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THE 

TRAD E 

AND 

NAVIGATION 

OF 

GREAT-BRl'TAIN 

CONSIDERED.; 

Shewing, 

That the fureft Way for a Nation to in- 
crcafe in Riches, is to prevent the Importa- 
tion of fuch Foreign Commodities as may 
be raifed at Home. 

That this Kingdpm is capable of raifing within 
itfelf, and its Colonies, Materials for employing all 
our Poor in thofe Manufadtures, which we now 
import from fuch of our Ne^hbours who refuje the 
Admiffion of ours;. ; 

Sortie Account of the Commodities each Country we 
trade with takes from us, and what we take from them ; 
with Obfervations on the Balance. 

By Tosh u a Gee, 

The Fourth Edition. 
To which is added, A SUPPLEMENT; andaTable 
of the Contents of each Chapter. 

L O N D O N: 
Printed for A, Bettesworth and C. Hitch ig Pater- 
nofier Row ; and S. Birt in Ai^e Mary- Lane, 1738* 
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T O T H E 



READER. 

HE printing the*^ 
following DiJ^ 
cour/e was not 
with a Dejign 
to pMift) ity much lefs to 
pre fume to prefent it to the 
Kingy but to put a few of 
them into the Hands of 
a a fome 
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iv To the Reader. 

Jbme of the Minifters of 

State y and other great Men J 

to Jhew the Wounds our 

'Trade and Manufa&uries 

have received \ and thofe 

Remedies ivhkh may very, 

. Jbon and eafily be obtained \ 

that they might ^eprefint 

■ them to our JLegiJIatorSy 

^^'^ho have it in their Power 

to make us a rich and flou^^ 

rijhing People, ^ \ 

After I had delivered a 

a few of the my I under^ 

flood by fome great Per- 

JonSy that a Difourje upon 

I'rade 
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To the Reader, v 

Tirade would be very ac^ 
feptable to the Kingy who 
%sias pkajedwith every Op^ 
portunity of demonftrating 
his Care and Jffe6iion for 
. his People j and that it 
'would aljo be acceptable to 
the ^een and Prince, 

It was much to my SiU.j* 
. tisfaSiion that I had tmch^^ 
upon a SubjeSi Jh agreeable 
to their Sentiments \ I 
thought it therefore my^u-^ 
ty toprefent this Treatife 
to their Royal Hands, 

'. ■ • • •- 

- ./ a 3 It 
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Vi To the Reader. 

It foon got abroad that 
I had writ a Difcourfe 
upon the ^rade and Navi^ 
gation of Oreat- Britain, 
and was informed if I did 
mt permit it to be publijh^ 
ed^ it would fall into fitch 
Hands who might print it 
\„^nd alter my Senje and In- 
tention, And as it was 
the Sentiments of thofe 
Perfons who had read ity 
that publijbing it would 
give Gentlemen an Oppor- 
tunity to fee how foreign 
Nations grow rich by the 

Em'' 
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To the Re A D E R» v3 

'Employment we give their 
PooTy while many af our 
mson are deftitutCy and in 
a miferable Condition^ I 
therefore con/ented to its 
Publication, 

I muft cmfefs the To- 
<oerty and Necsffity in 
which IhaveJeenti)ePoo3it^ 
in Several Parts of thit 
Kingdom has touched me " 
very /enfibly, and I have 
fpent a great deal of my 
Time from the Serviee of 
my Family f to find out Me* 
thods for promoting fo fuh-- 
a 4 lick 
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. vrii To the KX A D e R; 

Jkk a BleJJing as turning 
the Employment *we give 
the Foor of foreign Nations 
u our own. 

If this Jhtall Perform' 
ance of mine can any way 
contrihute thereto^ it will 
be a great SatisjaBion that 
have done my t>uty. 



Jofliua Gee. 



THE 
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; : T HE 

PREFACE. 

SOME Perfons of Diftinc- 
tion^ in the late Reigns, 
having defired that I 
would ■ give my Thoughts on 
Naval Stores, and divers other 
Subjeds in Trade, I wrote, my 
Sehtiments thereupon, fome of 
which are contained in the fol- 
lowing Trad; It is not there- 
fore, to he expcfted, that a DiC" 
courfe wrbte upon fa mgny Oc- 
cafions, land at diftanf I'imesj 
will bear ' readlngrlike : one re- 
•-: ..s. a 5 gularly 
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X Tie Preface* 

gularly purfucd, but will be in- 
terfpcrfed with Repetitions, if 
they are not taken in different 
Views, according to the Subjeft 
treated on; and as thefe Re- 
petitions are chiefly upon fuch 
weighty Matters as Materials i<}r 
employing our Poor, it is to be 
hoped it will not be deemed 
a Fault that they are fo often 
^l^mentionedj, bccaufe if they 
ihould efeape the Reader's No- 
tice in one Place, another may 
gain his Attention. 

Each Subjed is put into a~ 
diftindl Chapter, that the Rea- 
der may turn to fiich as he 
pleaies ; and thofe who do not 
care to read them through, 
may turn to the Conclufioo» 

where 
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7^e Pre/ace, xi 

where they will find fomc Men^ 
tion made of the chief Head& 
of what h more particularly 
treated in the re^esftive Chap- 
ters ; and alio the Arret of the 
French Kxa^ of the 27th of 
yanuary 1726, by which they 
will fee the Care thit Nation 
takes to improve their Com- 
merce: And it was upon the 
Sight of that Arret, which wa* 
publifhed in the Daily Couranf^. 
that fome Merchants^ and other 
Gentlemen, perfuaded me ta 
print fome Papers^ which I had 
formerly written on the Subje<St 
©f Trade, to try whether this 
Example of the Wrench might 
not excite fome publick Spirits 
to eater into the Conlideratioik 
ef the many Advantages, which 

might 

Digitized by VJ*^ WV IC 



xli The Preface, 

might accrue to this Nation, by a 
prudent Regulation of our Trade, 
and of our Foreign. Settlements, 
and to reprefent and recommend 
the fame to the Care and Pro- 
tedioh of tKe Government. - 

As I have had Occafion to 
difcourfe of many Subjeds inr 
Trade, and more particularly 
to enlarge on that of our Plan- 
'^ationSi and thfe great Profit 
this Nation might draw from 
them, thefe Papers have .fwcU'd 
beyond my Expedation : If 
therefore the Reader fhould 
think I may have been prolix, 
or fhpuld not perhaps agree in 
the fame Sentiments v with me, 
I hope, however, that he wiH 
put the mofk favourable Con- 

ftrudion 
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7l!>e Preface, xrii 

llrudioii upon my good Inten- 
tionsy 'and be aiOured that I had 
no other Defign but his Infor- 
mation, and the Publick Good> 
in which I deiire to be a.Shar^F 
with, him ; and if he can add 
any Thing towards carrying on 
fo neceffary a Work, I hope he 
will have the Goodnefs to com- 
municate his Thoughts with the 
fame Freedom I have done mine, 

Th E Profits our Plant at torn 
may yield us, by raifing Hemp, 
Flax, Silk, Iron, Pot-afh, "^c. 
may not perhaps be let in fo 
clear a. Light as they would 
bear> nor the Methods laid down 
how to proceed regularly there- 
on, but that may fobn be done, 
if we.fii^ gr^at A^n jj^ijl .en- 

. " / gage 
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xiv^ 7%e Pre/ace^ 

gage themfclves in the Work,, 
and make proper Enquiries. 

Thz Spaniards and Pertu^ 
guefe have no other Source of 
thek Riches but their Colonies, 
their Wines and Fruits witfe 
which they fupply England^ &c, 
excepted j and tho' they buy 
the Manufa^ures of all Nations 
in Europe to. trinfport thither, 
(naving none of their own) we 
fee what a mighty Treafure is 
brought into thofe Kingdoms, 
and how rich and powerful 
they are made thereby. If 
they draw fuch Riches from 
their Mines, and Merchandize 
fo difpofed of, wh^tf a bound- 
lefs Wealth might be brought 
into this Kingdom^ by fupply-» 

r I ^S 
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i nk Preface. xv 

ing our Plantations with cverjr 
Thing they want, and all ma- 
nufaftured within ourlelves; but 
^ more efpccially if Encourage* 
I ment was given to fuch Multi- 
tudes of People, who are un- 
eafy under their prefent Cir- 
cumftances in the feveral Parts 
of Europey and would be glad 
i to be under the free Govern- 
ment oi Great Britain. 

I Numbers of People have 
I always been efteemed the Riches 
f of a State, and as out Colonies 
of Carolina^ P^irginia^ &c. are 
the moft defirable of any in 
^^/eriVtf for Latitude, Air, Soil, 
and navigable Rivers, and lye 
fo commodioufly for corrclpon- 
ding with Eurofe^ they will un- 

undoubtedly 
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xvi lie Preface, 

doubtedly draw vaft Numbers , 
of People to fettle there, which . 
would not only preferve to us 
the Mines contained in the Ap- 
pelachean Hills, but alfo /ecu re 
the Frontiers oi Carolina againft 
the Incroachments of the Spa- 
niards from St. Augujiine^ as 
well as thofe of the French up- 
on the River Canada, 



Se V E R A L Paragraphs have 
been inrferted in the pubHck 
News Papers, (hewing the Ap- 
plication of fome foreign Prin- 
ces for promoting the Manur 
fadures and Trade of their rer 
Ipedive Dominions; and it 
would no lels become us to be 
as diligent in enquiring intQ 
fuck Matters. ^ ButCoAC^fns cff 
'■ }....i.:\\ ..: ' this 
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7%e Pf^fyce. xvii 

this IsTature muft firft be ^cfpou-' 
I fed by great Men who have 
i Power and Influence to put 
^/< others. on the Work; and the 
Nation is greatly obliged, to a 
noble Lord, who, notwitftand- 
^ing the high Station which he 
has fo long and fo worthily 
lUcd, is ready to lend his Time 
ind Attention to fuchGentle- 
r men who have any Thing to 
communicate for promoting ou^^ 
Trade, Manufadures and Co- 
lonies../ 

We are indeed very happy 
in the Conftitution of our Le- 
gifl^ture, who have marie many 
exteellcnt Laws fbr fecuring our 
Liberties and Properties, but 
we fear our Parliaments have 

fomc- 
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xvSi 77)6 Preface, 

ibmetimcs been miflead, wlicii 
Matters relating to Trade havcV 
been brought under their Con^ 
fideration ; for as the twci 
Houfes confift of fo great al * 
Number of Nobletneij and Gen-* \ 
tlemen, whoife Education har(? 
been quite dificrcnt from the^ 
Study of fuch Imprevements r f ■ 
mi^t be made . by Manufad^i 
tures and Commerce, it is ndti 
* W» be «xpeded that they fhe«id 
Ibrm a right Judgment therean, 
without having Matters rdating 
to Trade explained unto them, 
I was therefore willing to con- 
tribute my beft Endeavours tt> 
fet thofe Things in as clear A 
Light as I was cap^l^, ^a% 
the Members of both Houfeft 
m^ht plainly fee, the improving 

and 

Digitized by CaOOQ [C 



7Tk Pre/ace. xhc 

and encouraging our Manu- 
fa<9:ures, Ccwnmcrce and Planr 
Stations, is improving and en^ 
Itlarging their ownEftatcs; and 
1 ras Commerce fiauriflics, Land« 
I'frife in Value; and as the Jn- 
'(•ha;bitants of Towns and Cities 
lincreafe, confequently the Con- 
^umpti(«i of Provifions, which 
is the Sup(pott of the Landed 
Intcteft 5 and doubtkfsas Gen- 
tlemen trome to Tee, i3iat in the». 
ttrmmg ihe Whed of Com- 
merce they tnuft h^ve their 
Share of the Profits, they will 
foon find how neceffary it will 
be for promoting their own In- 
tereft; to put their Hands to fb 
good a Work. Indeed hitherto 
it muft be confefled moft of 
our Improvements both at home 

and 
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XX The Preface* 

and abroad, have been pro- 
je^cd and fet on Foot by pri- 
.yate Perfons, with very little^ 
Encouragement from the Pub- 
lick, except in Queen Eliza 
.betb\Timt'y whereas our Neigh 
hours have had the Happinefi 
of great Men and Minifters ofj 
State to affift them, not only i 
improving J their infant Under- 
takings, but in afUfting them 
^with Money to carry them on, 
.which has enabled them to out- 
do us. in many Things, to the 
great Prejudice of our Com- 
merce, and the Advancement of 
.their own. 

I T is wonderful," that So iXJa- 

ny fine £«g-//^ Gentlemen, who 

,have travelled over France^ Itor 
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^e Preface, xxi 

iyy &c. capable of giving a large 
Account of 'the Rarities of thofe 
Countries, and of their Diver- 
fions, are yet Strangers 'to the 
Trade of thofe Parts, and 'the 
Advantages they might .have 
collefted thence for the Good 
of their Country, I muft con- 
^efs very little Jias.been wrjt to 
puf thcmiipon thofe Enquiries ;. 
and it will bp miicli to my 
Satisfa<l5ion, if any Thing I have-^ 
been' able to offhi in the fol- 
IpwingTreatifermay have Weight 
enough to incite theili; ■ to . fo 
laudable 'arid profitable' ah '^In- 
fpediorii- that fo their •' great; 
Expence and .Travels^; may hot 
be thrown away upon theGai-- 
ties' of thofe Nations, but diat 
t|iey may alfo inform themfelves 

of 
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acxii 77>e Preface, 

of dieir political Maxims^ an^ 
Rules, by which their great 
Men have raifed themfelves, and 
made their Names honourable 
to fucceeding Generations for 
fome valuable Improvement 
l^ey have gained to their Coun^ 
try. 

I know it has been a received 
Notion by many Pcrfons, that 
^ has been bdow the Cha- 
wder of a Gentleman to be- 
come a. Merchant or Trader ; 
but this Notion never obtain d 
with wife Men : The late • Lewis 
XIV. was Co apprchenfive that 
it might injure the Trade and 
Merchandize of his Kingdom, 
that to cure his Fantafticks of 
that Diflomper, and that it 

" Hiould 
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Tie Preface, xxiii 

Chquld not derogate from the 
Honour of any Noblemen or 
Gentlemen in his Kingdom to 
tranfa^ in thofe A^irs, he . 
9s^sfftA particular Marks of Fa> 
vour to (iieh as diAinguifhed 
their Genius for Trade and Mer^ 
chandize; and the fame has 
been done in Piedmont^ and 
other Frincipalitifss in Italy^ £> 
that even Counts orHarls have 
become Fabricators in the Silkw' 
Manufadure. 

It has indeed been a com^ 
mon Notion with fome, that 
Trade can never dirive under 
an abfblute monarchical Govern* 
ment ; and tho* it muft be ad* 
mitted, that the greateft Part 
of die Trade of the World was 

eftablifhed 
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xxlv Tie Preface* 

eftabliflied and carried on to a 
great Height in free Cities be- 
fore it began in Monarchies, (as 
we fee that the Free Cities of 
Phcenicia enjoyed it long be- 
fore the ifraelites came out of 
Egypt, and were grown £o 
rich and powerful by theirTrade 

- and' Navigation, that yojhua 
couM not conquer Tyre, Sidon^ 
and feyeral other Cities) yet- we 

•»^muft- «Hot • ^om^ thence con- 
clude, that it will rfcver bdcOme 
confiderable any where but in 
Republicks; for penefraifing wife 
Princes came to fee into 'the 
fruitful-Womb of Tride, and in , 
thofe andient Times, Solomon irx- 
particulafj' made a very, great 
Progrefs therieifi, tho' it is J)ia;ih 
he did not underftand milch of 
.... . xkt 
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Tie Preface, xxv 

lihe pradHcal Part thereof him- 
i &lf, and therefore he entered 
into a ftrid Amity and Cor- 
refpondence wkh the Syrians to 
; gaia the Art of Trade and Na- 
vigation from them: And as 
he comprehended every Thing, 
'tis iio Wonder that he got into 
the Secrets of Mercbindize, and 
that by his Fket,. and his Land 
Trafikk by Caravams, he heap'd 
up fuch immenfe Riches which^ 
ke gained ^r the /;«^/<af» Trade. 
Alexander the Great had alfa 
the Advantage of Trade in 
View, to which End, after the 
Vk^^Qaxm of lyre^ he built 
the &mous City of Alexandria 
in Egypt, by which Canat the 
Goods of India were conveyed 
I imo thft MedfUrranean^ an<J 
: b thofe 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



xxvi Tie Pre/ace, 

thote of Europe to Indiay from 
whence his SuQceffors in Egypt 
drew a prodigious Treafure ; for 
'tis faid Ptoiomy Eulates receiv- 
ed Seven Millions and an Half 
from thence yearly. 

In the Beginning of the Em- 
pire of Romey their great Trea- 
fure fprang from their Con- 
quers, and the vaft Riches 
^nd Tributes they drew from 
feveral Parts of their Domini- 
ons : But when they got Pof- 
feflion of Egypty they begaa 
to think of a more iure and pea- 
ceable Way, which was by all 
Manner of Arts and Care to 
augment their Trade, wherein 
thpy fucceeded fo.well, that the 
giegt Trade carried on between 

the 
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Tibe Preface* xxvii 

the Indian and Mediurranean 
Seas, brought th«tn in vaftly 
more than any of the Egyptian 
Kings ever received before 
them. 

But when the Goths and 
yandals overturned the Roman 
Empire, that Commerce thro* 
the Red'SeOy by AUxandriaj 
ceafed, and was afterwards car- 
ried on by Way of frebezonj<if 
Damafcus, and Aleppo^ which 
increafed the Trade of the Free 
Cities or States of Venice^ Ge~ 
noa-t PJfdi &c. and thofe Goods 
were not only.vended in all the 
Countries bordering upon the 
Mediterranean^ but were fent 
to England, Germany, and the: 
Netherlands, 2^Vi^ all over the 
h 2 Baltick, 
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xxviii Tire Pre/ace.. 

Balticiy which gave Encourage- 
ment ta the Traffick of Bruges, 
where the Commodities of the 
North, as Cbniy Naval Stores, 
&^c. were lodged in the Sum- 
mer, and where thofe Ships 
took ill the Commodities from 
the Levant back again to the 
Hans-tcwftSf and thofe Ships 
that came from the Levanty 
tranfported the Northern Goods 
«&om Bruges into the Mediter- 
ranean, 

This Traffick rendred thofe 
Citizens immenfely rich, and 
made them grow above theic 
Bufinefs, and thereupon this 
Trade was removed to Ant- 
werpy which grew (b rich and 
oppulent^ that fhe bedme the 

Miftrels 
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Hh Preface joax 

Miftreis of Europe in Trade, 
and continued it till the 
Dul$£ D^Alvd% .Time, after 
whibh the Perfecution begun 
by him, drove away the Peor 
pie, fome to Amflerdam^ and 
other Cities of the United Pro- 
vinces, which laid theFounda-- 
tion of that £ouri£hing and 
powerful Hepublick ; others fled 
to England^ and eftablifhed the 
Woollen Manjifaftury, and werc^ 
received by Queen Elizabeth^ 
with the utmodEneouragemsni, 
and we have felt the Benefit 
of their fettling among us ever 
fince. 

I mention this to (hew Trade 

will not remain long in any 

Place where it meets, with Cold-^ 

b 3 nefs 
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XXX Jb& Preface, 

nefs and Indifferency, bot thofe 
Governments which embrace it 
with the gr«ateft Cheerfulnefs, 
and give it the moft Encourage- 
ment, {hail have it 

In the Reign of Queen £//- 
zabetby and alfo of Henry the 
Fourth of France, there feemed 
to be a furprizing Spirit for im- 
proving Trade, Manufadurcs, 
^and Navigation, in England 
And France, whether from Emu- 
lation or. a benevolent Inclina- 
tion in thofe Princes to pro- 
mote, the Welfare and Prolpe- 
rity of their Subje<^s, I fhall 
not determine. The Queen en- 
couraged the diftreffed ff^af- 
loonsi and' other Artifts, to fet- 
tle here, and endow'd them 

with 
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The Preface, xxxi 

with many Privileges, and en- 
. able4 them to make a very 
great Progrefs in carrying on 
the Woollen and otHfer Manu*- 
fadures. She alfb fettled a Trade 
with the Grand Signior, and 
with the Czar oi Mufeovjy open- 
ed a Trade to Indiay and be- 
gun foreign Plantations, where- 
in {he had ^a Miniftry no lels 
Iblicitous than herfelf tp carry 
them on. » 

HENRT the Fourth of 
France<i did indeed Wonders 
for that Kingdom, by fettling 
the Silk, Linnen, and other Ma- 
nufadures, all which have been 
happily improved, by • the Care 
of the memorable Monf. Colbert^ 
who under the late L^w/'j XIV, 
b 4 has 
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xsadi *the Preface. 

hs& not 00I7 dbbliilbied ei^iy 
Thing that remained jmperfed* 
but alfo gained by Art and 
Management, not ooJy Fifieries 
and PlantationSy but ft Profpe€t 
of every other Improvement; 
by which Means that Prince was, 
able to miatntain a War againft 
the moft powerful Confederacy 
that ever has been formed in 
thefc hutcr Times, to furround 
Jiis Kingdom and Frontiers with 
the ftrongeft Fortrefles in the 
World, to maintain an Army 
of above Three hundred thou*, 
fand Men during two long 
Wars, and to diipute the Do- 
minion of the 6eafi againft the 
United Powers both of England 
and Holland *i an £xpence fup^ 
pofed to be three Tinks as large 

as 
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Tie Preface* xxxiii 

as ever . that Kingdom was ca- 
pable ofiuftaining before. 

The Example of Lewis the 
Fourteenth fo far opened the 
Eyes of the Princes of Europe^ 
that moft of them have put the 
^mciMethcids in Pradtice, and 
the Emperor of Germany^ Cz^x 
of Mujcvoy^ and ieveral other 
Princes, fee the Way to -make 
themielves more confiderable, Sf 
to eftablifh Manufadures where 
their refpedive Dominions pro^ 
duce Materials for carrying 
them on. And we iee that 
thoic Manufactures and Trade 
Mve enabled them to raiie 
greater Revenues from their 
Subjeds., Upon this Bafis is 
founded the Power and Strength 
b5 of 
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of thofe Empires that begin to 
make fo great a Figure in Eu-; 
rope : How much the Englijb 
Commerce, by the Confumption 
of the Manufadures of thofe 
Countries, has contributed there- 
to, is worth enquiring into. 'Tis 
certain, Princes who make 
Search after able Men to re- 
gulate* and improve their Trader 
will carry it away from thofe 
•ithat difregard or negled it. 
We fee that ingenious and pe- 
netrating Prince the Duke of 
Savoyy tho' he has fo fmall a 
Territory, and as it wo-e but 
that one valuable Commodity 
of Silk produced in it, has, 
by encouraging his Subjeds in 
the Giiltivation thereof, fo much 
encrcafed and improved his 

Re- 
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Revenues, that 'tis faid he is 
now able to maintain an Army 
of Thirty Thoufand Men bet- 
ter and with more Eafe to his 
Subjedsy .than he could hereto- 
fore maintain Ten thoufand. 

But we have leen one In- 
ftance in our Time furpaf^ng. 
what was ever attempted be- 
fore by any Prinee, for the 
Improvement of his Country 
and his People^ in the Pcrfpn of 
the late Czar of Mujcovy^ a 
great and abfolute Prince, who 
left his own Kingdoms and 
Grandeur, and travel'd incog- 
hitOy like a private Gentleman, 
thro' a good Part of Europe^ 
to pry into the Arts and In-? 
duftry pradifed by the more 

civilized 
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civilized Nations, for the gain* 
ing of Riches and Power, and 
condefcended fo far at to turn 
Mechankky and work himfeif 
with his own Hands, at (everal 
Trades, «fpecially that of Sbipi 
buildingy that he might make 
himfeif Mafter of the Myftery 
^nd Skill requifite in fuch 
Works, ^nd be able elTedually 
to carry the fame Home to his 
own Country : To which End 
alfb he (pared no Cofl to «n* 
gage the beft Artizans di. every 
Kind to fettle in his Domini^ 
ens, whither he alfo tranfport^ 
ed the Arts and Sciences, and 
every Thing needful to fet up 
profitable ManufadureS) and 
cultivate his own unpolifhed 
People, and fet them upon 

gaining 
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gaining Riches by Trade, which 
he had found to be- the chief 
Source of Wealth and Power 
in Ef^land^ Holland, and theii* 
neighbouring Nations; and we 
fee how great a Prbgrefs he 
made therein in a fhort Time, 
and that he has left z, Miniftry 
tio Ids iedulous to carry on his 
ftobk Dfefigns. ' 

A s Materials are the iirfl 
Principles and Foundation of 
Manufadures ;. and as thb Silk 
and Lintien are efteeHied ad 
profitable as the Wodllen 5 I am 
thoroughly perfuaded the Me- 
thods fcrein propbfed will ren-^ 
der the raifing thefe MateriaU 
both pra^icable and eaiy iioi 
our own Dominions ; and £0 
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very cheap, that it* gives us ,a 
fair Profped oF out-doing any 
Nation of Europe in carrying 
them on ; which, with proper 
Care to- regulate fuch Under- 
takingSj will unite all his Ma- 
jefty's Dominions into one In- 
tereft, by fettling fuch a C/>- 
culafion of Ck>mmerce. aniong 
them, that one Paf t , fhall be 
dependant on the other, and 
fcvery Part neceffary to fup^ort 
the Whole, and more ' to the 
Advantage of every Particular, 
and all get more by fuch ^ 
Circulation of Trade, than they 
could; have. done by any Con- 
trivance of their own, even 
though they had been able to 
carry thro* the whole Bufinefs 
within thcmfelves; and thofe 

who 
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who may have a Mind to fee 
what I have propofed upon this 
Head, may turn to the 27th> 
28th, 29th, and 30th Chaptersy 
where they will find what I 
have written in feveral Letters 
upon this Occafion, as well as 
fome Hints thereof in other Parts 
of this Treatifc. 
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T HE - 

Tr^de and Na^gatipni 
GRE AT' BRif^iM 

CpNSIDER»l>: 

The SiHte. df theTraW of the Na- 
tion /much the fami ftofn the Time 
•^.JWilUara the^ Comuerpr^-tq the 

her.:Xime,C^ifi»Uiff(m hdtff^^er'd^ 
'fme:- Setileme^Si. begiHk i .Trade 

•operid /<> Tarfcc|r> Mafcovy, .«irr. 

Mmnfa^ures improved avtd ineoHr 
' ra^idbj KirirWWm'^''' '''-' 

■■•■ M :-■:. it ««i|ilin.j#ic f»se ^^t^.retoft- 
H . !if)g;TpadsaBd,Nar4g%t;y>n»irotn 
. JL tbc; Taw.. of i^itfww. the Con- 
queror tQ tfec. :4cfi|ffi|W: •.Q£.,!QH?^n, ?fe«-. 
irti.ttt the Cro?«niipf: iM».:^3l5" 
^ten'iqoQrtfte^ «bieay i;^ ti^^P^CHI^ ^^* 
"A •£«<?<"» 
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Z^ead^^Q^lLSotM Leather^ Irgn^ and^other 
Produftions fulEcient to purchafc what fo- 
i^lgn Commodities they wanted 

Kiva E^fi ^(&it Ti^A w;ij the fitft 
Prince frbm^TieCbn^udl to liisTimc, tliat 
we find took any Notice of Trade; for in 
the Parliament held at ff^jffiminfterjnjiSiSi^ 
the TraoiportatioA ^ WooU iOttt.of xho 
Kingdom viS|)rQhi^ted; and iar the En- 
couragement of foreighX^Ioth- workers and 
otBerMahufaStUf ers to come* ahdfetttelicrci* 
a great many«PriviIqg«%^e]|e grafted, and an 
Ailowancclrom'thciCir^, tilTthey were fix^ 
tdf in a compcfcnt way of Hvingj and it 
was enacted, that np Sub|e3; fbould wear 
any foreign Clooh, fot the lumre. . From^his 
Jleign t6 th« JA<xJeiri©rf^of Qdcen MUzihfb^ 
we do >h0t £nd aiiy ^i)6^Princer doking that 
Space *.'of Timc^ had nmch JBLcgawi for 
Trsde^ nc^t what i^iaj done by 'Henry jhe 
Scv«ni(hi which looks vzxhsr like Policy of 
State for crufhing jP^Ji^lI?^^^ i fpr tho* 
be removed the Mart &6m ]dntwtfp ta 
Cnia^i^ti't^&lLtiM^'i^^ ^(iP^iipuo^ 
w^s ttdten dar/k^^ ^ke-Trad^^* was jigaio 
^cned to jba^ff^ as fori^y. |^ut 
Ten TWs after a La#^ xmde, piokibi- 
tli^ the, In^itkxjm^'^tA^f^y^^^ 
^m ^rottght l^ itftlf/W iifixfcdJ vrkh itty 
odttrThmid.- ^f Thi» (4y« ^k^^L«fd • At^ 
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nn) ^ pG^ACr so! a V[\ib Priitdpk, ,viXk 
f Where foreign M^aip^ial^ are bqfi Super* 
^ fiuicics, foreign ManufaAurei fluKik) be. 
^ prohibited ; for chac will ei^r IfMifh the 
r< Superfluity, or gain the Manufadlure*. 

In Qtieeii filkcabitb^s time, manv thd gi«al 
Advantages vntK added r(>iTrade. Ja the 
Year 1579, ^ ?«rl:^ Company was efta- 
blilhed. The fame Year Sir Francis Drifhi 
returned to England^ after three Years Voy- 
lage round the Wodd, and many wonder- 
ful Adventures and Discoveries. He' arrived 
.at Plymmtb^ bringing With tiifn a Aoift 
Quantity of Gold and Silver taken fmttl the 
Spaniards, in her Rejgn aifo a Jiieaty was 
iettlfd with the Duke of Mujfi&vy tor a 
Trade to Archangel^ in which f^ral Ad^ 
^nt^S were granted to the E^Hjh Na- 
tion. ■' • ' •■' • 

Sir Ji^dltir Rattdeigb, and others alfo in her 
Reign, defcovered t& Plantations % andtho^ 
the firft Planters met wicb alm!>ft infupisra- 
^le :I^Sicukies,<^and were dftbn f^^rpsd to 
Quit wjiax: khey Kttd al^tady fettled ^ yet the 
tirp^mek of their Sodls <&rmoutited all 
Difficukiesy and tho^ cOften baffled^ in their 
Attempts, they Mnewed them again with 
indefettgjsible Zeal and Induftvy, till at kill 
Tobacco '-and >Sug;w*^tame' to ^ {4anted% 

^ \ A 2 a 
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^ grett, tnaoy 9)ips built, and in a (K^rc 
Time hoc :only fupplfcd ounfdvcs. with 
Sugar ajad Tobacco froifi 4tnericA^ but with 
^ery large Qjiaricittes to &nci,Abroad» and 
fupplicd the Balticky Germany^ Hollandj 
FlanderSy and France^ with thofe Commo- 
4ttie6^ which brought in. very great ' Riches 
^p u^ aod by Degrees beat the Pwiupiejc 
out of the Trade of thofe Paris of JEir- 

. We do not find that her Succeflbr Ki»g 
Jams the Firft concerned hirnfelf raiiCh in 
Trade.*, yet in. Imitation of Henry the 
fourth of ir«d/i^, (who wSas wonderful affi^ 
duous in ppomotiqg all Sort^ of Manu* 
factures, and among xhe reft, that of plan-^ 
inng Mi^/^^rrjjr-lTr^j, and«raifingSilM,) oade 
fome Efl&ys towards fqch a J>e(ign hore, 
and he and his Courtiers feemed to be .very 
fond of the Undertaking, and Letters were 
•writ to Vitpnia to promote that Manufac- 
ture. Some fmadl Prqgrefs was made there. 
And Letters pafl^d bet>9wn ^he Planters and 
,Gentl6oiei> herein but as, ibon as. they 
.thought, ^ty had engaged thePlanteis to 
jbegin ujx>n^it, inftead of promoting it 
)ieartiJly,t upd fending fomei iible andsl^lAil 
Peribfi^ to direifl the Undertakings they 
threw all ijpon the;Planters»imd that noble 
Pefigncame to.oothiqgi whereas tbat^ti 
/ Franci 
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Trmtee fuccetded^ to.thc imniOTce Proffc 
of that Kfngdomr- - •• ' ' * 

KiNd Gi&il;»'/^i the Firft had toa manfjr 
things upon his Hands to concern himfelif 
with Trade 5 as he was lanacquainced there*' 
with, he wWeafily knpclfed brt'j cheConfc.* 
quences of "which' iriakft tis vtaKour rimdcbr 
roany Intbiiy^nidnces ar tkt$D&y:5 one of 
which was, his giving Leave to the. French 
to fifh upon the Banks' of Newfoundland^ 
to fup^ly ah Englxjb Coavent in FrancVvck 
Trnic of ;!.(?»/; • _■ ■; ,i./.:ov 

- • ' - i. fa ; .: ' : - ... '. • • -I 'v[\ :... \ 

^ C'R<>MmEL L agd'i the Kump^ hwSk 
fotne excellent Notions, of Trade v thcjrt 
iftttled the A<ft of Navigation, b^at tfai- 
^iti&y forced them to a Treaty, in w&icfc 
ttey Were tojdelivei*' -up the Mlaiv^ k£ Pel^ 
Hfmi' ^zXid to my Ilaige Suips for the Vio^i 
I«nciiis elU^rcffed upoh the i^^ifi^^M&nr: 
hyna.^ Bin vtpdn the'ReIb>paiioii x)f King! 
Charles the Second^ the D^tcb thought 
thiemlelves fecure enough, and (mce ;have» 
never imade any iSatisfadion. Tiicy, loedc/ 
Jamiaxea with vaft E3tpbnce,i! iHihich .has* 
bedn repaid fince with IntcFeft: The^a^) 
vour grafted by King Gb^fifoi the^Firfk to* 
the French^ to fi(h- upon the Banks of 
Newfoundland^ bj Length of Time, and 
afterwards by the eafy. Temper dtf Kirigr 
A3 Charles 
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eaon/fc JheSccond, jgayc them an Oppoi*^ 
tunity of claiming a Right to tha^ rare, 
they had fcized. , It is faid King James^. 
tiic Second fcew^dl greftt Uneafincfe upoa 
that Occafion ) but nothifig was done that 
we have hwd of, in order to obtain Satif- 
fadioh« ;iThe ihot't Tidie he reigned, and 
hBi>other;VJe*r^ for.^ft^Uftimg thcPopife 
Religioi^, ^d? not.gi^e hioiTiiBe IQ do any: 
thing for. JTrade^ * , 

« UiHdi^ Kin^ WilliaU\% <S>n>ifig ca the 

Crown, early Application was .iftftdei tQ. 
him for fcvcral Amendments in Trade, and 
ftr eftaUifliiRg a great ftiStiy a&foi Ma- 
faf^urios am6hg:ns^ which had been kepc 
imder b^ prince and othefs underftUing 
the ManiifaAit7e§. made M hfotl^. He was: 
yttf. itzifA.M iioar aH Prdppfals ^itdtf: 
vtfM tliatAcemuKy;aod j^eibi9 .ujpmoiti 
Goi&tena&)(^ ;ti^ «h fuck IJfidmakinsi k 
tjwtfSy the Fondnfefsr bf , th|} Naiioijt^ to 
A^A Gohtmoditics, fo much cduntcfnart- 
ced by King Cb^f(es and King y*»W?j, iCj 
Wf»ii va^ 3iard Matter to fcring timm ir^ 
t0L.are i^th^tboiiejmideathdnhe. How^ 
cv«, lipon b^eakin^ out of the War: witlt 
Ffaftde^ and' prohibiting Fr^«^i Commo* 
duties^ Encouragement was given for ereft- 
iikg feveral of thofe- Manufddtures here,^ 
asqifi* 'Jiufiringi Jili^n^ey and other Silkl 
^Av.'^i ' : , Ma.7 
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.Manisfadures . for . Hoods iind Scarvei, 
wlu<9lv the. Ki^g^s Royal Gonfor c, the exce}- 
lent Queea J^r^^ took .;ilo frfiall J^ains K> 
cftaBKftx *il /or ^icIi/AttiQle: ^one^ it » 
jaJbwed A^»f4p drew ftom ow. ^ovc Four 
jiundred thouiaad Pipunds yeady. At the 
iame Time the Manufa^uce . of Glafs was 
.ef(abfinied^ wKkJ]t^;beft>re ^ u&ji to haye 
ixom Vratici \ aitdt a^ that )£. Ji^y^.z;^ 
Paper. The Manu&dure otLinnen was 
6ctlcd in &iveral^ Pares ef the King^m^ 
.particularly . ki Smer^etJinre\xA Dorfitfian^ 
mbtitc they made extraordinary good Lin- 
ijqi -to. lnii>ti^ i)l ''£hm^tf . and whick 
Jto u?fire^ea,:;f faa^^^ L few. of eiu-5. it^ wa^ 
Cqmgute^^^^ iXffri^ ftfjaWMen Miles 

Jbundiod i^uland Powds yearly • But up- 
0tK ti» Bwoc jvitli- Ai«jtf4p/.tiicri were fi> 

ragemeftt. In nis Ticnc ^i^rt/ie^I^IJt- 
faftures of Copper and BraFs were Ice on 
J*oor> which are,brQBg|it jj^greac Perfec- 
tion^ and now in 
'th?' Nation wiickj 

Soi:ts'q|f.;CojQ^ v'-.-r 

jrnakiog of Sail-doeji was.,§(e^un ,amJ,.cal(- 
j-ield bti to- gr^t Ptr^tkdn ; alfo ^wxMrd 
.Blades, Sciflars,^and. a great many Toj^s 
made of Steely which fbrmcrJy wc ufed to 
;, ' ' \ * A 4 V have 
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-have from Trance \ ia the manufaAuring 
of whichi ft is feid We' tiow^ excel all other 
Nations. . T'bcr;'fcttmg tip of Salt-Worksr, 
and imprbvirig of Salt-lprings and *RDck- 
Salt, hath .^rovtd very beneficial here, and 
laves a. very great Trcafure yearly, which 
we heretofore paid to Fr^wfr for Salt, arid 
;a grekt mapyothci^Thinjgs' 'which I forbear 
•toehliincrat^.'' - ' ' ;: :; ^ ^ 



KU : • .)•.< .J. iii^M. 



' Qj^E XK ' ^^i?'¥'mmj^^^^ the 

Treaty of Uitecbt^ too readily granted the 

French tAbthy to ftfti upon thc:yery*beft 

• Filheries on, jhe North Cbaft of \kewf(Md- 

''land^' aWd^ there; tb ;buijd' Stages tb^^ dVy 

/th^m. ^Wy'^lfb ^ftoted JHeb'jC^/^ir^Bf^^ 

^([!f^;<, Which is faid to -be the very bdl'Spot 

"in 'all thofeScas^ for Filhing, Thus we fee 

the French^ by ,th6h- great Fenetrauon and 

^ 'KriowJed^e^iriHhfe^afim 

'havegah^ed''/?ortt*s:aTi^ tbk 



'have gah^ed''/?orttiis!a T^ 

TKB'Nation mQatcn'EtizahetbhTiTM . 
' being in its Infancy in Trade, fet out with 
Igreaf Frugili^,;r^nd faved Money,- ari^ 
'"grciy fich'^pade, and,otirlSfcrchants {pv^^d 
jchcmfelvei;* over" all Europe,' Tiirkey; and 
^lAmericiiy as weU as India, and introduced 
our Manufafturcs and Produfts wherc- 
*ever they wcnr^ Their Riches cncreafing 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



( 9. I 
by thbTrdiffick* they not only ludMpneyf 
chough.. to carry on their Trade, b^^ fup**. 
plied Foreign JPrinces, lent Money upoi^ 
Bottomree, and upon Commodities ^in all 
Countries ; The Jleraittances from whepcc 
fwelled th^ Balance of Trade fa much in 
oqr Favour, tbac tho' in King Qharlfs th« 
Second's Tipic, the Folly of tbat; Reigif 
encouraged the Wearing the Manufactures 
of France to that Degree, that» it is com^ 
monly allowed, we paid them^ a Bal&i^ce oC 
Trad^ we diiQVe with them^ of at lea^ 
Twekc or thirteen' 'hundred thiyufond 
Pounds yearly ;. notwithftandiog: whiclif 
the Profits of our Commerce,, and Money. 
Abroad employed in Trade,^ was fcx . vcrjt 
confiderabk, th^t Silver and Gold wer^e 
plentier in, England^ both in his and^Kin^ 
J,aine/s Reigns^ than any odier neighbour-^, 
¥^ Kih^onu wh^cktKrcafioned Qoantitiics 
to oe C9incd here.. 

Bjut upon the War y/idi Ftance^ fome 
Genflenicn rather advifed to borrosw I^o- 
ney at Intereft^ ithan raifc ncccflfary 3«Pr 
plies within .thie Compafi of the Year, to 
carry on that jpft and neceflary War, which 
had. that evil Confequence, that not oply. 
our Merchants who had Mpney at Intere^ 
jfti^roadf,: but even Foreigners;, brought ii| 
their 'Mbnpy to put in our Loans. ; A< 
*; ^ ' ' ^A $ "laft 
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Ikft/tys-bi^oti^hta hisirf Load updn the 
tfe^on i arid *ihfl*ad of liviAjg ih a pAt-tiw 
iW^fcrn 'fthd frugal Manner, thofe t^^rfons- 
ihM had placed their Money in the Funds,. 
And could judge of their Eifpewiesj fell 
feto a morfe 4uxarieus Way of living, which 
♦eiY 'ttldch^ inereaftd the Odhfuhiptioh o£ 
Fweign Commodities. And wheitas for* 
fterly gftfat Quanlititt of Bullion were 
thought Into tKis Nation by th* Balance 
of 6uf 'trade, and coined into Money, the 
iTiibks wel-e turned^ and ai feft as wc im- 
ittrted rfny Bullron ftom any PArt of die- 
Wot-id^iLwas immediately fehc aWay again 
to pay hm Debts. Whcri Silver was coin- 
id here, it commonly was under Standard^ 
iihd the Goldfmiths did not give abo^e 
^s. li. torffor Pieces' cf Efeht, be- 
caufe they Would have ftmc Profit upoil 
Coinii7g. ' The Cafc is fo tiruch altered 
now, that Silver has been above Standi, 
which has been bought up and exported 
to pay the Balance of our Trade. This 
ii fo evident a Truth, that I belifcvfe it can- 
not * be denied 5 yet fo miftakcn arc many 
Koplei that they eannbt -f?e jhe* Dillerence 
between havirig a vaft Trcarurc of Silver 
and Gold in 1theKiti^om,--and dieMint 
employed h coinifyg Money,' die only 
»ue Tokeh tif Ti?jafuni-ahd Htchrt,- an* 
living it ^^arrled *#ay •, ;biit tf^y fay Mo- 
/ ' ncy 
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ncy is a Commcxiity H'fee other Things, 
and think tl^mfehrcs ^cver thoj poorer for 
what the Nation 'daily exports/ This bath 
drawn me into the Confideration of cue 
National Benefit, that it may be thorough^ 
ly weighed. I have thought the only Me- 
thod to fornifli Gentlem^ with proper 
ConfiderationsV js .to . §;iYje / foaic Account 
of the Commodities, the Nations we trade 
with take from us, and what we take from 
them, and to give my Thoughts where £ 
think Uie Balance lles^ 



C K.A P- IL 
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c h;^a I*- iL 

T k J 1) E : hetween England ^/^^ 
Turkey. 

A ^ .^^% is the odtmofl: Bounds of 
'jt\' the MeAinrranean^ 1 fliall begm our 
Commerce witK that mightjr Empire. 

* The Comnlodities they take from U5i. 
are chiefly Broad-cloth, Long-elfs, Tirr, 
Lead, and fome Iron ; and the Englifh Mer- 
chants frequently buy up French and Lisbon 
Sugars, and tranfport thither, as well as 
Bullion from Cadiz. 

But notwithftanding, the Turkey Txadc 
is very ufeful, the Goods we fend bein^^ 
fully manufadured, and carried to thenv 
in ourio9«n pipping; and the Commodi- 
ties we take *from them in Returns^ are alfo^ 
in our own Navigation. 

The Commodities we take from them 
are chiefly Raw, and very proper to carry 
on our Home Manufactures, and employ 
our Poor, as well as for Re-exportation. 
The great Value is in Raw Silk. We take 
befidcs^ Grogram-Yarn, Dying* Stufll of 

£)ndry 
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fundry Klnd^ Prugs, Soap, Leather, Cot> 
ton,.and- ft)me Fmit, Gjrl» t^c; 

' N.B. The Turkey Silk is only fit for the 

Shute of our fine Damasks, and other 

. coloured Silks, and for making Silk 

Stockings^ GaBooms, and Silver and 

Gdld Lace ? bfut not proper for the 

. Warp" of; any Silk, not being fine 

enough, nor even enough for Organ- 

^ zine, or double twitted Silk, that be* 

kig all Italian rt^or indeed er«i enough 

' for the Shute or Woof of black Luft- 

rings, Alamodes, or Paduafoys, the 

r ' Shute of that being alfo Italian. * 



CETAE IIL 

TRAT>E between England and 
^ . Italy.. 

IT ALT ^ takes ft-pm* u» feoad^cloth, 
; Lbhg-yis, Bay if. Druggets, CaHiman- 
toeir,: Cambleb, and divers other Stuffs ; 
Leather^ Tin, Lead ; great Quantities of 
Fifti, as Pilchardsi Herrings, ^Inon,.iVi?«^• 
fcundland Codd, ^c. Pepper, and other 
^^Iniin Goods. 
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TjfIb C6mtnodkIe%£»^^^ ^kesvfroai* 
riiem, are raw, thrown and wrought Silk, 
Wine, Oyl, Soap, Olives^ fomcj^i Ware, 
Anchovies, (^c. 

FoiLM&RLY we received a coofiderable 
balance from them ^ buc the French now 
&pplyiiK them With very g«e^t Quaiititiea 
of Woollen Manufadures, , and alio ha- 
ving got Part of the Neu^mndland I'rade 
irom us i and as we import fireat Quan- 
tkies of thrown and raw Silk frooi tbence»^ 
10 carry on our Manu(a<^ures, it is -thought 
the Balance now againft us is coofider- 
able, , 

The Italians have an excellent Nfechocf 
of throwing their Silk by a Water En* 
gine, which, ^with a few Hands, to attend 
it, will do more Work than ^ hundred 
Perfons can do at throwing according t<> 
our Method, Indeed,, fine Ifolian raw Silt 
cannot be thrown to Truth and good Work- 
monihip by any other Method^ €^e,En^me 
going K> much truer ^than it can be wrciuglilt 
by Hand« We have been lb unfortunate as 
never to have had any fuch Engine, till of 
late; and tiiere is but oae compteat in chc 
Kingddmt , ^ ^ 

CBAP. Tv; 
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C li A R IV. 

TRADE htweeti England and" 
Sjpalri., 

SPAIN takes from us Bit»a.cIoth.. 
Druggets, X^llmancoei, 6ays» Scu& 
of divers Kinds, Leather, Fi(h, Tio» Lead,^ 
Corn, &?r. 

The Commodities England' takes froov 
them, are Wine, Oyl^Fruic of divers Kinds,. 
Wooll, Indigo,. Cochin^], jtod d^ing Stufifsr 
The Bulk of the Commodities we take fronx 
them, are the Produce of their own CounV 
try, viz. Wbe, C^l, an4 Fruit \ fo that 
the Spaniards pay vsv our Woollen, and all 
other Produfls, at x verj td$f ^m t* tnit . 
if ic were not for the ^eatiCoAiqcBption 
of Spanijh Wines, J^ruits^ and QyU, ia 
England^ dielr Sales of .thofe CommodtcieSi 
would amount but toaj'rifle, Jhaving iia 
Nation for their Cuftomers but us, Holland^ 
and X v^y fmall Maitter: to Ftoftdn^ iJim^ 
l^^i^ffjr^.sind the^/fVir. • > 

*Tk fuppoIcL^ tvae take oflT at lea(E twdir 
iThirds.pf jti^ Whp)^> i(^ tfaa^ i^ihoughu 

ve ar^ o^l^jSgii ^'^J^tm^^ ^^^^ 

CttflooMoF our Manu^^urcs, they are no 

" ^ ' "^ left 
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fefs obliged to us for taking ofF their Fro^ 



^FoRKiEitLy we received a ^at Ba**^ 
lance from them in Bullion, but fince the 
Houfe of Bourbon has filled the Spanijb 
Throne, and introduced FrenfhSt^Ssr^iW^, 
French Fifh^ns, it 4s pVefumed the Balai)C^ 
is but very nn^l in our Favour. 



C H A F. V. 

TR^IXE. bepween England m/f 
Portugal. ' 

:■»•••' ' ' • " • * ' ■ ' '. : . ' ' ■ 

PORftTGAZ taKcs from us ^rodd- 
dbihi ^ru^ets, Bays, /'Long^eUsi, 
CallimanCoes, and all other Sbrts of Stuffs,, 
as well as Tin, Lead, Leather, Filhi Corn^ 
and other £»^/{^C6inmofiitics. ' 

- EKGEA-HD^iiki^ from them- gr^r 
Quantities of Wine, Oyl, Salt, and Fruit ; 
by which Means their fparq Landr (fince 
th^ have- the Supplying^ us with Wine), 
are greatly improved ; and though we 
may allow^ a cbnikldiri>l!e' B&M^ to* b$' 
^n v.: ;.. /.. ..' :. -'i : -c ': tfairdught 
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brought us, yet ic is not fo great as {bme 
imagine. /^ ^ 

• The Portuguefe have muct abated. of 
'their Induftry, fince the finding out the 
Gold and Silver Mines in the Brazils ; and 
well they, may, the Working thofe Mines 
turning to better Account thaA their plant- 
ing Sugar ^d Tobacco i the importing of 
*i^fhich from our Plantations, has beat^ofe 
of Portugal and SpaiftQ^JX of the Nopihcrii 
Parts. of Europe^ as a.littte Encouragement 
and good Regulation would dain the^- 
diterraktan ;r ahd^ we hayfe ilchi^a fiir Op- 

vided we make ufe of -it* <£)f*^hiph in i£« 
proper Piace* 






CHAP. Vi. 
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CHAR VL 

X?R4NC^ takes ioaf.M^gl(in^ largp 
X; ; Qgaotitks of T^baqfo^ Horii-^atcs^ 
Tifi^ IcFinqljeady £9RaQirj[aaQei%a&aCo2a 
MTi^serc^ Scarcity. 

other rich Silk Manufadures, ^iw are 
cither run in upon us, or come ^y wiy oT 
Holland •, the Humour of fome of our No- 
bility aad Gentry berng fuch». that akho* 
we have thofe Manufa<5lures made as good» 
if not better than the French^ yet they are 
forced to be called^ by the Name of French 
to make them felh Their Linnens are run 
in upon us in very great Quantities, as are 
their Wine and Brandy from LanSts End 
ivtvixcf^thk Downs^ Their Brandies have 
been fold from ^s. tty^s. 6 d. per Gallon^ 
and their Claret from 3 j. to 4 s. the beft, 
tho* the bare Duty of the Branc^y is 6 t. 
8 d. per GaJlon, and the Duty of their 

Winr 
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^u\t,S9 k prr Tu% or ij i. fw^Qgart* 
Thia .Qiuft drain us of oor Gold and Sil«^ 
ver ; for theSmugglera.GttiFynQcbins out 
but Gjoldi $&rcr^ and W^ciUb ^ pufphaft 
thofe Commod|€ies witb« k w a Mkfor-^ 
tane upon u% chat our Intfifvft is not betuis 
coniktirr'd % yrp mi^ b« jSifplicd wkht 

^:mor€ acceptable (p our <^ominOn Pe^fal^ 
than B-^tKb^M^Y^ provided the Jmpop* 
taciori was fiifficioiftl^ encaufag^d i theil 
thcf Nation would be fiif^Ued jfrtth tim 
Sf^m atlktl« or j|p (^hatg^^for it Would 
t^ coft diHSvtri^^A ^^P^ pft Gatbii 
Ahix)^ I. and, ia R€A)«y« kcoidi fiot 
-fan^us^iiioacfii^li i^^^Msr For it & 
ihewp ^;the following Diftoorfe^ ibafi A>w 
J^ifthsof dl clftt is gaiwdin thePbmUH 
%ons, 'C^mes }|o;tie tow«. firan^i aboicT 

toiljjM^. NatiQflfc it thfi.worft f^ 
^ 1^ to frad^. !Wi^ ^.viC ^i>dQepSv«lOtt 
Things nc^ewrf fer. t>ife4 and waottr verji 
Uttle eitheir Ssmt Lutufy or Convenience, Ibmo^ 
few Mafierialsesex^epced to het^- to cany on 
^leitrMami&^es )r th^ diief of.whjChotiV 
Wool,.,a4ld:j^j4yirijStufi8^ 
' ' ■' i /» '/. ,•» '- -J- »(. .* -''••,-. * ' 
. iffJBiyrilT tlie Fourth. elbOiliflic^ \theic 
Lf&nen Manuft^re fo» tl^t ih^y have^ 
not only enough jo ^pply «hemfelve$» 
but export .mighty Quancicies. . ikk a)io» 
' ; ] encouraged 
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encowagcd the Plantihg Mulberry Treesi 
and makibg ^f SDk, whichiishow^brooght 
to-fo great f trfediony<^fat Wc are cre^ 
ly infonjied, they make iWthin ihenifclves 
iufficienc Qdamities for carrying 6n alF 
their Manuta^9kiires; and not enly fo, bur 
chey have exported Tome of their thrown: 
Silk to be fold atX^^***)!;; %hich i^faid;- 
in allRefpaft^ is *5 ^d as the bell Silk? 
made ih lidlyi fa that <what raw SHk they* 
have from Abroad^ is in Return^ fer their 
Woblleil^, and' other Manufaftut^, whichr 
they fend oiit^agiin p'Legbcirfi^T ia Mar^ 
ker, -They have kidMewn- foitic of -their 
beft Latids 'foF'Pkftorage ete^^nlewl^^ the 
Growtii' Of 4h^& Wool? ^Phofe^lfebir 
and frugal MMfures muft make th^ni ther 
rfchefft NakIofi^iii15Wr^)jf)^; ^They. have mo- 
deled cv*fyT4iing-fey^wfenr that th^y Tend 
etit their ^Ik^^aAd^ lliniftSi - M^^ 
AH^y of' their iSwri IVodu^; ^'iind' Ivave 
the fR^turris* agaitt (n- SitVcr and ? Goldv 
Great Part ind^ ^of their Woollen Manu- 
fe<ftu«? is carriisd' On with S^pafiifi and /rr/5^ 
WootK--Vf)iat they inft^rt ttbfti If^Und 
might be pyev^ted, if^ ^t>per Cawi Vrit 
taken; but inilead of that, there is a Duty 
of ^ k iP^nhing'pir StphetlaStf^ upwi" «ll 
that comes to England : SO that the <Fr^»rfi 
buy theirs in trelMd near i(x ferCent. cheap-^ 
croha;n we, . ^ ,,' .. :^ . - -. - - 

:- i > -i*5 CHAP. vn. 
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TRjil^E htween England mi 

FjLjrfJ\ri>!BjR;y tikes* from us Sergey 
a fe*r Flannens, a Tcry few StufB, So- 
^r. Tobacco, Tin and Lead, 

. ENGLAND takes fWmi-thcm fine 
J^xcty fine Cambridks and Cambr ick Lawn$, 
Htf«^^ri whiccd Linnens, Threads; Tapes-, 
Incles, and divers other Commodities to a 
^rery greait Value-: But the Dutch having 
the Command of the Mouth of the Scbwt^ 
4o thereby fecuris ta themfelues in a great 
Meafure the Paflage of Goods to and m>m 
Flanders through Holland ; fo that it is diffi- 
cult to judge what the Balance we pay to 
theni amounts to.. But it is undobtedly 
very coo^dera^le, we being their grcatc^ 
Cuftomers forthofc Comnioditics ; and yet 
rhey prohibit pur Woollen Cloths ; which^ 
if Wttily iadmitted, Vis thought - would noc 
amount to dfie fifth Part of what we take 
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c H A P. vni. 

^fi.ADE iKtWHn England and 
Gfitmaoy. 

Pi»;vJ-flQtb, P.««gpts., Longells, 
Serges, and ivm^ ^xx^ of Snifi&» To-- 
bacco. Sugar, Ginger, Eaft India Goods, 
Ttf), I^, ^. f^yer^ eJith^Cocntnedities^ 
tbc ^grc ac CpiniUmjiCiOQ Qf wbich is . in the 

MNQL4NJ? xsike$ frotfi thcnd pra- 
di^ipus.QlpaiHi(ie^<]|f LinntQ> Linnca-yani^^ 
Kid ^ins, TinPlatesjianddigrcftC tnaoy 
ptbor CpfnunpdiiiE^ 

AccoRDiNa |o ihe Cuftom-jiottfe Ac^ 
ipountsy the/3alvice was thought to be la 
our Favour, when w« were fupplkd by 
Franu with Lkniens; but fince the high 
Duty. upon French hxmtx^ theJ^po-or, 
iEU)d other Prin^^ pf Gtrphmy^ have gainod 
that Maft^^ure, sfbifib. :hjp ..^pMtly xwi^ 
riched them ; and yet, notw^itt^Kandiiig 
thofc great Advantages they have by im- 
porting their Linnens upon us, feme of 
t^rp hofr^ gn>bibited ieveral Sorts of gm 

Woollen 
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"Woollen Manufafhires, and others have 
prohibited all 5 which gifts ^m a ver^ 
great Balance upon us. 



CHAP. tK. 

TRAT>B between England, Nor- 
way and Denmark. 

NORmsr and i^Mnnri take from 
£ffglandGumtas9 Qroura Pieoes^ mA 
BuUaon, a licde Tohacoo^ and a ftwcbftrile 
Woollens of fmaU Valoe. 

Taft Quanticies .of Deal £9ardSy Tiiriber, 
Spars andiron. We pay thematfry great 
Balance, and their rebuilding great Ships 
of Burthen Cdeftroyed in jhe War between 
them and Sweden) will again eftablifli them 
in the Navigation and Freight of their 
Timber, and will greatly increafe their Ba- 
lance upon us. 



CHAP. X. 
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^ OHAR X. 

Zi?-^2)jB between England 4»^ 
Sweden. 

SWEDEN takes -from d^f/tf«i our 
Gold, Silver, and but a fmall Quan- 
tity of the Manufaftures and Produ^on of 
En^and. 

ENGLAND takes from Sweden near 
two Thirds of the Iron wrought vap 6r con- 
fillied in the Kingdom, Copper, Boards, 
Plank, 6fr. the Balance they drew from 
us amounted before the late War withD^xr- 
mark^ to between two and three hundred 
ihoii^d Pounds yearly, befidfts the Freight 
of tbeifown Prodiift; ' which wepaid thwa 
for likcwifc. - 






CHAP. XI. 
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CHAP. XL 

TRAT>E between Engljuid and 
Ruffia.- 

RUSSIA takes from England fome 
cdarfe Cloth, Long-ells, WorftedStuffii 
Tin, Lead, Tobaccocs, and a few other 
Commodities. 

ENGLAND takes from Rufta; 
Hemp, Flax,* Linnen-cloth, Linnen-yarn, 
jR^^tf Leather, T^ow,. Furs, Iron, Pot- 
alh, &fr. to an immenfe Value. But ha« 
ving no other Market to go to for Hernp^ 
where ,any> ^reat Quaotities iigiay, be had» 
they' are .paid tliwowh trices for what 
ite take Of xtitm. , ^ V . " 



V .B i CHAP. xn. 
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CHAP. Xlln 

TR,AT> E between Et^land gnd 

'* ' ' ^ HoAi4n4. 

HOLLANU <ak(» fro«n ^ihn^ 
Broad-cjoth, Druggets, Lojigcljf, 
of a great mapy Sorts, L^th^r* 
Corn, Coals, and fomethinj^ of almoft 
every thing that this Kingdom produces 5 
bqfi4e»all .Sores of Indut aod Turkey^ renex- 
pqrted Goocjs, Sugars, TobaccQ, Vjf:% 
Ginger, PifcH and Tar, and.fqndry oAer 
Commodities of theProdt^cc of our -^w^* 
rwa PJ»n,uwii5t . 

ENQ14NI) tilia'^ip^^/^vi great 
Quantities of fine Hollands l4nzi(^,THrt^d3>. 
Tapes and Incles, Whale Fins, Brafs Bat- 
tery, Madder, Argol, with a large Num- 
ber of other Commodities, and Toys, 
Clapboard Wainfcot, &r/ But according 
to the Cuftom-houfe Accounts, we over- 
balance them in Trade to a confiderable 
Value. According to this View of the 
Trade with Hqlland^ the Balance paid us is 
thjice as mych as we receive from either 
PerH^ai at' Spain. But wten we confider 
the great Number of Smugllng Ships that 

arc 
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ire cmplijyed between this Kingdom ind 
HoUandj and the Supply we have from 
them of Pepper, and all other Sorts of /«- 
dia Spice, with Callicoes, Muflins, Ittdis 
Silks, and Romals, and Other Manufac- 
tures of India, Cofiee, Tea, Chiiia Ware^ 
and very great Quantities ^ BMlands and 
fine Lace, Gandbricks, Dutch Fadu^jd, 
Velvets, and other wrought Silks^ it is apt 
to furnifli the thinking Fart of Mankind 
with other Nations. 



C H. A P XIIL 

TRA^E between England and. 
; . Irclajid. 

IJR£L/^iVD takes' from England ffne 
Broad-cloth, RichSUks^ Ribboos,jGald 
and Silver Lace, manufaftased Iron and 
Cutlery Walts, Fewt!pr„ great ^^ntitics 
of Hops, GojJs, Dying Wares, Tobacco, 
Si}gar, Eafi India Gp0ds, Raw Silk» Hoi* 
lands, and almoft every Thing they ufe, 
but coarfe Linnens, coarfe Woollens, and 
Eatables, 

B 2 ENG^ 
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• ENGLAND takes from Ireland 
Woollenyarii, Linncn-yarn, great X^an- 
tities of Wooll in the Fleece^ for carrying 
on our Manufadures, and employing our 
Poor^ fome Tallow: But that which make€ 
Ireland fo very profitable to England j is, 
that it is thought near one Third Part of 
the Rents :of the Whole belong to EngUfi 
Noblemen^and"Gentlenicn that dwell here, 
befides the very large Sums that are fpenc 
for the Education of their Youth, by the 
great Number of Nobility and Gentry that 
refort to the Engltjh Court, and thofe who 
fome to folicit for Places and Employ- 
ments. There may be added to thele the 
Sums of Money that are paid to Perfons 
that have Places and Penfions out of the 
Injh Revenues, who refide here; bcfides 
tiie/, upon their Eftablifliment, maintain 
lo or I2000 Men, who are always ready 
upon any Emergency. 

Thev have an extraordinary Trade for 
their Hides, TalJow, Beef, Butter, iic. to 
Holland^ Flanders y France^ Portugal and 
Spain^ which enables them to make large 
Remitunces to keep their Balance with us. 



CHAP. XIV. 
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C H A F. XIV. 

TR AT>E between England and thi 
Sugar Flantation& 

OUR Sugar Plamaimi ukt frotn E^-i 
land all Sorts, of Cloathing, both 
Linnen, Silks, and Woollen, wrought Iron^ 
Brafs, Copper ; all Sorts of Houfhold Fur- 
niture,' and a great Part of their Food •, fo 
that they are entirely dependant on us. 

. Thby fend us Sugar, Ginger,, and le- 
veral Gooimodities, enough for our own 
Confumption, and formerly we re-exported 
BS much as brought in feveral hundred 
thoufand Pounds yearly. They fend us 
all the Bullion and Gold they can mcec 
with, but rarely carry out any. And 
doobtlefs would produce a great many other ^ 
Commodities, which we now have from; 
Iftdia by way of Holland^ as Cinnamon, 
Cloves, Nutmegs, Mace, Coffee, ^c. pro-, 
vided they were planted, and efFcftual (>re 
taken of them. 



B 3 CHAP. XVi 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



(30) 

C H A P. XV. 

TRAT> E ^^/i£;/^ England and the 
Tobacco Plantations. 

THE Tobacco Plantatms take from 
England their Cloathing, HouQioldl 
Goods, Iron Manufiifturcs of all Sorts^ 
Saddles, Bridles, Brafs and Copper Wares ; 
and notwithiknding their dwelling among 
the Woods, they take their yety Turners 
Wares, and almoft every Thing clfe that 
may be called the Manufadufe of Efig^ 
land^: So that indeed it 16 a very great* 
Number of People that are employed to^ 
provkJe a fufficient Supply of .Goods for 
tJiem, 

E NGLAND takes from them no« 
dnly what TobaCco we confumc at Hom«, 
\?nt very great Quantities for Re-expor-' 
tation, which may properly be laid to be 
the fureft Way of enriching this King- 
dom, 



p^ • ^ ' CHAP» XVI, 
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CHA?. XVI. 

THA^B hetwttn Englaod atfd 
Carolina. 

CAROLINA lies in ^ fcijjpy a Cii^ 
mate as ahjr inthfeWorWj from ji ' 
to 36 Dtgfees of ^mhetn Latitttde. The 
Sdil i« •generally fertile: The Rice it pro- 
duces is fald to be thfe beft in the World v 
and no Goahtry affords bfetterSHk than has' 
iKSto brought (torn thence, though foi* 
want of fofiicient Encouragement, the Quan* 
tity imported is very fmall. 'Tis faid both 
Boh^a and Green Tea have been raifed 
there ektraofdihary ^ood of the Kind. Thfe 
dive Tree grows Wild^ and thrives very 
well, arrd might foon be be improved fo 
far as to Ibpply us with large Quantitiei 
of Oyl. *Tis fiid the Fly, from whence 
the Cocheneal is made, is found very com- 
rnorily ; and if Care was taken, very great 
Quantities might be made. The Indiga 
Plant grows, exceeding well v and *tis. 
thoi^hr, if rightly impi*oved, we might 
be fupplied with both the afbrefaid Com-^ 
modities, not only to anfwer our Home- 
Confumption, but with large Quantities^ 
fox Es.-cxportation. The Country has. 
B 4 Plenty 
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Plenty of Iron Mine in it ; and would pro- 
duce excellent Hemp and PJax, if Encou- 
ragenfient was given for raifing it. It lies 
as convenient as any of our Colonies in 
America for carrying on the Skin Trade, 
and fupplying the Indian -^zxiom with 
Englijh Commodities. The Rice Trade, 
.£nce it hath been made an enumerated 
Commodity, is under great Difcourage* 
ment ; for it cannot be fent direftly to Pdr- 
tugal and Spain^ as formerly ; and it will 
Jioc bear the Charge of bringing Home 
and refliipping, unlefs it be at the Time 
when the Crops in the Mtlantfc and Egypt 
prove bad. 

The Enumeration was obtainM by a 
Captain (a) of a Ship employed by a Com- 
pany then trading to Carolina ; for feveral 
Ships going from England thither, and pur- 
chafing Rice for Portugal^ prevented the 
aforefaid Captain of a Loading. Upon 
his coming Home, he poflfefied a Member 
of {b) Parliament ('who was very frequent- 
ly employed to prepare Bills) with an Opi- 
nion, that carrying Rice direftly to Portu- 
gal was a Prejudice to the Trade of Eng* 
landy and privately got a Claufe into an 



(a) Cole. (h) Mr. Lowndes. 

Ad 
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A& (f) to make it an Numerated Commo* 
dity ; by which Means he fecured a Freight 
to himfeif. But the Confequence proved a , 
vaft Lois to the Nation ^ and that Trade 
is not fuppofed to be one third Part 
of what it nfiight have been by this T]inne. 
Now this cx>uld not have happened^ if chat 
Gentleman who brought in that paijife had 
underftood the Nature and Circulation of 
Trade, he would then have known, that it 
19 much more the Intereft of the Englifh 
Merchant to fell his Rice in Porlugal^ and 
have the Mpney remittedthence, than it ia 
to- have it -brought to England^ afterwards 
fhipp'd to U>lland'j Hamburgh^ or Poriu* 
gai ^ for the Difference in the Freight^ and 
Charges is at load 50 fer Cent^ 

A. 

'• - N.'B. As Carolina isJike to» become the 
Property of the Crownv the ric^ 
Grounds, that lie under the Apulacbean' 
Hills, and thro*' i^rgima.j idc. ape irn- 
viting Places fpr raifing Silk». Hemp^ 
and FlaX) the Air being accounted, 
healthy and pure, and the Country i^ 
large enough to canton out into diftioiSfe 



W 3»-4» $^-^- Aa forcominuingtbeButv-on Low 
|frm«5, Cofec, Tea, i^c. 



& 4 . Lou 
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Lots all the Inhabitants we ftiall be ca- 
pable of fending, from whence they 
will have the Convenience of fending 
all their Goods down by Navigable 
Rivers, which would alfo be a Securi* 
ty to our Frontiers againft the In- 
croachrtients of the Frencby who lie oa 
the other Side thofe Mountains. 



CHAP. XVU. 

TRAIXS bitween England md^ 
Tenfilvania* ^ 

PE NSJL VANIAvtithm forty Years, 
has made wonderful Improvements ;. 
they have buiJt a large and regular City ;. 
they have cleared great Trafts of Land, 
and railed very great Quantities of Wheat 
and other Provifions ^ and they have, by 
Wa/ of Jamdicay beat oiut a very great 
Tf^e for their Corn and Provifions to thft 
Sfamjh IFe/l-hdies y and if thi* Trade ba^ 
properly nurfcA up,, it may draw the Sfar^ 
nijh Coaft very niuch to depend on ilis for a» 
^-Supply of Flower, Kskct, 6?r. which ttay- 
be oi great Advantagp to us.. 
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It is aFrtady attended Wifli tHat goodt' 
Confeqiieiice, that it hath fappJicd them 
with Gold' and Stiver, which is frequently 
brought Home by our trading Ships fron> 
thence, and has very much enlarged their. 
Demands upon us for Broad-cloth, Kerfies^. 
Druggets, Serges, Stuffs,- and Manufafturea^ 
of all Sorts. 

Thev fupply the Sugar Plantations witb 
Pipe and Barrel Staves, and other Lumber i 
with Flower, Bisket, Pork, ^c. But this 
is not fufficient for their Cloathing, and 
fhefefdre arc fofced to make fomething by 
their own Labour^ and Induftry to anfwer 
that End. 



CttAP. XVIIL 

1^ RAT^E btt'wem England^ New^ 
Jerfey, md New-York^ 

THE Provinces of l^ew. Jtrfey^ andi 
lietiiTork produce much the fame- 
yi'vixFenfth)an\d^^TA thcirTfaffick is much. 
Ihe fame k we^ have what Iwfeney thcyi caiii 

caife; 
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raife to buy our Manufaftures for their 
Cloathing ; and what they further want* 
they are forced to mapufadure for thenr^ 
Selves,, as the aforefaid Colonies do. 




CHAP. XIX. 

7RAT>E hH^jDeen England and 
New England. 

takes from tis 
'Manufaftures, 
for rising 
their Ships, Haberdafliery, ^c. To. raife 
Money to pay for what they take of us, 
they are forced to vifit the Sfaniflj Coafts^ 
where they pick up any Commodity they 
can trade fon They carry Lumber and 
ProviGons to the Sugar Phintaeions •, ex- 
change Provifions for Logwood with the 
Logwood Cutters at Campeacbey. Thejp: 
fend Pipe and Bacrel Staves, and J^ilh to 
Spaiftj Portugal^ and the StreigbU. They 
fend pitch, Tar, and Turpentine^ tio Eng^ 
land^ with fome Skins : But all thofe Com* 
modities fall very fliort of purchafing their 
Cloathing id^ England \ and therefore wh^f 

Qthar 
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©tbcr Neeeflaries they want, thdy are forced 
to manufadufe foi: themfelves, as the afore-^ 
mentioned Colonies. : 



CHAP. XX. 

TRATyE between England arui 
Africa. 

OUR Trade with Africa is very profit-* 
able to the Nation in. general : It has 
this Advantage,, that it carries no Money 
out, and not only Ibpplys our Plantations 
with .Servaats,, but brings in a great deal^ 
of Bullion for thofe that are fold to tha 
Spamjh fFefi'lndw,y befide Gold Duft, and 
other Coounodities, as Redwood, Tceth^ 
Guinea Grain, £sfr. fome of which arc ne- 
cxported^ The Supplying our Plantations 
with Negroes is ol that extraordinary Adr 
vantage to. us,, that the Planting Sugar and 
Tobacco^, and carrying, on Trade there^* 
could not be fupportcd without themj. 
which Plantatbns,. as I have elfewhere ob- 
ierved,, are the great Caufes of the Increafe 
of the Riches of the Kingdom. There has 
bceo great Struggles by *the Jfrkan Com- 
"^ • panji 
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ptny t6 tngrofs that Trade i?o themfelvtef # 
by which Means they would riot orily pre-^ 
vent the large Profit^ that are brought 
into the Nation by the Trade private Ad- 
venturers drive thither, but would alfo ^be- 
one great Means of ruining our Plantati^ 
ons 5 for, as I have already obferved, our 
Plantations, are Tupjtorted by the Labour 
of Slaves, and our Profit cither more or 
fefs, according to the Numbers- there cm-- 
ployed ; and as th? Trade is now drove 
on by private AdventureBS, they pufli it. 
with all imaginable Vigour •, and the Plan* 
ters havtf Hot only very great Numbers of 
Slaves brought in, but they are alfo afFdrd- 
ed them 'at moderate Prices.. But if this. 
Trade fliould fall into^ the Hands of thci 
Company, the Management, I am afraid; 
would be as it has been in fome other Com- 
panies, carried on to the Enriching par- 
ticular Perlbns, who too often trade away 
fhfe Company's Eftates ; whereas private 
Traders put themfirfvcs into all Methods 
6f Frugality, Induftry, afid good Manage- 
ment 5 which indeed evidently appears by 
the Trade the Company drove, and' what 
private Adventurers have done : For the 
Company at beft, b^ what I appi'ehendjnever 
mded for above Five or Six thoufand Ne- 
groes yearly, whereas private Adventurers. 
^vQ traded. &r Thirty ihoufand op-^ tip-' 
■*• - ward&|i 
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* wafds :' And if ever our Trade fliould come*' 
to be put under a Company, I Ihall take 
it for granted, that our Improvements in 
the Plantations, which is carried on by the 
Labour of Negroes,^ would foon decline. 



G H A P. XXL 

TRADK between England m^ 
Eaft-lndia. 

AS the greatcft Empires, and tfrc'vafl> 
eft Numbers of People are found in 
that Part of the World called Afta^, I was 
ready to fpehd my Thoughts-upon the No*- 
tions fome have of the Advantages that 
might be drawn to us by the Itiduftry of 
the EngUfi Natioa in trading from^ one 
Kingdoiti to another 5 but confidering, 
that 'trade is limited by Charter, I fhall 
only touch upon fome Particulars. We 
fend very great Quantities of Bullion thi- 
ther, as w-cll as fome ManuiatSkures of this 
Kingdom, which purchafe there, at very 
low Prices, the Produdsf and MrfnufaAures 
of .India, and Cbifta^ which are brought' 
JB^e in our own Navigs^tion i out of 
r^ wJiich 
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vsrhich we fuppljr ourfelves Vfith MuttmBr 
Callicoes, and other Cotton Cloaths, fuffi- 
cient lor our own Confumption v as-alfa 
with Coffee, Tea, and Raw Silk v and, it 
is fuppofed, fell to Foreigners as many of 
the faid Commodities as repay for all the 
Bullion fliipp*d out, and leave with us 
hefide a very eonfiderable Balance upon that- 
Trade. 

BENGAL Raw Silk is bought at 
very low Prices there, and is very ufefol 
m carrying on the Mafiufadlures of xbia 
Kingdom, 

CHiNA Silk is of exceUent - Staple^ 
and comes at little above one Third of 
the Price of Italian Piedvwni Silk. The. 
Duty of Bengal Raw Silk being one Third. 
iDore, and China near three Times as much, 
as that of Italian^ hinders our being fup^ 
plied To fully as we ought, and is a great 
Damage to the Nation ; for we pay the. 
Duke of Savoy all ready Mpncy. for what 
we have from him,., which as jeffedualljr 
drains us of our Bullion, as- the Jn^ia or 
China Tvdidt does; with this Aggravation, 
that almoft three Pounds of China Silk may- 
he purchafed for the Money that one Pound. 
ef Piidmoni. Silk cofts us,.. 
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A L T i| o* Sliver is not fent out di- 
Tcftly to Piedmont^ as it is to India^ yet ifi 
FaA it is the f^me Thing ; for the Ba- 
lance of fomc other Trade is carried thi- 
ther, which otherwife would be remitted 
to us. 

The Silk of China will anfwer, in maft 
Refpefts, the Ufe of Italian Silk, provi- 
ded we could be fopplied with the fine 
Raw Silk of which they n)ake their Da* 
masks, Sattins, and other fine Manu- 
fafturcs, which by ^thc Curipfity of thofe 
Silks, muft come up to the Goodnefs of 
Italian Silk. 

^ Tn% China Silk.tiiatwe commonly re« 
ceive, is purchafed at Canton^ the neareft 
Port we trade to in China ; but their fine 
Silk ]^ made in the Provinces of Nankin 
and Gbekiam^ whfire their fine Manufac- 
tures are carried on, and where prodigious 
Quantities of Raw Silk are made, and the 
belt in all China. We have never import- 
ed any of the Superfine here, but two or 
three Ships < have brought extraordinary 
good, the beft of which, we are infornied, 
was brought from Amoy ; and doubtlefs,' 
if Encouragement was given for the Im- 
portation of that fine Silk, it might be 
thrown h^re, and our Manufactures carried 

on 
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-on at fl fmall ExpeMe co the NaCi^ : The 
Countries of Cbekiam and Nankin ikM, pfd- 
<loce ir> are much ta the Northward of thte 
Places vre mw trade tot^ ami tmrCkufan^ 
about .five or fix hundred Mil^ to the 
Northward of Canton^ an Ifliand in whicb 
we formerly had a Fadory, and were admit- 
tidto trade. 

TuAT Couhtry i*tery cold ki Winter; 
«i(d I ha^ been informed) (bme of our 
Woollen GftodS have fold wy well thefe^ 
trpeeiatiy our Callktiaiidoes and L^Oiig^ 

Besides, the Countries of Ci&^i&'(M» and 
Nankin are near the Heart of tht Eii^^Ire, 
where the greateft Trade ift drove \ &r)d 
Nankin bemg the Mef^Us of Tracfe tn 
that Country, as JUnd^» is in England^ fhk 
fends out her Manufadtum and Mei^^ 
dize to CaniMj as we doi to Sr^, and 
other Out-ports. But as Cannon i^ the 
ncareft Port, fome Captain? aftd Skiper-^ 
cargoes raiie Obje(^ions againft going fur^ 
tiier down the Coaft, alledging that it is i 
difficult Pilotage, and in Danger of lofing 
their Paflage back that Year-, that^the 
Mandarins^ and other OiBcers, impofc "up- 
on them, which makes it difficult to trade 
frith them. But when private Traders had 

Liberty 
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Liberty to go to Cbinaj they were of jin- 
other Opiniort ; they went to thofe Placei 
wh«« they txwld get tnoft Money ; and 
the People of Ghujan (Where the Merchants 
of Nankin as well as of Hamtbeu and iVf^i* 
p0i two other great trading Cities, Jodge 
great Quantities of Merchandize) would 
be as ready to ^ cultivate a Correfpondence 
with our Captains anfl Supercargoes, as the 
People of Cunton are; and h is hoped we 
may find as much Encouragement to tradfe 
to thofc Pares, as we now Ao to Cant^ni 
their Intercft being the fame among them 
^1. A Trade of this Nature cannot be im- 
mediately fettled, good and prudent Ma- 
nagisment and Time muft do that; Some 
of our ingenious Gentlemen have found,' 
that feveral of our Commodities, as welj 
as bur Woollens, would do very well to- 
wards the Heart of Gbind \ and to fpeak 
freely, every Lover of his Country ought 
to haye the Advantage thereof in View, as 
well as his own private Gain. If this Trade 
could be fixed, and any Quantities vended 
iR that vafl: Country, an^ the fine Silk. 
above-mentioned imporred, it would ex- 
ceedingly add to the Profits we already re- 
ceive by the brdian Trade, and bring thole 
Advantages with it, that may enable us 
to vye with any Kingdoms in Europe in the 
Siite Manufa^ures', for as Cheapnefs and 

Good- 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



(44) 

Goodnels zlwxys gives Preference, Silk (b 
imported from China would anfwer in both 
Reipeds. And ic is to be hoped. Improve^ 
mencs pf (his Kind would be readily under<^ 
taki^n by the Conspany, and be an accept- 
able Service to the^H^ as wdl as to the Na^ 
tion in general. 

. The Licenfcs giycn by the Company to 
private Merchants, xp carry on a coafting 
Trade in Indiaj has been of great Advan^t 
tage to this Nation, and feveral Merchants 
that tranfported themfelves thither, have 
by that Means been abled not oply to pay 
i)ebts here, but sHfo put themfelves into 
a Way of railing Fortunes for themfelves 
and Families, 



CHAP- XXIL 

l£ttnch Fafbjons pernicious to Englancf^ 

SCARCELY any Thing is more fur- 
prizing, than our Fondnefs of French 
Fsjhums. Monf, Colbert^ that great and 
able Miniftcr, faw how mueh we were at- 
tached to them. It fo far prevailed in the 
Reign of King CbarUi the Second, that 

our 
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ear Fafluoa-mongers were forced to go to 
France feyeral Times in the Year to fe« 
what was fit for our Court and Quality to 
wear ; which occafioned the laying out of 
large Sums of Money in the rich Silk Ma- 
Ottfaftures of that Kingdom. 

As foon as thofe Silks came over, our 
Weavers got the Fafliion, and made Silks 
to the French Patterns; ; but before they 
could difpofe of them, .the French artfully 
invented other new faftiion'd Silks, which 
prevented the Sale of thofe liiade here,* 
and difeouraged the Englijh Manufaftu- 
rers, by changing Fafliions fo often upon 
them, that they could make very little of 
the Silk ManufadtAires here in that King's 
Reign. 

UpoW a Debate confcrning the Im- 
provement of Trade ^nd Commerce in 
France J the King being prefent, a Trade 
to the Eaft-Indies was propofed, as well as 
feveral other Improvemeiife. We are told* 
Monf. Colbert delivered hisThoi^hts, That' 
the moft fpeedy Way of increafing the 
Riches of the Kingdom, was the finding 
out of Manufaftures for employing the 
Poor, and fctting the idle People to work. 
That asFfax, Silk, and WooU, were the- 
iQQlb confiderable^ he fhould as much as 

poflible 
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poflible produce thofe Commodities in bis 
own Counoy : And as Manufactures come 
to be made and worn in his Court, the 
£i;^/i/& Nation would fall into the Wearing 
<^ them alfo, .which would be. the moft 
certain Way of enriching his Kingdom ,. 
and abundantly exceed all the Advantages 
that could be expcded by an Indian Trade. 
Accordingly they were put to work. The 
French King himfdf, to fet an Example, 
would wear nothing but what was the Ma- 
nu&fture of France ; to foad was he of 
promoting them, that even upon the 
ffeath of his Mother, when jie was> told 
they wanted En^Jh Cloth for Mourning, 
he poTidvely forbad his Court from wear- 
ing any other than the Manufadure of 
Prance ^ immediately ordered a Suit .to be 
made for himfelf ; and when put on, dcfired 
his Courtiers would conoe and fee haw well 
it fitted, and which of his $ubje£bs thought 
it not good enough for them ; and *tis 
faid tQok particular Notice of thofe who 
9f>peared earlieft in Qoth or $t«ff of their 
own manu&<n:urii^. 

Upon the AcceflTion of King WtUii^m to 
the Throne, the Parliament of England 
made Laws with great Penalties on foch as 
ihovld ti^e or 4^ in irf/^ri^, Alamodes or 

Lu|tnog!i> 
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Lgftrings^ lb order tp M>Uik tfa»C Ma^ 
nufa^weherc* 



M; 



The French King^ on the other hand, 
a^vc aU inittgina^Je I^wyagcmcnt tp his 
l^ixa.f^m:qr5 at Z^jwy, fe?^. ^ to the 
Srnu^I«§ fo wrry^ cwthe. TraciCj. and ru» 
tho^ intp' -E;5!fi^^,^ 'Wbca,a. wiiole.Kfloc . 
wgs l?r<)ke; T>5 gave at qn^ Ti^ne^ a$ wc. 
have been weU ^fliircd^ Forty, thoufend 
Piftples ta fupply them with . a., nwf . 
Stock,, aad fuppprt the carrjring on that i 
Track. ..;/:-. 

It Wng a dxfiiciih Thing to give thofe- 
Sak§ a praper JU^e, aad thi Zu^ing 
Q)i«paoy having gfiK^tRefi^e^ a Maiftctfr 
a^ tlM? ^ufiriefe* xbi^Jr^Pfi> t»a^ io/bniicd 
of it, veto ncvuy <jui?t: titl th^y .ha4^ 
teniptc<rbii». away mo^^zif^lapid i (foc{ 
being a ,Frfiteft$nt he would nof g^ into 
France) when they had him there^ \\t v*>. 
foon put out of the Way, and never heard 
of aftctw^ids^ > ' 

MujLiNs having obtained tp; .t)c, thc: 
general Wear, of MMroye^ .and the E^gl\fb 
Jpift-Jjndia Company having the ImpQCta- 
tion. of the greafteil: iQijantities of f^i^rgoe 
Muflijis, bad nor only theAdvas^ge of 
w^ariprg what va«, wcwi fw jHomftCwr 

Tumption, 
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fumptioR, at a very ImaH Ekpence, but ex- ^ 
ported large Quantities to moft of the 
Countries of Europe. 

The French Nation was fond of wear- 
ing Muflins' to an extraordinary Degree, 
fo that it became the general Fafliion in' 
France. This occafibned their laylng'afide 
Gentings and Canibricks of dieir own 
Manufadure, In England there Was hardly 
ftch a Thing worn then, except a little 
for Pocket Handkerchiefs.' The French. 
King, who watch'd all Opportunities for 
improving theTrade,of his. Country, grew 
Tery uneafy to fee the Wearihe' of Muflins 
/ prevail fo much in bis Kingdom, and did 
all he could, by his Own Example, and 
other" Methods, to encour^e ; tnd' Con- 
fumption of Gehtingsi^ Cantbficks, 6?^/ but . 
he found the Work fo difficult, : that he 
was forced from Time to Time to renew 
his£di(fts« 

A fevere Edift was fet forth' the'pth of 
Augufi 1709,, another the 28 th of jlfrU 
1710, and another 'the 29th of March 
171 2 ; but being too weak to effefl: |;he 
Work, he fet forth another the lith of 
June 1 7 14 5 in which the Penalties in the 
former Afts are enutneratcd, and a great 
Fine laid^upon the Wearer. * One Edift af- 
ter 
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ter another broaght the People at laft into 
the Wearing of Cambricks, 6fr. 

By the Time the Peace was fettled be- 
tween England and France ^ an over- fond 
Inclination in Multitudes to fee the French 
Court darried them chither : They that 
were firft Matters of French Fafliionjs, 
thought they had £bund put a great Se- 
cret, and turning themfelves as' much as 
poflible into Frenchmen in their Modes and 
Drefs, ihey came Home, and gave large 
Accounts of what was worn at the French 
Court 5 and among the..^eft, thatMu'flins 
were out of Fifliion, -and Cambricks al- 
together in Wear v and as a Demonftr^tion 
thereof, fliew'd 'their Cambrick Neck- 
cloths, Ruffles, i^c, made for them in 
France* c ' . . . 

. The Sight of thefe French FaOiions 
operated* wonderfully upon the Minds of 
Numbers of our People, and nothing 
would fatisfy them hut the fame Drefs, 
.This foon diffufed. itfelf over the Nation ; 
thus French Fafliipns, after they had been 
difufed during the War, crept in, and 
Muflins, that coft but a Trifle in India^ 
brought Home ,in ^our own Navigation, 
(iDefides a vaft Quantity for "Re-exporra- 
tion) were^thruft oyt of AVear at Home, 
C ' ' \ and 
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and difcour^ged by our Example Abroad ; 
and Lawns and Cambricks, that coft from 
Five to Twenty Shillings />^r Yard, became 
our general Wear, for no other Reafon but 
becaufe the French wore them, 

T H E V have been iraprovipg the 
Growth T>f Mulberry Trees^ and incrcafing 
the Produce of their Silk ever fince Henry 
the Fourth's Time; and in Lezvis the 
Fourteenth Time, Monf. Colbert continued 
the Improvement thereof v^idi ^reat Suc- 
ccfs, and made that extraordinary Pro- 
grefs therein, that they now raife enough 
to carry on their Manufaftures with their 
own Silk, as we do ours with our Wool j 
and though Silk Manufs^Aures were here- 
tofore chiefly the Wear of Women, they 
found it. their Intereft to run into the ma- 
king of Silk Garments for Men alfo. In 
the Summer their Nobility and Gentry 
wear Silk Grograms and Paduafoys for 
Coats, Waftecoats^ and Breeches^ and in 
the Winter Velvets ; doqbtlcfs being very 
fenfible, whatever Falhions were invented 
in France^ would loon be fallen into by the 
Mnglijb Nation. 

The French are veiy fenfible of the 
Afcendancy they have over us in this Re- 
Ipcft, How few have we that go into 

France^ 
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France^ if they make any Stay there, but 
come drefs'd up in Fr^cb Stafli and 
French Airs: But if any of the Fnncb 
come h^e, the meanefl: of them fcorn to 
take up any of 6ur Englijh Faihions. 

This is a moll: fubftantial Reafon^ that 
we fhould not expefS: foreign Nations to 
fend to us for new Fafhions, or.faihion- 
abk Goods ; the FuMcb^ oor Gbttipetitort 
in Trade, can tell them with Heafui^^ 
ibe Englifli have tbm ail frim France. Ic 
was certainly a Maft^Piece in the Ftemb 
to keep this Nation dependant' oa thens 
for their Fafliions ; how little foever 
fome may think of this^ k tM^ dr«wii 
many Thoufand PwMids yearly inmFrance^ 
and leffencd oitf Trade with Foreign Na-* 
tions. 

I might give niany other Inftinceir to 
fhew the many Arts^ th^Ffmcb have ufcd 
to gain a Place with thofe Nations they 
trade withal ; md if they camiot ef&A ic 
by one Means, ihey are never at reft till 
they can by another. 

It is very well known, the Spaniards 

always hated the Levity natural to the 

French^ and thcnsfore all their Art and 

Skill could never induce them to quit their 

C a grave 
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gfave Habits, Cloaks of Bays," and the 
Reft of the Spanifl) Garb, to put oa French 
Falhibxis ; and as they could not draw 
thcra over to wear their Stuffs and Ma- 
nufaftures, we fee the Pains they took to 
place one of the Houfe of Bourbon upon 
the Spanifh Throne, whofe French Caurtitrs 
have taken great Pains to change the Af- 
feftions of the Spaniards from their own 
Drcfs, into that of the French. The fame 
Methods they take with the Indians^ which 
lie on the Back of our Settlements, from 
the IRxvtt M^tfippi to the River Canada^ 
and ft) down to Cape Breton. 

. As they naade Ufe of Cardinal Porta- 
carero to draw over the Spaniards to re- 
ceive a King from France^ Uxe leffer Priefts 
are placed among the Indians^ to draw 
them over into Amity and Affeftion to 
tliem ; they perfuade as many as poflible 
to be of the French Religion ; they oblige 
their People to . marry with the Indians ; 
and where they cannot draw them into 
French Cuftoms, they fall into theics. They 
ufe all Manner of Arts to ^xprefs their 
Kindnefs to fuch as come into their Re- 
ligion 5 and, in Ihort, they'take all Mea- 
fures to become oiie People. It is faid to 
be otherwife in our Colonies, efpccially 
NeW'Englandy &c. For we are told, after 

they 
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they have perfuaded fome of them to cm- 
brace their Religion, inftead of winning 
Ways to gain upon their AfFcdions, they 
often deride them for being Indians. If 
it be Faft, as I am afraid ic is, it is Pity 
thofe People were not better inftruded ; 
and if our People cannot come up to 
the engaging Ways the French ufe, yet at 
leaft that good Manners were ihewn to 
them. 
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CHAR xxm. 

Tropojitions for better regulating and 
emfloymg the Toor* 

AS I have mentioned feveral Incon- 
veniences and Obftrudioos to our 
Trade and Commerce, I fhall now fpeak of 
fome Methods to remedy the fame, and 
Ihew wherein the Manufadures, Trade, 
and Navigation of this Kingdom may be 
enlarged. 

The firft and greateft will be in find- 
ing efFedual Ways for employing our Poor, 
and putting all the Hands to work, cither 
at Home or in the Plantations^ who can- 
not fupport themfelves : And as in the 
following Difcourfe I have had in View the 
raifing and producing great Plenty of 
^Materials in our Plantations for fetting 
the Poor to work, the feveral Employments 
arifing from Hemp, Flax, Silk, £5?^. will 
aflferd' fach Variety, that there will be 
enough, not only for the robuft and ftrong, 
but for the weakly, and even for Children ; 
and doubtlefs a good Example and Perfe- 
verance in the Rules of Induftry will 
change the very Inclinations of thofe idle 

vagrant. 
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vagrant Peribns, who now run about the 
kingdom, and ipend their Time, and 
what Money they can any Way come at^ 
upon their Debauches. We fee aJl wife 
Governments have and do follow this Prac- 
tice. The DuUb have brought their Poor 
under fuch Regulations, that there is 
Icarcely !a Be^gjar to be feen in the whole 
United Provinces ; for that no other Na- 
tion may, under- work them, they take all 
imaginable Care to keep all Materials for 
Manufadtures as low as poflible, and lay 
their Taxes upon fuch Things as th? Peo- 
ple cannot fubfift without, as Eatables, 
Firing, £s?r. very well knowing that Hun- 
ger and Cold will nlake People work to 
fupply their Neceffities. . Flanders and 
Hambourg purfue the fame Meafures for 
fupprefling Idlenefs and Beggary. Queen 
Elizdbetb nude good Laws for reftraining 
Vagiranfs,: llturdy Beggars, and all loofe^ 
idle, difordetly People, by ereding Work* 
houses in fevcral Counties of the Kingdom^ 
to keep them to hard Labour. Indeed it 
is /aid the Laws in Force do not impower 
the Majlers cf fVork-houfis to adminiff^r 
CorreSlion to fucb as mil not worky wbich 
is is hoped will now he* reSlified. Nocwith- 
(tanding this was not provided for, her 
wife Miniftry had conudered the Advan- 
tages that would accrue to the Nation, by 
F 4 reforming 
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reforming the loofe Manners of the meaner 
People, and employing them in fuch pro- 
fitable Works and Manufadures as would 
enrich the Kingdom, and render it con- 
fiderable, by enlarging our Trade, and 
fupplying foreign Markets with our Wool- 
len Goods, and other Produces of the Na- 
tion ; for the turning the Praftice of this 
Sort of People from Idlenefs to Labour, is 
alfo turning their Minds and Inclinations 
from Lewdnefs to Virtue. 

It •has been remarked by our Clothiers 
and other Manufaftures, that when Corni 
has been cheap, they have had great Dif- 
ficulty to get their Spinning, and other 
tVork done ; for the Poor could buy Pro- 
yifion enough with two or three Days Wa- 
ges CO ferve them a Week, and would fpend 
the Reft in Idlenefs, Drinking, &c. But 
when Corn ha$ been dear, they hav^ been 
forced to ftick all the Week at it ; and the 
Clothiers have had more Work done with 
all the Eafe that could be defired, and 
the conftant Application to Bufinefs had 
fixed their Minds fo much to ic, that they 
have not only had Money enough to pur- 
chafe Food, but alfo to provide them- 
felves with Cloaths and other Neceflaries, 
whereby to live comfortably* Some few 
other Regulations were added in the'RQ^ 
: ' of 
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of King James the Fifft, as well as in the 
Reigns of King Charles the Firft and Se- 
cond, and many good ones were added in 
the Reigns of King William and .Queen 
Anne^ for ftrengthening the former LawSy 
and keeping the Poor to their proper Settle- 
ments, ftridly enjoining the. Juftices of 
Peace, Conftables, and other Officers, to 
put the feveral Laws in Execution, and for 
levying fundry Fines to which they were liar 
ble. But notwithltanding we have fo ma- 
ny excellent Laws, great Numbers of ftur- 
dy Beggars, loofe and vagrant Pcrfons, in- 
feft the Nation, but no Place more than 
the City of London and Parts adjacent. If 
any Perfon is born vrith any Defcft or De- 
formity, or maimed by Fire or any other 
Cafualty, or by any inveterate Diftcmper, 
which . renders them miferable Objefts^ 
their Way is open to London,^ where they 
have free Liberty of (hewing their naufeous 
Sights to terrify People, and force tl>em to 
give Money to get rid of them 5 and thofe 
Vagrants have for many Years paft removed 
out of feveral Parts of the three Kingdoms^ 
and taken their Stations in this Metropo- 
lis, to the Interruption of Converfation and 
Bufmefs. This muft proceed from the ve- 
ry great Negledl of the inferior Officers in 
and about this City, who ought to put the 
Laws, in Execution ; ; for in thofe Places 
where Magiftrates take care to keep Con- 
C 5 ftablcs 
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nibbles, and other Oificers, to their Duty, 
they have little or no Trouble of this 
Kind, efpecialtjr where there are Work- 

^0U&9. 

The Magfftrates of Briftol have that 
Citf under fuch excellent Regulation^ 
that Fore^n B^ars dare not , appear ; 
they are not troubled with obnoxious 
-Sights, fo common with us: Their Work- 
houfes are terrible enough to them ; for 
as fbcHi a» any of them are efpied in the 
City^ they are taken up and whipt : And 
where-ever Work-houfcs have been built, 
f if wcl> direfted) the Parifh Rates have 
been much leflened; and donbtlefs when 
the Maftcr of the Work-hoofe, and ochers 
under fekn, come to be experienced . in 
the feverat Employments the Poor are put 
tso, and perform their Duty with Incc* 
grtty, there will be little Occafion to wafte 
the Firi&k Money Open Pierfons that are 
able to work ; and even Children would 
foon come to fpin, or do fomething ios 
a Mabtenance. The fakers Work-* 
houfe in the City of Ltrndon is an Exam- 
ple of this Kind ; the poor Orphans among 
them, as weU as the Children of iuch 
Foot as are not able to fubfift them, are 
put to their Work-hou&, where they are 
taught to read and write certain Hours 

of 
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of the Diiy, and ai other Times are put 
to fpin, or other Employments 5 and it 
is found by Experience, that the Childrea 
who can change their Employments fix>m> 
their Books to their Spinning, ^c^ are as 
well fatis^ed therewith, as if diey had f(> 
niuch Time allowed them for Pky i and 
the Emalatbn who ihalt do ihofl: and 
beft, fcems to be as much r^arded by 
them ; ancl thev have as great a Delire to 
excel one another, as other Children havQ 
at their mod pleafing Diverfions* And 
as the Nation has found great Ad^aotagcr 
by thofe Work-houfes which have heeri 
eftiblifhed by Aft of Parliament, it is i 
great Pity that fd profitable an Infticution 
was not made general through the Nation^ 
that fo tjhere might be no Pretence for 
any Beggar to appear abnoad. Their Ei^- 
ample is very pcrmcious ; for \yhat they 
get by begging is confumed commonly ia 
Ale-houfes, Gin-{hops, ^c and one drua« 
ken B^gar is an Inducement to a great 
maay to follow the fame Trade. Nobody 
is more dcfiro^s the Poor (bould be plea- 
.tifuUy provided for than myfelf ^ and if 
the prefent Alldwance is not fuiHcient, it 
would be niuch better to augment it, and 
bring them to live in a more regular Way^ 
than to foflfer thofe Scrollers to go about 
be^is^ from Door to Door» I^ have 
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feen a little Book writ by that worthy Fa- 
ther of his Country Sir 'Matlhew Hale ; 
wherein he lays down Propofitions for 
ereding Work-houfes, viz. That the Ju- 
ftices at 'their Quarter Seffions might di- 
ftribute the Parifhes in their feveral Coun- 
ties into feveral Divifions, in each of which 
therte might ' be a Work-houfe for the Ufe 
of their refpeftive Divifions, that is to fay, 
two, three^ four or five Parifhes to a Work- 
houfb,* according to the Greatnefs or Small- 
neft of the Parifhes wherein they are pla- 
ced.^ There are feveral other good Rules 
laid down by him for the Government of 
fuch Work - houfes, and for fetting the 
Poor to work, with Methods for raifing 
' a Stock for employing them, which might 
be improved to the very great Advantage 
of thfe Publick : However, where the Peo- 
ple are In the gfeateft Diftrefs, there is 
moft Occafion to begin ; and there is no 
Place fo immediately Hands under a Ne- 
ceflity of being relieved from thofe Va- 
grants, as the City ofLondon^ and adja- 
cent- Parts; as is before hinted. If the 
Work-Jioufe in Bijbopfgate fireet is not large 
enough for holding and correfting all thofe 
diforderly Perfons, it is Pity but another 
Work-houfe was added for the City, and 
that every large Parifli round the City- 
was obliged to build one for receiving of 
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their own Poor, as well as for correfting 
all thofe Strollers. The DifScuky will be^ 
to find out a Method for better putting the 
I^aws in Execution. I muft confefs, I 
think, the Error is in depending upon CoH' 
ftabtes : They ^rc Men of Bufinefs, and 
have Families to fupport ; none of thena 
take the Office upon them but with Re- 
gret \ and if they they can find Money, 
rather buy off than fcrve in their own 
Perfons ; if they are forced to ferve, when 
the Laws igainft Vagrants fliould be put 
in Execution, the Con/table is abotfp his 
own Bufinefs; and, if poffible, will not 
be found. I therefore think that the Con^ 
Stable fhould not be depended upon in this 
^afe, but that the whole Care fhould be 
committed to the Beadle of every Ward, 
and their Under Beadles, with an Aug- 
mentation of their Salaries, to make it 
worth their While to put the Laws in 
Execution againft all fach loofe People : 
And, as I have obferved, our Tradefmen 
commonly fine of, if tliey can, frOm ferv- 
ing Cmftahk \ on the contrary, the Place 
of Beadle of a Ward is a Place of Value, 
and very much folicited for, and Men of 
good Charafters are recommended to it* 
The like Struggle is made Jn Pariftics up- 
on Choice of their Beadle 5 and if the 
Beadle of each Fari0i had'alfo^a further 
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AUpwancc for keeping the Parifiies clear 
of Beggars, in my Opinion, ic would be 
the likelieft Way effedually to remedy 
the great Diforder we are now under. By 
the prefent Laws, every Perlbn that takest 
up a Vagrant i& intituled to the Sum of 
Two ShiUings, to be paid by the Con- 
liable. Now if the Beadle was direfted 
to pay the iaid Two Shillings., inftead of 
the Conftable^ and the Church-warden to 
tepay him, and charge it in his Parifli 
Account, and the faid Beadle to carry 
fach«i£eggar, or other Vagrant, to the 
Work-hoqfe, there to be fet to Work, it 
would undoubtedly clear " the Streets of 
fuch Vagrants : And the Beadle fhould be 
fubjedeS to a Penalty, if he did not exert 
his utmoft Endeavour to take up fuch 
fljToUing Begg^s, upon Information givei) 
him of fuch being feen in his Ward, and 
even to be turned out of his Pkce for con- 
tinued Negleds ; and doubtlefs every Al- 
derman in the City would encourage A> 
neceiOary a Regulation, and fee that hi$ 
Beadle doe$ his Duty, and keeps his Ward 
flear of fuch Vagrants. But as to thofe 
Creatures that go about the Streets to £hew 
their maim'd Limbs, naufeous Sores, ftump 
Hands or Feet, or any other Deformity^ 
I am of Opinion, that they ^e by no 
means Objeda fit to go abroad s and coit- 
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fidcring the Frights and pernicious Impref- 
fions, which fuch horrid Sights have given 
to pregnant Women, Cand fometimes even 
to the disfiguring of Infants in the Womb) 
Ihould move all tender Husbands to defire 
the Rcdrefi of this Enormity, and to look 
upon this as a Charity fit to be provided 
for in the firft Place, by ereding an Hof- 
pital on purpofe for receiving and ftriftly 
confining fuch People from alt Parts c^ the 
l^ation, who wander about to extort Mo- 
ney by expofing thofe difmal Sights ; and 
as it is {MTobable that one large 'iJkmie 
would receive and fupport all fuch mtfer«- 
ableObjeds, ibme fmall Addition mi^ht 
be made to the Parifli Rates, or fome na- 
tional CoUe£tion ordered to anfwer that 
Charge, and all Counterfeits (as there are 
many) of this Kind defer ve to be tranfr 
ported* 
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Increafe of the Home Confumption of 
Sugar very great. Re-exportation 
funk to little or nothing.^ The Re- 
medy propofed. 

r 

WE gained the Sugar Trade from the 
Portuguefe^ who fupplied moft Part 
of Europe with their Brazil Sugars. Ac- 
corAkigto Sir Jojiab Child^s Account^ they 
commonly imported into Europe one Hun- 
dred, or one Hundred and Twenty Thou* 
fand Chefts annually, and fold their Whites 
from Seven to Eight Pounds per hundred ; 
but as the Englijh Plantations increafed in 
making Sugars, they brought the Price of 
thofe of the Brazils to fifty Shillings or 
Three Pounds per hundred ; and fince that 
Time we have beat them out of almoft all 
that Trade on this Side t^he StreigHs- Mouth .* 
But ftill they have a coi^fidewcble Trade up 
x\it Levant^ which is fecured to them by 
being fo much nearer thofe Markers than we i 
and our Turkey Merchants, as I am in* 
formed, buy confiderable Quantities of 
th^m, as well as of the French at Mar^ 
feillesy which they tranfport to Turkey. But 
before we could beat the Brazil Sugars out 
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of thofc Parts of Europe^ our Planters of 
Barhadoes and other Iflands, were forced to 
fell theirs fo low as Six, Seven, or Eight 
Shillings p^r hundred •, and the low Price 
the Englijh fold theirs at difcourageing the 
Brazil Planters from going on, and putting 
them upon other Methods of Bufincfs, they 
happened to find out their Mines of Gold, 
which have fucceeded beyond Expeftation. 
The Gonfumption of Sugars incrcafing, gave 
Us an Opportunity of raifmg ours exceed- 
ingly. 

Th)s Advance of Sugars encouraged the 
French to inlarge their Planutions at Mar^ 
tinico^ Guardulapaj &c. from whence 
Francf^hikd not Poly a fufficicnt Supply for 
their own Confumption, bat brought a 
confiderable Treafure isto th^t King- 
dom, 

This Succcfs put the French upon feiz- 
ing Part of the Ifland of Hifpaniota^ which 
being very fertile, and proper for Sugar, 
inclined ' fome Planters to fettle there j 
but wanting Stocks to tranfport them* 
felves, aj9d to creft Works, we are told 
the King paid for the PajOfage of all fuch 
as were willing to fettle themfelves and 
Families in thofe . Colonics, with an Al- 
lowance for Proyifions and Other Neccf* 
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faries for ttiaktainkig thetlta whokYeir 
after cheir Atr ivaU beficks other large £n^ 
couragemencs } which Ibon put them Up^ 
on making fuch Quantities of Sugar, chat 
they have of late Years generally under* 
fold us in the Markets of Hambourg^ Iht^ 
knd^ FlanderSy &c. which, about Thirty* 
five or forty Years ago, were chic% ftip* 
plied by us. If a View was to ba taken 
of our Infiportation then, and oor Homd- 
Confumptktt, I am informed that two 
Thirds of what our Plantations produced^ 
wasj-e-exported : But when the War began 
witn /*wltfif, our Rc-eJiportatiow very &n 
dedreaibd* atid the Prijt<2-Sug^r4 tal4n. by 
the French from us, not only isuelpM to fiU 
the Markets we ufed to fapply^ but gceatly 
enrich'd them. 

As the Declenfion of this Trade i$ vi* 
fible, and the Danger of lofing it too ap- 
parent, without fomie fpeedy Cai*e^ I am 
humbly of Opinion, there can be no other 
Way to retrieve it, but by enlarging our 
Plantations, and not only vye Witn tht 
French m fi»tign Markets, but, if poffible^ 
to beat them out» a& we formerly did thfe 
Foriugueje. 

Oija Planters arc fo far from being 
concerned at the Decay of our foreign 

Tradc^ 
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Trade, that .they haTt complained tab 
many Sugars were . made ; and we may 
conclude, will make what Intereft they can 
with their Governors and others, to pre- 
vent their making and fettling any new 
PlantaticMis : If they can fi^ply enough for 
Home^Confumptbh at a great Prkre, it 
^nfwers their JPurpofe. The Illand of 
Barbad$fis is very much worn out, and 
does not afford the Quantity of Sugars s» 
heretofore ; and yet the Planters live in 
great Splendor, and at vaft Expence, while 
the French^ under the Remembran^^ of 
dwir Poverty <m their firft Sectkment of 
Hifpamohj continue to live very frugally, 
and by their Labour, Induftry, and Fer- 
tility of their Soil, are able to underfell 
us. The only Places we can think of 
where we may enlarge our Sugar-plantati- 
ons, are TobagOy which is an extraordinary 
'rich and fertile Ifland, with an excellent 
Harbour, abounding with good Water ; 
and, we are told, fome of the Bahama 
Iflands wouM produce very good Sugar, 
and very targe Trads of L^nd inyamaiiUi 
remain untooclt^d, efpeciaUy on the Norfb 
Side. But that which would enable us 
m<^ effeftuallv to retrieve our fupplying 
the Markets of Europe^ would be the rai- 
fing Sugar-plantations on the Simib Part of 

Carolina^ 
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Carolina^ provided the Climate be hot 
enough for it. 

We have made Enquiry of a great 
many Planters, who are generally of Opi- 
nion, that no Country produces Sugar 
where there are Frofts j but on the con- 
trary we are informed, that the Province 
of Nankin in China produces excellent Su- 
gars, tho* the Country is fo cold in Win- 
ter, that it is faid the great Rivers have 
been frozen over, and that the Province 
of J^enfab or Lahore produces the beft Su- 
gars in all India^ as Well as the beft Indigo 
in the World, which lies much about the 
fame Latitude wijth, the Southermoft Parts 
of Carolina. 

There has been Sugars made upon 
the Ifland of Madera^ as well as in Old 
Spainy where aifo they are fubjeft to 
Frofts, 

If thofe Countries produce Sugars, I can 
fee no Rcafon why the Southermoft Part 
of Carolina fliould not produce- them like- 
wife, efpecially that fine Traft of Land 
bordering upon the River of Port-Royal^ a 
Country abounding with Provifions of all 
Sorts, where Negroes and Servants may be 
maintained at a fmall Charge, 

It 
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It is highly worth making the Experi- 
ment, to preferve a Trade that has. brought 
fb much Treafurc into the Kingdom : But 
this can never be done without the AlSft- 
ance of the Government ; for if France 
gives thofe large .Bounties ^nd Encourage- 
ments to fuch as plant their Settlements, 
having vaft;Tra<El$\of uncultivated Land in 
JPetii'^uavuSf they will outTdo any private 
Planters from this Kingdom, 

,' It is faid, before the War. tenor tvwJve 
Millions of Poiiijds was a^ niuch as .we 
Ipent at honiie annually ; but of late our 
Confumfition hath been about fixty Mil- 
lions of Pounds, and our Re-exportation 
fcarcely one fixth Part of that. 

. I F • the Encreafe of oqr - Lyxury was 
equal to this in other Things, the Nation 
would be reduced to a mifcrable Condi- 
tion. Formerly there were large Quantities 
of Indigo made at Jamaica^znd very good ^ 
but the .firft Planters haying grown rich, 
were negligent in planting it; and thjc 
French having fent confiderable Numbers 
of poor People, at the* Charge of the 
Crown, to Hifpaniola^ they foon fell upon 
that M^nufa<^ure, and;underibld our y^- 
maica Planters fo much^ that they beat 

them 
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them out of the Trade ; fo that what we 
now receive undo* the Name of Jamcica 
IndigO) is generally made by the Frencby 
as I am credibly informed^ and our Plan^ 
MioHs come to nothing, as well as thofe of 
our Cocoa Nuts, a great Fact of which we 
alio l»ve from the French 

The Minifto's of Frafice know ^vcry 
well, thsit when Planters grow rich and 
oppulent, they will naturally be above 
their Bufinefs ; and therefore that wife Na* 
tioiMiath taken care to fupply the Places 
of fuch in their Colonies, at the Expence 
of the Crown, as I have already faid y 
and if we have any Regard for our Plan- 
tations, we mud: enter into the like Mea- 
fures, and find out Land for ibme poor 
induftrious Families, who will renew thofe 
Plantations, and raife' enough of the two 
Jaft Commodities to fupply our own Con- 
fumption. Dewibtlefs the Places t have al- 
r«acty memiooed would produce enough, if 
induftrious poor People were fent over to 
undertake it, and Money lent them to pur- 
ehafe Negroes, as the FrenchhAo to theifs« 

iV. B. For the better Explanation of our 
Importations of Sugar, and the Decay of 
our Re-exportations, I thought convex 
nient to give here the Imports and Ex« 

ports 
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ports for theYears 1720, 172 1, and 1722, 
that every body may fee the vaft Quan- 
tity we confume at home, and how our 
Exportation^ are decreafed ; and I am 
informed the three preceding Years, and 
three following, arc not more advanta- 
geous to us than xMc I have mentioned. 



Home Con^ 
Import^ E^rf. futnpt'um. 

1720 705286 o 16 121778 o 9I $81508 o 7 

1721 497540 2 21 66743 3 II I 430796 3 10 

1722 616893 2 22 83609 2 5 j 533284 g^7 
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CHAP. XXV. 

TROTOSJLS for enlarging 
our Plantation Trade^ and fnaking 
it more profitably to England, by 
Jlrengthening the A£i of Naviga^ 
tiony and obliging *all Ships that 
touch at Portugal, &c* to come to 

' Great-Britain, before they jbdll re- 
turn to the Vlzntzxxdns. 

I Shall here obfcrve a Branch of Trade 
which has not been fufficiently taken 
Notice of, I mean the Trade drove be- 
tween the Plantations^ Portugal Spain, and 
the Streights. 1 would not be underftood 
as if I defigned to prevent the carrying of 
any Sort of Goods they now carry from 
the Plantations to Portugal, &c. but on the 
contrary, I Qiould think it greatly to our 
Advantage, that we were capable of fup- 
plying them with all the Commodities and 
Naval Stores they have from the Baltick^ 
which, by a proper Regulation, might 
eafily be done : And if Pitch and Tar were 
carried thither diredtly, it would anfwer 
better than having them brought Home 
and allowing Ten Shillings /)(fr Barrel Boun- 
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ty, in order for their being afterwards rc-cx- 
ported. The Injury done to our Trade now 
carried on, is, that they difpofe of Cargoes 
from New £«^/ij«^,and frequently inveft Part 
of the Produce in Goods,which they meet with 
in thofe Places, as //^/i^/y Silks, French SiXks^ 
Stuffs, Druggets, /»iitf Silk, CdWxco^^Frencbj 
Dutcb^ztiA Hambro* Linnfins,aqd the Money 
that fhould be brought to us, is laid out in 
foreign ManufaiStures \ and iaftead of co« 
ming to Old' Etjgland^ they go back and win- 
ter there, and fo by Degrees become Inhabi- 
tants. It is therefore abfolutely nectfiiry, 
that Ships which trade between the P/^«- 
taiions and any Part of Europe, fhall be tied 
down by the ftrongeft Penalties, not to re- 
tarii again tp the Plantations without taking 
Xheir Clearings from fome Port of Great- 
Britain : For if they are obUgM to come hi- 
iher before they return, they will bring the 
Produce of their Cargoes with them, and 
of Confequence lay it out with us j and 
we fhall find, when they are debarred re- 
turning back again to the Plantationsy the 
Fifhery there will be carxied on as formerly : 
For fome of the old Traders lay, a long 
Time after the firft fettling of New- 
England, it was cuftomary for our Ships to 
£o thither and purchafe a Loading of Fi(h 
.of the New Englandmen, who were then the 
Fiibermen only, and we the Merchants 
D and 
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And Navigators. Such a Trade 4s nOlv 
carried on between England^ Newfoundland^ 
and the Str eights ; for a great many Gal- 
leys go to fle^oundland^ there purchafe a 
Loading of Fi(h for y^ Streights^ whe^e 
they deliver their Cargo, and take a Load- 
ing for England^ HollaTtdy or the BaUick^ 
Csff. and fo return home. If this Regula- 
tion was made, they would find it their 
Intereft to (tick to their Fifhing and Coaft- 
ing, which 1 am pci-fuaded would be more 
to their Advantage, than their Voyages 
tcftfte Streigha^y for where People have Bu- 
fmefs enough in a very few Employments, 
it is the fur^ft Way to gain Riches. 

As the Trade now ftands, the Dukb 
arid Hamburgbers freight our Ships to 
tranfponc their Goods; but if all Ships 
were obliged to come home before they 
return to the Plantations^ the Harbours o( . 
Portugal and Spain would be always filled 
with En^ijh Ships, and would increafe the 
Dependance of the Dutch and Hamburgbers 
for the Freight of their Goods, and ex- 
•ceedipgly increafe our Navigation, It 
would alfo be a, very great Advantage to 
us, to have our Goods brought home up- 
on eafy freight from the Streigbts ; for if 
Ships are obliged to come to England be- 
fore they return^ all the Freight they make 

hither 
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hither is clear Profit. And fending Goods 
thither may alfo be done with very great 
Advantage to us, for then Ships that go 
in Balaft to the Plantations^ fail by the 
Mouths of the Harbours of Portugal and 
Spain^ and would be glad of the Oppor- 
tunity of taking a Freight in jthcir Way, 
which may be done almoft without Lofs 
of Time. 

W^ are fallen into the Method of ma- 
king fine Clay'd Sugar in our Plantations^ 
but are excluded from the Advantage=*Df 
having the Streights for a Market^ being 
firft obliged to bring them home, which, 
with the Charge of Entring, Landing, 
Houfing, ^c. amount to about twice as 
much as the Freight would be from our 
.Plantations thither. 

Now in as much as the greatefl: Part of 
the Ships that ufe the Barbadoes and Jamaiea 
Trades are large frigate-like Ships, fit for 
the Streights * Trade ; if chofe Sugars were 

* N.B. 7o remthve the Jeahufy of thofe that fay the 
Plantations may run anvay <with our Traif^ if the Emi- 
fneration he taken (tff\ it is prof Q fed ^ That all Shifs that 
€'arry enumerated Commodities from the Plantations to 
/A^ Streights, l^c^Jhallhe Britifh built ^ their Sails and 
Rigging of Britifh ManufaSure^ ank three Parts of the 
O-wners hbabftants o/" Great Britain. . 

D 2 ' admined 
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admitted to be carried diredlly into tfie 
Mediterranean^ we might difpofe of large 
•Quantities in Sfcdn^ Leghorn^ and other 
Parts of Italy^ Sicily^ Venice^ and even to 
Turkey^ which would help to pay for the 
<]urrants, Raifons, and other Fruits we 
have fpom thence. A Law was made fome 
Time ago for burning all the Tobacco the 
Merchant thought proper to throw upon 
the Crown, at i 4 rf per Pound, the Reafon 
•of which was, the Planters had over fiockM 
the Market, and therefore this Expedient 
.v^tp^'found out ; but inftead thereof, if the 
JEnumeracion Jiad been taken off, and our 
^Merchants had had Liberty of fendii^ that 
Tobacco which is called Scrubs, and other 
ordinary Sorts direftly to the Sireigbts, the 
Crown might have faved that Money ; for 
doubtlefs a great deal .might be fold all 
along the Coaft of Spain^ within the Streights^ 
as well ^sLegborn^ Coafts of Italy and Zifri^ 
4a^ and would beat out the Levani Tobac- 
co, ours being much more valued ; but be- 
caufe theirs is cheaper they now fupply 
them ; for this round-about Navigatioa, 
bringing Home, Landing and Re-fhipping, 
flakes the Freight of ours as dear again as 
it would be to carry it direftly to the 
.Streigbts ; and to he fure, double Freight 
japon a Commodity of fo Ymall Value, as 
ieffcftually excludes lUS from the Benefit of 

fuch 
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llich a ^rade, asr it would exclude us from 
the Benefit of our New-England and New- 
fmndland Fifhery, if we were obliged to 
bring our dyyed Filh firft Home, and 
afterwards re-export it. It is very proba- 
ble if Sugar, Tobacco and Rice, and other 
Produdlts of our Plantations were admitted 
to be carried diredly to the Streights, we 
might difpofe of as much of thofe Commo- 
dities there, as would bring us in feveral 
Hundred thoufand Pounds yearly ; and I. 
think this new Improvement of Trade will 
Bot interfere with the Intereft of any pRrti* 
cular Perfon. 

As I am for taking, the Advantage oF 
this ftiort Freight,, thereby to gain a new 
Market for the Produftsof our Plantations 4.^ 
I would not have the lead Prejudice done 
to* ©ur prefent Navigation ;= and therefore 
becaule we fometimes fend Tobacco,fisfr. into* 
theBay oi Bifcay^ every Ship that comes onr 
her Voyage homewards as far North as Cap^ 
Finijire^ ftiall be obligedto land hcr-Goods- 
in fome Port of Great Britain^ and^ then re* 
expori them from hence. 

And if our Ships fhouM not readily meee 

with a. Freight from the Streigbts^ &c. there 

are Places which may be mentioned at a proper 

Ttme^. where Salt makes of itfelfj.and n>ay 
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be enlarged fo as to load feveral hundred 
VefleJs with Salt in a Year, which may be 
difpos*d of at Hambro\ the Baltici,&ic. and 
in Time thofe Salt- Works may bring a 
large Revenue to the Crown. This Care 
is agreeable to the Pradlice of Queen jBfiz^-» 
ietby who was the firft crown'dHead that 
gave effeftual Circulation and Spirit to our 
Commerce : She knew the right Way to 
enrich the Nation, was to fend out as many 
of our Produds and Merchandize as pofli- 
ble, and look'd with a careful Eye upon 
thwfe Commodities which were imported for 
Luxury. « And to put a Stop to a won- 

* drous Excefs in Apparel about the 1 6th 

• Year of her Reign, which had fpread it- 

• felf all over England j the Queen obfer- 

• ving, that to maintain this Excefs, great 
« Quantities of Money were carried out of 
^ England to buy Silks and other outland- 
^ i(h Wares, and that many of the Nobility 
« wafted their Eftatcs and run much into 

• Debt, flie, by Proclamation, command- 
^ cd all Perfons to conform to a certain 

* prefcribed Faftiion in Apparel, and fhe 

* began the Example herfelf in her own 

* Court.* We have had very little of this 
Nature fince her Time, till this Kingdom 
was bleflcd with our moft gracious Queen 
Caroline, who hath given a moft noble Ex- 
ample for encouraging the Wear of our 

. own 
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own Manufaftures, and difcouraging thofc 
Drains to the Nation of foreign Lace, Silks, 
£s?r. And -it is to be hoped her Example 
will be imitated by our Nobility and 
Gentry ; and then we fhall foon fee th« 
Balance of Trade turn in our Favour, and 
Gold and Silver brought into the Nation 
to be coined> as in the Days of Queen 
Elizabeib^ 



CHAR XXVL 

j^dvanta^es of carrying Timber from 
the Plantations to Portugal, Spain, 
&c. a great Encouragement to our 
Navigation^ 

THE carrying Timber from our Plan^, 
tatim^ to Portugal and Spam^ . hath 
been of very great Advantage to this Na- 
tion, and would have been much more, if 
all thofe Ships, upon their Delivering 
there, had been obliged \o come home 
for England^ and take their Clearings out 
from hence before they could proceed up- 
on their Return to the faid Plantations. 
As the Trade now; is, good. Part of the 
D 4. Produce 
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Produce is brought home to pay for the 
Woollens and other Maniafadures fcnc to 
New England^ ££?c. but feveral Pcrfons 
have let in Notions, that if ^e fell our ; 
Timber and Boards to the aforefaid Places, 
it will deftrpy our Woods in America^ and 
particularly the Royal Navy may want 
Mafts ; a moil unaccountable Notion \ 
For I Gould never learn that we ever im-* 
ported Five hundred Trees in a Year (a 
Quantity not worth mentioning) out of a 
Foreft Twelve or Fourteen hundred Mifes^ 
loitg,*^and Three or Four hundred Miles 
broad. It is^ generally allowed by all Per- 
fons that know the Plantations^ that the 
raoft proper Places in the Colonies for 
fapplying the Royal Navy; are the Pro- 
vinces of Main^ New Hampflnre^ and 
the Majfatbufets^ in New England. There- 
fore to take all Obje<5lions otit of the Way,. 
if thofe three Provinces were entirely ap»- 
pYopriateJ to that Uife, the other Parts 
of the Colonies in America would fuffici-* 
ently fupply not only Great Britain and 
Ireland^ but even Portugal and Spain^ with 
the fame Quanticias thfett they now ufe 
to the End of Tihie, provided they will 
admit the young Trees to grow. For it 
may be obfervcd, the little Quantity of 
Land that is acceflkble in that mountainous 
rocky Country of NarUoay^ has fupplied 

not 
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Portugal^ France and Fiandersi with Tim- 
befy^but even Holland itfclf with Piles for 
their Dykes, Sea Walls, and Foundations- 
of Houfes, which arc thought to be more 
-than are growing upon all the acceflable. 
Ground of Norway. The greateft Part 
of Europe is fupplied with Pipe, Hogflicad 
and Barrel Staves from Germany^ and the 
Dutch with Oak Timber for building their 
Ships, and manufacturing into Clapboard 
and Wainfcot by their Saw-Millsy with- 
which they not only fupply this Nation, . 
but feveral pther Parts of Europe ^ and yec 
the Germans are fo far from apprehending,, 
any Danger of not being, fupplied with the 
increafing Growth of their Oak Timber, , 
that they would- eftecm it a particular" 
Happinefs to have their- People employed ! 
in cutting it down, and hauling it to Places « 
of Navigation. . Tlie Foreft of Mi^untr Un 
hanusy which is but a.fmall Traft of liand; 
the wooded Part of- it notfo big; as Tork^ 
J/birey h^ fupplyM amazing Quantities of 
Timber. Solomon in^ his Time employed a 
great Number- of Hewers of Wood for- 
building the Templet. The Syrians y Sida^ 
niansj and all- that Goaft, .were fupply'd- 
with Timber from ^ thence for thoir Build- 
ings and Shipping; and Hiftory. tells usv 
AlcMnder the Great was fupply'd with 
D 5 Timbers 
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Timber from thence, for carrying on his 
Bank from the main Land to the Ifland of 
^yre ; and all fuccecding Ages have been 
conftantly cutting down the Timber, and 
yet, it is faid, there is as good there as 
ever. If thofe Places have furnifhed £a- 
to^e and Afia with fui:h vaft Quantities for 
fo many Ages, and the Timber cut down 
conftantly fupply'd with a Growth of new, 
what may not be expefted from fo large 
a Traft of Ground, fo well replenifh'd 
witji JTrees and navigable Rivers as our 
' Plantations are ? I'give thefe Inftances to 
obviate -the Miftakes fome Gentlemen 
are under, who think our Forefts in Ame- 
rica can be hurt by cutting dowa our 
Timber. 

Some have made it a Doubt, whether 
it is prudent in us to let Portugal^ Spam^ 
or the Stre'tghts^ have Boards and Timber 
from our Plantations \ alledging, That if 
they are fupply'd, they may build Mer- 
chant Men and Ships^ of War, and may 
in Time interrupt our Trade and Naviga- 
tion ; forgetting, we muft fuppofe, that 
the Butch will fupply them with as much 
German Oak as they want, which is much 
better for Shipping than our Colonies pro- 
duce, r 

The, 
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."JntSpamards^ themfelves have great 
Quantities of extraordinary Oak,, ^pd fine 
large Pine Trees fit for Mafts, efpecially 
ir^Afr^on s^nd Cataloma, near the £^(^ 
and Segra^ but their indolent Temper is 
fych, that if they can purchafe what they 
want with Money, they care not to ftretch 
ojut a 'Hand to help themfelves; and I 
IhoaM be very forry that we fhould ftir 
them up tq a Neceffity of becoming in- 
duftrious. 

The Value of Timber among o.ur- 
felves has given Gentlemen that Norion^ 
becaufe it fetches a great Price in this IQand, 
it muft confequently be valuable all over the 
World. . But if they were in Ai^ierica^ and 
there beheld the great Labour of the poor 
Planters to clear the Ground of the Wood 
(and the vaft Numbers of fine Timber 
Trees that are hauPd together and burnt) 
before it can be fit for any Ufe, they would 
certainly think it -Abundance of Prudence 
to have it cut up into Boards, and other 
Ufcs, :and tranfporc k to Portugal and 
Spatrt^ and the Money remitted to Er\gland ; 
for there is no' Merchandize more profit- 
able than Timber, being the moft bulky, 
and confequently employing the greatelt 
Numbers^of Ships and Sailors, with a very 
D 6 fmall 
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fmall Part of the National Stock, which Ts 
fufficient to give it ill imaginable Bo-- 
couragement. 

Th I s Merchandize is^ what Has bretf 
the King of Denmark fo many Sailors^ 
and enabled him to fit out a Royal Navy, 
and his Subjefts of Norway to build fo 
great a Number of bulky Ships^ by which^ 
they have enrichM themfelves to a muclr 
greater Degree than the Farmer^of the fcr- 
tileX^oyntry of Poland have done by theip 
Corn. If this Timber Trade has been fa 
advantageous *to them,,, why may icnot bs: 
fo to^ England ? Wc have for the moft part- 
the fame Markets ; we (hall thereby have 
Opportunities exceedingly to enlarge our 
Navigation, and the Wages of a Sailop 
very much -exceed thofe of a Ploughman,. 
Labourer, or Manufeftiwer r their Food:^ 
and Cloathing are from ourfelves^ and if: 
they ftiould carry a Loading of Timber 
from the Plantations to Spam or Pvrtugaly. 
and return to England^ not only the Mer- 
chant's Profit, but the Profit, of the 
Owners of the Ship, and the Sailors Wa- 
ges, would all he brought home, and fpent^ 
here. 

I have often confiderM the Advantage 
a Timber, Trade would be to m between. 

the 
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the Fiantutions and^ the Slreigbis y and I 
cannot fee but a thaufend Acres of Tin> 
ber Ground in America may be made more: 
advantageous i^ England than a thoufand- 
Acres of Com Land within ourfelves*. 
We will'fuppofe a thoofand Acne^ of Cora- 
Land may produce thirty Crops of Corn- 
in fifty Years ;r that every Crop may yield; 
ift Holland^, (being our moft certain Mar- 
ket for Corn) Four Thoufand. Bounds for 
every Year of the faid. thirty Years, which 
is One hundred and twenty thojiland. 
PoundSi. . ^ 

We will likewife fuppofe, that twenty 
Acres of Wood- Land in America may 
afford Timber enough to load four Ships^ 
of Six hundred Tun each,, ansc^ their Gar- 
gpes carried to Spain or Portugal^ and 
there fold for Nine hundred Pounds; each* 
Thefe thirty fix hundred Founds are alt 
produced by the Manufadure and Labour 
of our own Ptx)r, and National Stock in 
this Shipping. Thefe thoufand Acres wilt 
take fifty Years Cuttings and fifty Crops> 
at Three thousand fix htHidred Pounds per 
Crop, is One hundred and eighty, thou- 
fend Pounds; I think I/havc allowed 
double- the Quantity of Land neceflary ta 
produce four Ships Loading of Timber*. 
Jc is; very well known there is fUch a Prq,^ 

penfitj^ 
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pienfity in the Land of America to run in- 
to Wood, that when it has been tilled fo 
long, that it would bear nothing, yet has, 
within the Space of thirty Years, been 
loaded with a vaft Number of Trees, ma- 
ny of them above a Yard and a Half in 
Girt fix Foot from the Ground. Timber 
grows there fo very quick, that we are in- 
formed fevcral Sorts are at their full Growth 
in fifty Years, 



CHAP. XXVII. 

M E TH^ T> S propofedfor making 
^ Terfans condemned for Tranfporta^ 

tion ufeful to the Nationy and 
finding Work in the Plantations 
for thofe we cannot employ at 

Home. 

IN the Year 1716, there was a Paper 
laid before the Lords of Trade for en- 
couraging the raifing of Hemp, making 
of Iron, Pitch, Tar, and other Things, in 
our Plantations '9 wherein Mention wa$ 
made of the Difficulty of carrying over 

Servants 
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Servants that were inclined to tranfport 
thcmfelvcs. Soo^i after there was a .Law 
made, which did mitigate the Penalties 
of ancient Laws, particularly that of the 
firft of Jamei the Firft, to prevent the car- 
rying away the Subjefts of this Kingdom 
into Pofifh Monafteries ; as well as fcveral 
other Laws, which were then turned againft 
the Merchants and Captains of Ships that 
tranfported thofe Perfons into our Colo- 
nies. The redreffing thofe Laws in Part, 
hath been of great Convenience jp the 
Traders in our Plantations ; but ftill ?art 
of them remain, which prevents tranfport- 
ing Servants, and therefore great Numbers 
that happen to be out of Employment, 
and have no poflible Way of recommend- 
ing therrifelvcs to any Service, are forced 
to ftarve, or fall into the Pradice of pick- 
ing Pockets, Thieving, or other wicked 
Courfes, to fupply their immediate Ne- 
ceflities; and by continuing this fraftice, 
run from one Evil to another, till at laft 
they come under the Sentence of Felons, 
viz. Tranfportation or the Gallows. Now 
as there cannot be an A<^ of greater Cha- 
rity or Hufffanity, than to put thofe Peo- 
ple into a Way of getting Bread for them- 
fcLves ; if jhey were fent into the Colonies, 
and put upon raifing and dreffing Hemp 
and Flax, I am of Opinion/ they might 

not 
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not only find a moft profitable Employments, 
but alfo thofe that are condemned for pettyi 
Larceny, or any other Crime lefs than tba 
Penalty of Death, being fenc thicher, mighc> 
be fsnderjed ufefuL 

Sir Jo/tab Child fays,, in his Difcourfe^- 
of the Trade of the Plantations^ ' That. 

* Virginia and Barbadoes were fiLrft peopled 

* by a Sort of loofe vagrant People, vici- 
*^ ous and deftitute of Means to live at 

* home, and employ themfelves about, or 
*- flad*fo misbehaved themfelves by Who- 

* ring,- Thieving, or other Debaucheries,^ 
« that none would fet them to work/' 

* Thofe (he fays) had it not been for our 

* Plantations^ muft have come to be 

* hangM or ftarv*d,.or died untimely of 

* ibme miferable Difeafcs, or fold them-' 

* felves for Soldiers^ to^ have been knock'd • 
< on the Head, or ftarved in the Qtiarrels* 
« of our Neighbours, as many Thoufand 

* brave EngUJhmen were in the Low Coun^ 

* tries. V and yet we fee feveral, of thofe 

* People behaved well, and* arrived to- 

* great Eftates, and helped to. enrich thcic 
^ Mother Country.' And as an immenfe 
Wealth hath accrued to us by the, .Labour 
and Induflry of thofe People that . have 
fettled in our Colonies, fo a mighty Profis 
may be added by raifmg there, . Silk, 

Hcnip^. 
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H^mp, Flaxy Iiron, Pot-afli, 6?r. of which- 
I have treated in this Difcourfc. France 
has, as is already related, fent over great 
Numbers of their vagrant People to their 
Settlements on the Miffiftppi^ (upon the: 
Back of ours of Carolina^ Virginia^ and 
Maryland) and down the River St. Lavx-- 
rente to Cape Breton^ and alfo to Hifpani- 
ohj where they are put upon fundry Im- : 
provements. The Numbers reported to 
be* fent thither are almoft incredible ; the 
King pays the Charge of Tranfporting 
them, and maintaining them a Year^ after 
their Arrival ; skilful Fcrfons diredl them 
in the feveral Employments,, and. get as 
many of them- as they can married, and 
then the ingenious and induftrious as foon 
as they are qualified to undertake any Bu^ 
finefs, have their Liberty, and a.Qyantity; 
of Xand affigncd them. This Induftry of 
tiie French has greatly increafed. theu-.Re-. 
exportation of Sugar, and very much lef^ 
fened purs ;• and if once they can bring* 
their Settlements to bear upon the Back 
of ours, along that moft fertile Valley^ 
which is watered with the River Over- 
hachee^ and the great River O&o, navigable 
for above 30Q Miles, even from the Foun- 
tain, we may expeft they will gain great 
Part of the Tobacco Trade alfo. ^ Now 
as the Crown is at the Charge of trant. 
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porting the Convi(5^s, Places might be 
appointed .for all Perfons to repair tOy that 
cannot find Methods of Subriftance at 
home, in order to be tranfportcd to the 
aforefaid Colonies. We know the greateft 
Part of the Convidls are bold, daring, de- 
bauched People ; but many of them, when 
they are tranfported into the Colonies, wc^ 
arc afiured come to fevere Repentance for 
their paft Lives, and become very induftri- 
ou^; if Provifion was made to allow each 
of them I CO -Acres or more of Land free 
fo^ fijme Time, and afterwards to pay, 
byVay of Quit-Rent, One hundredweight 
(being 112 Pounds) of well drefs*d Hemp, 
or FlaXjfor every i oo Acres fo granted them^ 
the Profpe<ft of having Land^ of their own. 
would induce them to continue their In- 
duftry 5 his Majefty would thereby receive 
fufficient Supplies of Hemp and Flax for 
the Rayal Navy ; a Revenue that would fkcr 
exceed any Income that the Government re- 
ceives from any of our Colonies ; and being 
under no Difficulty to fubfift, they would 
marry young, increafe and multiply, and 
fupply themfelves with every Thing they * 
want from us, but their Food ; by which 
Means thofe vaft Trafts of Land now 
wafte, will be planted, and fecurcd from 
the Danger we apprehend of the French 
over-running them, which was formerly 

taken 
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taken Notice of in a Letter concerning 
Naval Stores^ where Mention is made of 
their Encroachments upon us in Neva Sco^ 
tia ; their getting from us Cap Breton^ 
and a Right of Fifliery upon Newfound'- 
land I their ftizing and fettling Part of 
Hifpaniola. They have built the Forts of 
Mobile^ Penfacola^ Halbamas^ Cufafees, Prud^^ 
borne f Creve-ccsur^ La Salle ^ Deonville^ Fron^ ' 
tenac^ Mont ReaU and feveral others from 
the Miffijippi^ and fo down the River St. 
Lawrence^ upon the Back of all our Set- 
tlements. , If ^e have any Senfe ^f jche 
Value of that commodious Traft of Land, 
it ought to put us upon fecuring to our- 
felves fuch excellent Colonies, which may, 
if properly improved, bring this Nation 
a very greait Treafure 5 and at lead build 
fome Forts upon the Apulaebean Moun- 
tains, to fecure us the Right of the Mines 
contained in them, to proteft the Indian 
and Skin Trade, and to preferve the Na- 
vigation to ourfelves of thofe great Ri- 
vers which have their Fountains in the faid 
Hills, and empty themfelves thro' Carolina^ 
Virginia^ Maryland^ 6?r. into the Vtrgiman 
Sea. The Dutcbj while they had New- 
Torky fortified it, built Fort Albanyy and 
fome other Fortifications ; and feeing the 
Methods the French take to ^fortify r laces 
fo near us, and the Care of other Nations 

to 
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to ftcure their Colonies abroad, a great 
many People admire it has not ftirred us 
up to do the like. But I hope the Time is.- 
drawing near, when thofe Colonies will be- 
more valued, and a greater Care taken to. 
improve and prefcrve them. 

To thofe Convids, Vagrants, and vrfe- 
lefs People, we may add the Labour o£ 
Negroes or Slaves, which doubtleis would 
bring greater Incomes to this Kingdom by* 
their Employment, than the Mines c^ 
Mexico^jind Peru bring to Spain^ accord- 
ing*to the Numbers fo employed. 

It may be objefted here. That the 
raifing Hemp, Flax, Pot-afli, Silk, £5?f. 
arc troublefome Undertakings v. that, be- 
fide,, Concerns of thi&Natui:e will, require 
fome Expence to fupport. them,, and thatr 
it is difficult to find out Perfons- proper 
to direft fuch Affairs, and will require 
great Length of Time to put every Thing 
under its proper Order and CEconomy, 
It is anfwered, there never was any new. 
Undertaking or Colony fettled, but r^equired 
fome Thought and Expence ta put theni 
in good Order, and without, common Im- 
provements cannot be carried on. But it- 
is almoft impoflible to find out five fuch 
occeflary Articles as Hemp,, Flax, Silk^ 
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Iron, iand Potafti, for carrying on tte 
Manufaftures of this Kingdom, that can 
be done with fo little Trouble, which is 
very well known by every body that have 
been employed therein. After King Henry 
the Fourth of France had ended the Civil 
Wars, he, the better to increafe his Re- 
•vcnue, eftabliflied all Sorts of Manufac- 
tures, which, according to Puffendorf and 
others, drew great Riches into that King- 
xlom. That great Prince knew very well 
the Way to enable his People to pay their 
Taxes, was firft to. enrich them; ^at-^as 
•he propofed the eftablilhing of all Man- 
ner of Manufadures, he muft bring People 
.from other Countries perfcftly well skilled 
in carrying them on, I have fpoke with 
fome Refugees that came from Brittany 
upon the Perfecution in France^ who were 
the Defendants of thofe very People that 
he had brought out of Holland and Flan- 
dersy who firft eftablifhed the Linnen Ma- 
nufafture there: The faid Prince fpared 
no Coft to effedt it •, he gave them very 
large Encouragement ; he was at the Charge 
of tranfporting Flax and Hempfced from 
•other Countries, which was given to fuch 
Perfons as would fow it. King Wtlliam 
was equally apprehenfive that Manufac- 
tures, and employing the Poor, was the 
Way to gain Riches : He knew very well 
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the happy Circumftances of thofe Princes^ 
whofe Subjeds had Riches enough to fup- 
ply their Prince with Money to defend 
cheir Rights and Properties ; and as his 
whole Life feem'd to be devoted for the 
Prefervation of the Liberties of Mankind, 
where it was in his Power, he put all Op- 
portunities into their Hands of getting 
Riches to defend their Rights : He promo- 
ted the eftablilhing a Linnai Manufafture 
in Ireland^ in the Beginning of his Reign, 
and fent thither French Refugees skilled 
inecaivying it on, and the Parliament of 
Ireland have followed the Example of that 
great Prince : They have, at a very large 
£xpenc^, imported Flax and Hempfeed 
from the Eajl Country, and gave it to fuch 
as would fow it: They have alfo- given 
further Encouragement to Men skilled in 
the Linnen Manufadure, to diredt the 
People in the beft Methods of carrying it 
on i and if ever the raifmg Hemp and 
Flax, and other Manufaftures that I have 
here treated on, come to Perfcftion in our 
Plantationsy we muft a<5t as France^ Ireland^ 
and other Nations have done upon the like 
Occafion ; and not only fend thefe People 
Seed, fuch as will fuit their Climate, either 
from Italyy Egypt^ or the Eaft Country ; 
but Men well skilled, as is already ob- 
ferved, muft be fent over to dircft them. 

As 
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As private Families are willing to advance 
Sums of Money to receive ^hem again 
after fome Time, with a bountiful Increafe, 
our gre^t Family the Nation, I hope will, 
as one united Body, be ready to advance 
Money, where tker^ is fo promifing a View 
-of Intereft. France could net haVe en- 
joyed the Advantages of the Silk and Lin- 
nen M^nwfadurcs, which now entail to 
them fo great a Part of the Trade, and 
<5old and Silver of the Spanijh Weft-Indies^ 
if Henty the Fourth had not laid the Foun- 
dation of them. We know whoever flares 
•a Vineyard muft be at fome Charge and 
Care to bring Things into good Order, 
and wait fome Time before he can drink 
of the Wine ; fo muft all Governments be- 
fore Ihey can receive Profit from any new 
Undertakings. The Charge that France was 
at to gtl J of e 5 "van Rohee out of Holland ; 
the givir% him what Encouragement he 
defired, and free Exercifc of the Proteftant 
Religion for himfelf, and all he fliould 
bring with him, fliew, that Lewis XiY. 
knew^fuch Jewels, as eftablifhing of Ma- 
nufaftures in his Kingdom, could not be 
too dear bought ; and as I have mentioned 
the Czar of Adufcovy^ and his great Un- 
dertakings and Penetration in Trade, I 
think it neceflary here to mention them 
again. He hath taken Steps beyond any 

Monarch 
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"Monarch mentioned in Hiftory ; others 
have given great Prizes to get skilful Work- 
men into their Country, in which he has 
4)een as forward as any of them ; but be- 
yond all this, he has not only travelled 
•oyer Europe himfclf, and wrought like a 
Mechanick to gain Experience, but fent 
young Men, his natural born Subjefts, in- 
xo feveral Parts of Europe^ and bound them 
Apprentices, and gave large Sums of Mo- 
ney to have them inftrufted in the Know- 
ledge of Manufactures .; fome of which 
ayer«. placed in London^ to learn the Art of 
Ship-building, Watch-making, &c. fome 
in our inland Towns, as Birmingham^ Shef- 
field^ &c, to learn the Art of working in * 
Iron ; and other Parts, to learn the Wool- 
len Manufacture, Here we have nothing 
to do, but to put our People upon eafy 
and familiar Employments, foon under- 
ftood by almoft every tody ; for the 
Trouble of direfting and regulating fuch 
a Number of People as we have now men- 
tioned, cannot be. greater than the raifing 
of Soldiers, or putting Officers ipto the 
Cuftoms or Excife, which we fee are be- 
come familiar and eafy to thofe that are 
inftrudted in them^ An Officer will 'go to 
any Part of the Kingdom where he thinks 
he can make up his Company or Regiment ; 
and great Numbers of ingenious M^, 
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who are deft itutc. of Employment, think 
no Pains too great, nor Study too tedious, > 
to fit themfelves for the meaneft Place in 
the Cuftoms or Excife ; and no doubt, if 
Enquiry was made after skilful and induftri* 
6ns Men to direA and inftruft People in 
the aforefaid Employments, we fhould find 
Men well qualified for the Work, would 
ofier thcmfclves. 



CHAP. XXVIII. 

HE J SONS why the "Demand 
for our Woollen Manufadtures do 
not encreafe. People and Buildings 
encreafed. Necejjity of encrea^g 
Manufa£furies to employ them. 
EJtablijhing the Linnen in the 
North, as profitable as the Woollen 
in the South. Advantage of bring- 
ing ^ig^Irony 5cc. from our Colo- 
nies. Methods propofed for enrich- 
ing ourfelves and them. 

IT isfuppofedthat£^j^/>/, theST^ri^wand 
Goaft of Syria^ were the firft that cntred 
upon ihe Linnen and Woollen Manufaftu. 
E ries ; 
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ries i and as Wars and Perfecutions arofe, 
fome of them fhifted from Place to Place, 
and at laft carried thofc Manufaa»iriei 
among the Eemmings, 'who raifed Flax and 
Hemp of their own, and have carried the 
Linnen to the higheft Perfeftion of any Place 
in Europty an4 alfo made various and great. 
Improvements'in the Woollen. Thefe two 
M^ufafturies drew Multitudes of People to 
fettle in the 17 Provinces, which made them 
abound with thofc Numbers of Cities, 
Towns, and Villages, furpaffing any Place 
uBon^the Globe of the like Compafs of 
Ground; and England having the greateft 
•Quantity-of-the beft Sort ofWooll, they 
JjrcTufed that from us, and vaft Quanti- 
ses were exported to Banders. • 

EDWAW 'the Third faw the Advan- 
tage of the Woollen Manufaftury, and 
made a very fair Pufh for having it removed 
hither, and -took proper Meafures for efta- 
bliftving it here, as is before motioned, but 
tor Want of the like Care in his Suceeffors, 
it did not take Root till the Reign of 
Queen EUzahelb. In her Time that Ma-' 
nutaftury was' fo eflfeaually eftabhlhpd, 
' that a mighty Progrefs was made therem, 
and increafed - fo. confiderably, that they 
gained the Reputation of being the beft m 
Europe, and a Market was opened tor them 
'^ ~ not 
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not only into Spain^ France^ Italy y and (?^r- 
m^y hnt mio RuJJiay the Baltick^ (^c. 
and carried by Way of Archangel into Per- 
fia^ and alfoa Tra^e fettled into Turkey, .^ 

ENGLAND carried on her Trade in the 
Woollen Manufadlury a confidcrable Timp, 
and the reft oi. Europe carried on the Lin - 
nen and other MatiufaAures, and exchange . 
ed them with us for our WooUeris. But the . 
French endeavouring to inlarge the Trade 
and Manufafturies of that Kingdom, found ^ 
out feveral Ways to prevent the rmpoftati* . 
on of our Woollens into France^ by cau- 
fing them to 'be thrown into Water, and 
then to be ihrunk and new drefled, before 
they were admitted to be fold ; thofe vex- 
atious Ways, together with the-high Daties 
impofed upon them, foon tired out the 
Englijb Merchant, and amounted to a Pro-: 
hibition. 

Those Proceedings gave Spirit to Sweden 
and feveral German Princes to follow the 
Example of Frj/^^tf ; they were alfo willing 
to try whether they could not lay theiE»- 
^/i^S Woollen Manufaftiires under fuch Pro- 
hibitions and Difficulties, as to exclude the 
the wearing them in their refpeftive Domi- 
nions ; how far they have fucceeded is too 
well known'. . 
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We may judge what Part Franu 'has 
gained from us, by examining into the 
mighty Demand there was for our Woollen 
Goods when France was vifited with the 
Plague, and were ftopc from fupplying 
Foreign Markets: The Demand tor our 
Woollen Goods increafed to fo great a 
Degree, that the like has not happened for 
many Years -, but as foon as that Country 
was freed from the Plague, they again fup- 
-jjjied^thofe Markets as formerly, and the 
Demand for ours gradually funk. 

Now as :wc have greatly increafed in 
our Buildings and Inhabitants within thefe 
Forty Years, and have fo many Compe- 
titors in the Woollen Manufaftury, and 
France^ Cs?^, has gained fo great a Part 
from us, and fo many Places endeavour to 
keep out our Woollen Manufadlurcs, and 
flill continue to import their Linnen, 
Hemp, Flax, Iron, Pot afli. Timber, ^c. 
upon us, which draws a very great Trea- 
fure annually out of this Kingdom ; fome 
Methods muft be found out for eftablifh- 
irig other Manufafturies for employing our 
Poor, otherwife our prefent Riches will 
decreafe, our Lands fink in Value, and 
our Manufadhirers be forced to go ' into 
other Countries to find Employment ; and 

if 
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if they ftioald, 1 am afraid the Misfortune 
would -be feverely felt i But this may be 
prevented 5 for if we will examine imo the 
Conveniences we have for carrying on the 
the greateft and moft profitable Manu- 
faduries, we fhall find, that by a right Re- 
gulation of , the Improvements that may be 
made, efpecially by modelling the Affairs 
of the Colonies, we may equal, if not ex- 
ceed, any Nation in Europe^ in raifing Ma- 
terials for carrying on the Linnen and Silk 
Manufafturies, either of which is thought 
to be as confiderable in the World^s tie 
; Woollen, arid no Way inferior to it in tbe 
Point of Profit. 

The making and fupplying ourfelves 
with Pig and Bar Iron from the Colonics, 
is alfo very material, fince Foreigners draw 
between two and three hundred thoufand 
Pounds per Annum from us for that Com- 
modity, and all to a Trifle in ready Mo-' 
ney. 

SoM E T I M E indeed there is a mighty En- 
quiry into Trade, and Perfons are called 
upon to give their Thoughts, but commonly 
thofc Enquiries dye. 

In the Year 1716, a Meniorial was 

drawn up at the Defire of the Lords of 

' E 3 Trade 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



. i 



( 102 ) 

I Trade and Plantations, wherein feveral Im- 
provements were propofed for raifing Naval 
Stores, among the reft. Iron was one. 
Their Lordfhips were told, that Pig and 
Bar Iron being Undertakings that could noc 
be begun nor carried on without great Ex- 
pence, thofe Perfons that attended were 
put in Expedation that they fliould have 
ample Encouragement, which engaged 
them to make a Beginning, andfome Works 
were erefted there at a very great Charge to 
the Undertakers. They have feveral Times 
fince^pplied for having the fmall Duty pn 
Pig Iron taken off, but even that has not 
been done, and Bar Iron ftill continues Co 
pay the Duty as foreign Iroh, tho* what is 
made in the Plantations is and muft be made 
by Met) of Eftates in this Kingdom, and 
the Profits accruing to our Mother Country 
almoft the fame as if the Jron Mine was dug 
out of the Earth here, and made- into Bars ; 
what this proceeds from is a Miftery, feeing 
we are obliged to bring ip between two and 
three hundred thoufand Pounds worth of Iron 
annually from foreign Nations ; and if the 
making oflron was encouraged in the Planta- 
JioftSy we might fupply all the Coaft oiAfrica^ 
" both within and without the Mediterraneany 
as well 2L%Turkey^ Italy ^ Porttigaly znd even 
the Eaji Indies^ it being a Merchandize that 
can be exported at a fmall Expence, bc- 
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caiife it ferves as Ballaft eviery where ; and 
in the Circulation of Trade, what it is fold 
for abroad, would be remitted Home, and 
add as much certain Riches to the Nation, 
as if they were dug out of a Silver Mine in 
our Plantations^ and fent us Home diredly. 
It is ftrange that this great Charge to the 
Nation (hould not be thpught of, and En- 
couragemertr given to the Subjefts of this 
Kingdom, to fet up Iron Works in the 
Plantations^ and there employ the national 
Stock, rather than let Foreigners run away 
>ith fo great a Sum. I would farther fsh- 
ferve, we allow the Exportation of our Coals 
to Holland^ Flanders^ France^ (^c. at 3 s. 
but what is brought to London^ if I miftake 
not, pays near 10 s.per Chaldron Duty ; fo 
that the Hollanders^ and Flemmings^ &?r. 
under- work London^ where the moft and fi- 
neftStecll atid Iron Goods of the Kingdom 
are made. 

All other Parts of the Kingdom, where 
Coals are Water-borne, pay 5 s. per Chal- 
dron, which forces us to pay agreat Land 
Carriage upon Foreign Irdn into the Inland 
Parts of the Country, to be wrought up 
With Coals where they pay no Duty. It 
niuft no doubt be a vaft Pleafure tothofe 
Nations to' fee the Advantage they make of 
our Negligence i for the Mufcovites have 
E 4 lately 
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lately crefted Iron Works in Stberiaj and 
the Danes have increafed theirs in Norway^ 
^yhich is an Addition to what the Swedes 
formerly have fupplied us with v and each 
of them ftrive which (hall gain the Englifb 
Market, the moft confiderable in Europe for 
the vaft,CQnfumption of Iron ; and where- 
as the Iron Works which were ereded by 
the Dircdions of the late Czar were in Sibe- 
ria^ we are informed they have found feve- 
ral Mines in M(?/r(w, much nearer Naviga- 
tion ; and if they could find a Market, it 
is^projjable they alone would very fpeedily 
be capable of making as much Iron as is 
-ufed in England^ Holland^ Germanyy 6?r. 
For as the late Czar of Mufcovy had tra- 
velled over Europe to find out the Secrets by, 
which England and Holland gained their 
Riches, and finding it was by the Labour of 
their Poor employed in Manufa<^res, and' 
exporting them to other Countries, he fre- 
quently faid he would be the richeft Prince 
in Europe 5 for as he had the greateft Num- 
ber of People, he would find out Methods 
for employing them : And fince his Deceafe 
the Miniftry of the young Czar have fol- 
lowed his Example, by putting the People 
upon all the Employments they can think 
of, that thereby they may drain thofe Nati- 
ons of their Treafure who do not make pro* 
per Infpcdion into their Commerce, 

And 
• 
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And. it is to be feared this Induftry ind 
Emulation of theirs will caufe fuch yaftQuan- 
tities to be thrown into this Kingdom at 
fuch very low Prizes, that will endanger the 
putting down all our Forges, and confe- 
qucntly fink the Value of our Wood-Lands, , 
if fome Carb is not taken to prevent it. 

Now if Encouragement was given for 
making Pig Iron in our Plantations^ that 
we might be certain of a Supply, then 
all the Places in this Kingdom wheae there 
is Water enough, and a fufficient Quantity 
of Wood, nxight have Forges eredcd upon 
them ; ^and where Furnaces would not an- 
fwer fo well as Forges, they might be con-^ 
verted to that U fe alfo* This would be a 
general Benefit to the Nation, and keep up 
all the Wood- Lands in the Kingdom to 
their full Value. 

But before I proceed to fhew the great 
Advantage thofe additicwial Materials would 
be to carry on the aforefaid Manufafturics, 
I think proper to take Notice of an Objec- 
tion made by fome Gentlemen, which is, 
that if we encourage the Plantations^ they 
■will grow rich and fet up for themfclves, 
and caft off the Fn^li/h Government. 

E5 I 
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. I have confidered thofe Obje^ions abund- 
ance of Times, the oftncr I think of them, 
the lefs Ground I fee for fuch Doubts and 
Jeatoufics 5 for, 

ifij If we confider the Situation of our Co- 
lonies, which ftretch along the Coaft for 
twelve or fourteen hundred Miles, and are 
feparated from one another with great Ri- 
vers, a very little Care to guard thofe Paf- 
fages,* would make it imprafticable for Peo- 
pk tha^moft defperately inclined, to get into 
' oneBocly. 

- 2^/y, As the Subftance of the Colonies is 
the fuppiying our Sugar Plantations with 
Flower, Bisket, Pipe-Staves, Fifh, and 
other Provifions, prohibiting them that 
Commerce would be their utter Ruin, it 
being fuppofed that not lefs than Eight 
hundred Veffels belonging to the Province 
oi New- England^ are employed x in that 
Coafting and Fifliing Trade. 

^dfyy It is to Be confidered, that our Co- 
lonies arc under different Governments. 
Carolina has its own Governour. Virginia 
. has a different Governour. Maryland and' 
Penfilvania have their refpeftive Proprietary 
Govcrnours, and the Jerjeys and New-Tork 
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alfo the;r diftind Governours. New-Ehg-* 
land has alfo a diftinft Government from 
tfre reft. It would be woncjerful tliey could 
form a Defign in fo many Governments fo 
a's to unite in fiich a Defign, without being 
difcovcred, or betraying one another. 

It muft be allowed, New-England has 
fliewn an uncommon Sdfnefs, very differait 
from that Regard they ought to have for 
theiT Mother- Country, or a true Senfe of 
.the Proteftion and great Tendernefs which 
has been extended to them ; but wf apjffe- 
hend what has been done there, hais rather 
rifen from the Cavils of fome Men who en- 
deavour to make themfelyes popular, than 
any Manner of Advantage either to theni- 
felv^s or thofe they reprefent ; and there- 
fore as this is thought to be Uie Clamour of 
a few,, and that the wife and thoughtful 
Men among them -diflike fuch Proceed- 
ings, we think all. judicious Men, when 
they come to examine thoroughly into their 
Fears, will fee they are groundlels ; and 
that it feems impoflible for the other- Co- 
lonies to joyn in any fuch Defign, fo no- 
thing could be more againft their own In- 
tereft v For if New- England ihouXdi ever 
attempt to be independent of this King* 
dom,' the ftopping their fupplying the Su- 
gar Iflarids, and Goafting and Fifliing Trader 
' would 
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would drive them to the utmoft Difficul- 
ties to fubfift as aforcfaid/, and of Confe- 
quence the Part they have in that Trade 
would fall into the Hands of the other Co- 
lonies, . which would greatly increafe their 
Riches. But if fome turbulent fpirited 
Men (hould ever be capable of railing any 
Dcfeftion, a fniall Squadron, of light Fri* 
gates would entirely cut off their Trade ^ 
apd if that did not do, the Government 
, would be forced, contrary to their Pradice^ 
to do what other Nations do of Choice, 
visk plftce ftanding Forces among them ta 
keep them in Order, and oblige them ta 
raife Money to pay thenn We do not 
inention this with any Apprehenfion that 
ever they will give Occafion, bm to. (hew 
the Confequences that muft naturaly fol- 
low* 

Some Perfons who endeavour to repre* 
fcnt this Colony in the word Light, would 
perfuade us they would put themfelves un- 
der a foreign Power, rather than not gra- 
tify their Refcntments 5 but when they are 
asked, what that foreign Power mull be ? 
' there are none to be found but Spain^. 
France and Holland : As to Spain and France^ 
the Spirit of Perfecution among them,, 
without any other Reafon, is fufEcient to. 
lay Thoughts of that Nature afide s befide 
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the defpotick Power ufcd by thofe Nations, 
differ fo much from the mild. and gentle 
Government of England^ that thofe very 
Pcrfons, who fhould promote fuch Diftur- 
bances, -would tremble at the very Thoughts 
of being tranflated from their prefent Free- 
dom, to the arbitrary Will of an abfolute 
Prince ; fo that there is no £xpe(ftation 
left but from Holland \ and as we lye be* 
tween them alid New-England^ we may 
cafily interrupt any Correfpondence. The 
Hollanders^ upon fome Emergences, exer- 
cife an abfolute Power, and any Clamour 
againft the State is taken Notice of in its 
Infancy, and foon crufli'd ; but our Laws 
are fo contrived and regulated, that even 
where great Offences are committed, it is 
difficult in many Cafes to bring the Offen- 
ders to Juftice. Let thofe that want to 
be informed, read over the Hiftory of their 
Settlements in India^ and fee how nuny 
hundred thoufand People they keep under 
their Obedience by their Garrifons and re« 
gular Forces. It is faid there are forty 
thoufand Cbinefe in their Government of 
Batavia^ they pay a Crown per Month for 
the Liberty of exercifing their Trades, and 
a Crown per Month more fcr wearing their 
Hair on a Gold Bodkin : That Badge of 
Freedom, as they efteem it, being denied : 
them in Cinna by the Tartarian Govern- 
mental 
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tnent, is faid to be the Reafon fo many 
of thejTi fettled at Batavia. Their Butchers 
^e alfd put under a Licence, and pay the 
Magiftrate a tenth Penny of the Value for 
every Beaft they kill ; and every Thing 
elfe is put under a Licence or Excife, ac- 
cording to their Cuftom : Our Colonies 
have none of thefc Taxes to pay, nor 
ftanding Armies to maintain, tho' they, 
have many and great Advantages that no 
other Nation of Europe could poflibly give 
them. Tbey have the irtt Liberty of 
coming into all the Harbours of Europe as 
much as we oiarfelves, a Privilege that 
other European Nations do not allow their 
Golonies •, and yet they all have behaved 
^ with fo m,uch Affection and Duty to their 
Mother Countries, and are fo far from at- 
tempting to be independent, that they 
every where unite with their Governors to 
bring the Natives of thof« Settlements to 
their Subjeftion ; but there is a Method 
propofed in this Difcourfe concerning A6U 
of Affemblies, which, if put in PraiSice, 
we hope will end all Controverfies of that- 
Nature in our Colonies. 

As I think I have fully cleared the. Diffi- 
culty fome have apprehended we were un* 
dtr refpeSing the Colonies fetting up for 
thtmfelves^ 1 would remove another that 
.— ftill 

Digitized by CjOQQIC 



- , ( Hi ) 

^ill remains in the Minds of fome People 5 
which is, that if the Plantations are en- 
couraged to go upon raifing Hemp, Flax, .y 
Silk, Iron, fefr. as foon as they are put in-. 
to Methods of raifing rough Materials, 
they will fct up thofe Manufaftures with 
which we now fupply them, and fo we 
fliall be deprived of the Advantage of that 
Trade. 

These Things have often been hinted $ 
but thofe Pcrfons ought to know, the Par- 
liaments of England are proper Judges h»w 
to direft and promote ifuch Manufafturies 
as they think ought to be eftablifliM at 
home, as well as thofe in our Colonies 
abroad, and to put down thofe they think 
• are difadvantageous to the Nation \ and as 
they have given Bounties upon Pitch, Tar, 
and Hemp, no doubt they will give the 
like upon Flax, and fuch other rrodufts 
as will be Materials for employing our 
Poor at home, that thofe Commodities 
may be rendered as plentiful as our owa 
Wool, which would be an inconceivable 
Benefit to us, and of many Times the Ad- 
vantage to the Colonies, that fetting up ,; 
Manufadluries' among them, and running 
many^Irons into the Fire at a Time, could 
be to them ^, and fuch JFavours, together 
with the Gheapncfs of their Land,* ahd La^-* 

bour 
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hour of their N^roes, would give them 
Opportunities of growing very rich. 

The Manufafturers here will haveOp- 
-f — portunity of employing all the Poor, and 
Employment for the Poor will make Pro* 
vilions rife. Buildings and Inhabitants will 
increafe, and the Landlords Rents will be 
well paid 5 znA .North-Britain^ the North of 
Englandy and Ireland^ may be fupplied 
with great Stores of Flax and Hemp upon 
fucheafy Terms', that it will engage Matter^- 
^ . P^^nuf^Jfturers and Men of Eftates from 
other Countries, to go thither and fet them 
• up s and Scotland and Ireland^ that cannot 
produce Hemp and Flax for employing 
their Poor above three or four Months in 
the Year, oaay fet up Manufafturics of 
Linnen, which may be as profitable as the 
beft of our Woollens in England^ bccaufe 
they never will want Materials to keep the 
Poor at Work all the Year round. 

This Supply bf Linnen from our own 
. Dominions^ will prevent our being drained 
of our Gold' and Silver by foreign Nations^ 
who, it is thought, draw above two Mil- 
lions a Year from us for their Linnen, 
Cambricks, Flanders Lace, Threads, i^c. 
But if we defire to have thofe vaft Advan- 
tages, wc muft, like other Nations, get 

Perfons 
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Perfons of Knowledge * and Experience to 
inftruft our People, and fhew them how to 
carry on the Lhincn Manufadure to the 
greateft Perfedion. If this is once put in 
Practice, Scotland and Ireland will have 
fufficient Funds here from the Produce of 
their Linnen, to anfwer all Demands either 
for fuch Cloathing or Merchandize they 
may want from hence, or to anfwer Remit- 
tances upon all other Occafions. 

Here will be Employment for the Mer- 
chant in the Plantations to buy rou^h Ma- 
terials to be fent home ; and here will \k 
Encouragement for the Merchants of -E»^- 
land to buy Manu&dures to be fent thither; 
Navigation will be encouraged, and fuch a 
Circulation of Commerce, that muft, if 
undertaken with Application and Indullrys 
infufe Riches into every Part of the Domi- 
nions of Great-Britain. 

And indeed one Employment depend- 
ing on another, is the true Way not only 
to gain Riches, but to bring Manufactures 
to Perfedtion, as is prafticed in the carry- 
ing on of the^Linncn Manufactures of /f<?/- 
land^ France^ Flanders^ &c. 



* Fan. Kobet, 64. 
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The like Dependance there is in carry- 
ing on the Manufafture of Watch- making, 
and Abundance of other Things that might 
be named. 

Now as it is plain, keeping the Planters' 
to the raifing Materiats in the Plantations 
is the certain Way to enrich them, it is, 
proper, fof creating a right Uriderftaridmg 
and true Friendlhip between the Planters 
in the Colonies, and for making the Go- 
Uprnment, as well as the Manfafturers here, 
eafy, to come into the fame Meafures that 
other Nations have done, who h^vcPlaff- 
taiions Abroad 5 for fince the Difcovery of 
the American World, the feveral Kingdoms 
that have Colonies abrpad, have though^ 
Convenient to fpare fome of their Peopte ^ 
for cultivating feveraJ Commodities pro- 
duced there, as well as to carry on a Tradft 
with the Natives, and vend their Manu- 
fadures among them j but great Care has , 
been taken to prevent their natural -born 
Subjefts from going upon fuch Manu^ 
fadures as did interfere with theirs. at home i 
Fdr as People are the Riches of a Kingdom, 
if properly employed, it would be fad Po- 
licy indeed for Governmfents to fpare them^ 
^ be at the Charge of protefting them abroad, 
and ,yet allow them to fet up the Manu- 
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fadures of their Mother Kingdoms, where- 
by ^they would fupply themfelves, and in 
refpeft to Tr;ide and Commerce, throw/ 
them into a State of Independency, and 
the Commodities for Home-Confumptlon 
that were cxpefted to be raifed by their 
Induftry, entirely negleded. The Spani- 
ards have very few of their own^ yet it is 
laid, they take cacre to difcourage any of 
the Maniifadures of Europe being carried 
on in their Plantations : They will not 
fufier the making of Wines, Oyls, arid 
and many other Thing^, becaufe (M^Spjin ' 
fliould have the Benefit of fupplying them, 
and alfo that they may not be interrupted 
in raifing the Produce of their Plantations. 
The Portuguefe have done the like in the' 
Brazils 5 and tho' they have none of their 
own, rather chufe to buy the Manufaftures 
. of other jB«r^/)^tf» Countries, becaufe their ^^ 
Plahters (bould not be diverted from car- 
. ryii^g on xhofe of Svigar and Tobacco, and . 
applying themfclves to their Mines. And 
we fee what a mighty Profit they produce 
to themfclves, and what ,ll,iches Trance^ 
HolUndy Italy ficc. gain by ferving them wirh 
their Manufa^ures : This, I think, ought 
to put us upon Confiderations, what we 
fliould gain if our Colonies were duly re- 
gulated and encouraged, being capable to- 
fupply them with all fuch Manufaaures as 

they 
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they (hall .want, by the Induftry of our 
own Inhabitants. The Regulations France 
has made for turning every Undertaking in 
their Plantations to the Good of their Mo- 
ther Country, is fo extraordinary, that it 
deferves Imitation ; of which I have elfe- 
where taken Notice in this Difcourfe. 

We have not made Infpeftion into Af- 
fairs of this Nature, as our Neighbours 
have done, but when Neccflity forces us,^ 
we begin to ftir, 

^ •IRELAND is a particular Inftance 
of this 5 for after Cromwell had reduced 
the Natives, and brought that Kingdom 

' again to the Obedience of the Englijh Go- 
vernment, great Numbers of People went ^ 
over and fettled there, and raifed great 
Stocks of Cattle, which foon increafed fa 
confiderably, that they exported great 
Quantities of young Oxen and. Sheep hi- 
ther, and the Perfons concerned in that 
Traffick, made Returns in Cloathing, Fur- 
niture, tSc. But upon prohibiting their 
Cattle, they were forced to manufacflure 
for Cloathing themfelves ; if we had then 
laid fome fmall Reftriftions to prevent their 
running into the Woollen Maniifaftury, and 
found out Methods for putting them upon 
that of Linncn, and given Encouragement 

for 
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for carrying it on^ they would have made 
fuc*h confiderable Quantities of Linnen, as 
would have purchafed all their Woollen 
Cloathing from us ; but this was wholly 
neglefted, as if it was nobody^s Bufincfs. 
Their Neceffity of Cloathing drew great 
Numbers of our Woollen Manufafturers 
from hence ; and making more than was 
fufiicient to fupply the Inhabitants, they 
fell upon making fuch Woollen Goods for 
the Dutch and Spanijh Markets, as were 
made in England. After fpme Progrefs 
therein, the Parliament oi England faw their ' 
cheap Wooll, and the Cheapncfs of their 
Provifions, would enable them to underfell 
us, and confequently run away with the 
Trade, they therefore wcr£ forced to make 
a )Law to reftrain the Exportation of thofc 
Manufaftures to foreign Parts.. 

For as this Kingdom is the Head and 
Seat of the £ngli/b Empire, and is fupport- 
ed by its Manufaftures, Trade, and Navi- 
gation, and thereby enabled to give Pro- 
tclftion to all her Dominions ; it could not 
be cxpcfted they would fufFer their Subjefts 
to tranfport themfelves into Ireland^ there 
to turn their Ilivals in the Woollen Manu- 
fadure. Neverthelefs, they took Care to 
encourage the Linnen Manufa&ure, by ; 
giving Liberty to import it freely -into this 

Kingdom; 
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Kingdom ; which, by the proper Care that 
was taken by King William^ and the In- 
duftry of the Gentlemen of Ireland to pro- 
mote ill has fuccecded fo well, that they 
are now poiSbfTed .of a Manufadure as 
profitable to them as the Woollen is to us, 
aqcoMing to the Quantities they make, and 
iftcreafing daily ; which has enabled them 
to remit great Sums of Money for Rene 
tQ l^everal Noblemen and Gentlemen, In- 
habitants of this Kingdom, who have 
Eftates in Ireland. Our Colonies are much 
in the fame State Ireland was in when they 
began the Wopllen Manufaftury -, and as 
their Numbers incrcafe, will fall upon Ma- 
nufaftures for cloathipg themfelves, if due 
Care be not takeq to find Employment for / 
thehi, in raifing fuch Produftions as may 
enable them to furnifh themfelves with all. 
their Neceflaries from us. , I fliould there- 
fore jhink it worthy the. Care of the Go- 
vernment, to endeavour by all poflible 
Means to encourage them in the raifing . 
of ; Silk, Hemp, Flax, Iron, Pot-afh, 6fr. 
by givingf hem. competent Bounties in the 
Beginning, and. fef^ing oyer judicious and 
skilful Perfons at the publick Charge, to, 
aflift and inftnidt them in the- moft proper 
Methods of Managpmeht 5 which, iri my ^ 
Apprehenfion, would, lay a FQundatibn. for 
eftablUhing the moft prpfifable Trade of 

any 
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any we ha^e. And confidering the com« 
modious Situation of our Colonies along 
the Sea-Coaft, the great Convenience of 
navigable Rivers in all of them, the Cheap-, 
nefs of Land, and the Eafinefs of raifing 
Provifions, grea? Numbers of People who 
are uneafy in feveral Parts of Europe^ 
- would be glad to tranfport themfelves thi- 
ther .to fettle upon fuch Improvements, 
which, when once fet on Foot, would eafi- 
ly be carried on witliout much further Af- 
fiftance. Now as People have been filled 
with Fears^that the Colonies, if encouraged 
to raife rough Materials, would fet up for* 
themfelves ;.a little Regulation would re- 
move all thofe Jealoufies out of the Way, 
ajs aforefaid ; for then^ our Merchants and 
Manufafturers would find it their Intereft 
to promote and afTift them in raifipg thofe 
Materials which might prove fo much to 
their and ouf mutual Benefit. As for Ex- 
ample : They have never thrown nor wove 
any Silk as yet, that we have heard of ; 
therefore if a Law was made to prohibit 
the Ufe of apy Throwfter's Mill, .or doub- 
ling or twilling. Silk witji any Machine 
whatfoever, they would then, fend it us 
raw ; and as they will haye the providing 
rough ^Materials to themfelves, fo. (hall we 
. have, the manufafturing of them# If En- 
couragement is given for railing Hemp» 

Flax, 
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Flax, &?r. doubtlefs they will foon begin 
to manufadure, if not prevented : There- 
fore, to ftop the Progrels of any fuch Ma- 
nufafture, it is propofcd, tliat no Weaver 
there fliall have Liberty to fct ijp any 
Looms, without firft regiftring at an Office 
kept for that Purpofe under the Governor 
of each Province, his Name and Place of 
Abode, and the Name and Place of Abode 
of every Journeyman that fliall work with 
him : But if any particular Inhabitant fliall 
be inclined to have any Linnen or Woollen, 
§fr. made of their own Spinning, they 
fliould not be abridged of the fame Liber- 
ty that they now make ufe of, viz. to car- 
ry it to a Weaver (who fliall be licenfed 
by the Governor^ and have it wrought up 
for the Ufe of the Family, but not to be 
fold to any Perfon in a private Manner, 
nor expofed at any Market or Fair, on 
Forfeiture of • 

And in as much as they have been fup- 
plied with alPthcir Iron Manufadlurcs from 
hence, except what is ufed in the Building 
of Ships, and other Country Work, a great 
deal above one Half of our own Exports 
being fuppofcd to be in Nails j a Manu- 
facture which they allow has never hitherto 
been carried on among them j it is pro- 
pofed, they fliaH for Time to come never 
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ere& Ac manufaifhiring of any under the 
Size of a Two Shilling Nail, Horfdhoe. 
Naik excepted. That all Sitting Mills, 
and Engines for drawing Wire, or weaving 
Stockings, be put down $ and that every? 
Smithy, who keeps a <:ommon Forge or 
Shop, fliall regifter his Name and Place of 
Abode, and the Name of every Servant 
which he Ihall employ ; which Licence 
ihall be renewed once every Year, and pay 
for the Liberty of working at fuch Trade.; 

That all Negroes (hall be prohibited 
from weaving either Linnen or Woollen, 
or fpinning or combing of Wooll, or work- 
ing at any Manufafture of Iron, further 
than making it into Pig or Bar Iron : 
That they be alfo prohibited from manu- 
fafturing of Hats, Stockings, or Leather 
of any Kind. This Limitation will not 
abridge the Planters of any Privilege they 
now enjoy ; on the contrary, it will tura 
their Induftry to promoting and raifing 
chofe rough Materials. 

If the Governor of each Province was. 
obliged to tranfmit an Account of thc\ 
Nunrber of Mafter-Smichs, Matter- Wea- 
vers, Mafter-Comhcrs, Number of Loonw 
and Number of Jounneymen employed in 
each Manufadtury, to the Lords of Trada 
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i\\ new Comcfs, and thtit* 'lift -Placer ^rf 
Abode, they would always have Oppor* 
4»3niYy of feeing the InCTeafe or Diminatioit 
cf the MatiufaSiHrics ofthe Colonies, whick 
may be encouraged or depreffed, accwding 
to their Wants, or -the Danger of their to<> 
much interfering with us* 

It is to be hoped tWs Method would al^ 
lay the Heat that fome People have fhewrf 
jf without lR.eafon) for deftroying the Iron 
tVorks in xh^ Plantations^ and pulling down 
all their Forges 5 taking away, in a violent 
Manner, their Eftatcs and Properties ; pre* 
venting t-hc Husbandmen from getting their 
Plough Shares, Carts, or other Utenfils,' 
mended ; dcftroying the Manufafture of 
Ship*byilding, by depriving them of thcf 
Liberty of making Bolts, Spikes, or other 
Things proper f6r carrying on that Work ;* 
by which Article^ Returns are made for 
fairchafing our Woollen Manufedures-, which 
is of more than ten [Times the Profit that 
is brought into , this. Kingdom by the Cx* 
ports of Iron Manufadurei 

J Ind.e ED , *f • they fliall fet up Manu-* 
fiiftures, and the Government afterwardt 
ffikirbe under a KecefRty of flopping their 
ftqgfcfii trc muft ja6t cxpcft* that it wi* 

be 
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be. done With the fame £aie tHat now it 
may. 

If it fliould be objeftcd, that it would 
be difficalt^ to find out thofe Manufafturers 
who keep Looms &r Smiths Forges, fc?^. 
To fuch I anfwer. That it cai\not bp. 
Ttrbtt difficult riiah it \s tb find oqt Ale* 
hOufes, and dbHse them to take oat Li* 
ccnces, or to coTledk the Window- Lights' 
with us ; for Weavers and Smiths, 6?r. arc' 
Publi.ck Employments^ and known by eve-; 
ry body in the Parifh ; and confcquently^ 
ahy Affeffment or Rate' m^y be levied up-' 
on them >^tli as much Eafc as the Window 
Tax. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

% 
The danger &f defending &n the dzii^^ 
£?y^ MufcQvy for Hemp and Flax.' 
The Advantage . of feeing fupfiied 
therewith^ as well as all other ^a- 
val Stores^ from c^r fw»' I^lanta*. 
tioHs. Naval Sterns frfim iim Bai-- 
tkk^ 430^ the pradigHmsi ^u0ntitiei^ 
iff f&reigm Lhmens and flamdoiy 
Li^tce imputed, fUppt^ed t^ ekete^ 
F z the 
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the Value of all our Woollens ex^ 
ported. Full Employment for the 
^ooT the certain Increafe of the 
Riches of a Nation^ and Support of 
the Landed Int^rejt. 

HE M P and Flax are fo ufeFal in Na- 
vigation and Trade, that we cannot 
poffibly do without them ; the firft for 
Cordage of all Sorts» the latter for making 
Sail-cloth, as well as for the Unnen Ma- 
jftufadures that are carried on in this King- 
dom ; and the Czar oi Mufcovy being fen- 
fible we niuft have our Supply of Hemp, 
(Sc. from him, h^, in a Manner, made a 
Monopoly of it ; and what he fells, will 
have h^ own Price for in ready Money, or 
Bills of Exchange, and the reft in fuch 
Goods as he thinks fit. The Neceffity we 
are under for thofe Commodities ought to 
put OS upon all imaginable Care and Study 
how to provide them, left we'ftibuld hap- 
pen to be under the fame Ntceflity for them, 
that we were in the Year 1703 for Pitch 
and Tar, when the Government of Sweden 
abfolutely refufed to let us have them for our 
ready Money, otherwife than in their own 
^Shipping from their Tar Company here, at 
fiheir own Price, and only in iuch Quantities 
as £hey thought fit* Upon that Difappoint- 
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"ment,' nhe Government^ by allowing acdn- 

'fiderable Encouragenpient for carrying on 

'the Manufiiftures of Pkch and Tar, had 

fufficient Quantities from our own Plant a - 

iions ; and" it is greatly to* be defired the 

like Eneemragement was given fbr raifing 

Hemp and Flax ; fbr finee we have Plan^ 

iatiam where Hemp and Fla« and all Sorts- 

©f I^aval Stores may be raifcd, with fo 

^many and fo great Advantages to- this^ 

Kingdom, ie wocrld be unaccountable to 

leave us dependant and at an Uncertainty 

for them, and to be fupplied only by s- 

Prince that will be paid for them jufl as he: 

fdeafes.. 

Ir IS very well known, that our Land 
h too dear for railing Hemp and Flax, and 
whttt is~ grown here (though it is> tough and 
makes ftrong Linnen) neither dreflbs fo 
kindly, nor whitens fo weH as that which 
grows in warmer Climates* In R^ffia tlie 
beft Hemp and Fhx grow in the Souther- 
Hioft Farts of the Kingdom, where the 
Summer is hot, and the Air clear ; and yet 
the Flax is not accounted fo good as that 
whkh grows in Egy^t or Italy^ 

BGTPT has always been eftecmed for 
its Linnen, and now fupplies Leghorn with 
QuantUies, and the Coaft of SyrUr Afia 
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great Cities, have ^ Supply of ;H$mp ai]4 
Flax from thence. All our Colonie$CwWcii 
run Twelve or Fourteen hundred Miles 'm 

. length, and all the Way border uppn the 
Seaj hi^ve very hot Summers, theSouther- 

. moft P^rts of them li^ near the jfam^ L^ 
ti tilde with ££yp/, and the Nortfe Pwt 

. inqch gbput the feme with Anj:om^QV B(h 
logna in Italy^ where excellent iHqn^ zxmA 
Flax grow i therefore we have the gpcatcft 
Profped t9 receive TOghtySuppliiJSQf tjejanp 

jnd Fia« fro?n them. Part .pf .tbei hmX 
in the Cqloni^s is vfery rich v. w?cji;)f fe fih^ill' 
Value, that there will be Opportgiifey of 
breaking up frefh as often as there is Occa- 

.lion to change the Gro^r^, wihich if Jaid 
down, will recover Jtfelf ags^in witho»f^tfef& 
Charge of manuring, as we do h^^, M ^ 
very gre^t Pi^mage of oi^ ploug^ng t-jindi- 

.Nothing empwerifl^es L4nd .morp td^^aa 

•Hemp aod.FlaX) and thpu^ it is manured*. 

-that alone ;wi31 not do fo well, for tjic 

Xand ought to^ be chaqgied ; after thr^e or 
four Crops 5 and generally, tberifimft wA 
fatjicft Pieces are converted to thtt Ufcu 

Those great Conveni^ncies of having 

Land fo very cheap, and fo fii* ft Clknate,^ 

which w€ ki¥>w produces exdcljcnc Hemp 

and Flax, fo .con^fiiodlc^ufly fityated aloog 

%. ^ the 
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•the Scd-Cbaft, wkh fuch Numbers of- largjr 
Rivers running up the Country to the moft 
inland Settlements^ where Provifions may 
be r^ifcd Ht fo fmall a Charge, and where 
Work may be done by the Labour of 
Slaves, almoft as cheap as it is in Ltdim, 
give Ground to hope that we may nunur 
I^Sturc Ltnnea here cheaper than any Pare 
q( Europe can import trhem upon us 5 and 
rhe Colonies be as profitable to us, by 
raifing rough Materials ta carry on the 
ttinncn Manufadlure, as the SuJ/ix and otha? 
{>own9 are for fupplying. Wool! for that 
M^nufadkure, the Profits of which we hwf 
valued ourfelvcs fo much upon, that we 
have fet the Reft of Europe to be pur Com- 
J)etttors therein. Howcver^t a great deal 
of the Value we ftt upon it proceeds from? 
Miftakc^ we think abundantly more of ic 
than it really i$» the foreign Linnen and 
Fianders Lace, 'Linhenyarn, and Navat 
Scores imported into this Kingdom, being 
fappofed to amount to more than the Ex- 
ports of all our Woollens. The Mana- 
fafture of Linnen in Brittany^ and other 
Parts of Francey Forty Year* ago, was 
thought to be better to them than the Wool- 
len was to us \ for it was generally allow'ti 
we took above a Million a Year from them,. 
dBO^PvrUi^aiy Spaw^ and ihc Spanijh Weft- 
F 4 Indiei^ 
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Indies J twice that Value, befides what other 
Countries took. 

Indeed they have in Ibme Mcafore lotf 
their Trade with us, we now receive little 
from thence, but what comes by Stealthy 
or under the Denomination of Switz Lin- 
nen through Aifatidj their Cambricks ex* 
cepted, of which I have elfewhere takea. 
Notice. And ' now the Emperor of Ger^ 
manfs Hereditary Countries^ and other 
Parts of the Empire, have gained the fup- 
plying of us, which has made them very 
rich and powerful. 

Now as the Woollen Manufacture, efpe- 
cially the coarfe Parr, has fpread itfelf of 
late into feveral Parts of the- Kingdom, 
which has exceeded the Demand, andcaufcd 
great Stocks to lie-by, if thofe rough Ma- 
terials of Hemp and Flax were prepared in 
our Rlantations^ the People in North- Britain^ 
i^c. would foon find the Advantage of 
falling upon that Manufa&ure ; the labo- 
rious and coarfe Part being performed 
abroad, the reft would invite not only the 
Poor and Ncceflitous, but People of better 
Circumftances to employ their Time in it* 

If thefe Propofitions are heartily put to 
Praftice, we may hope, that by providing 

the 
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tfic aforefaid rough Materials, we fRoulif 
tuLvt the delightful Fro(pe6t-of feeing Trade 
flourifli *, for as the Silk and Linnen Manu«- 
feiSlures, where brought to Perfedion, arc 
altogether ^s profitiable to thofe Nations,, 
ad the Woollen now is to us ; swid as we 
increafe in our Linnen Manufaftures,, thofe 
X)f Silefia^ and. all the Emperor's Heredi*- 
tary Countries, from whence we takefucb 
Quantities^ muft abate of Courfe ; their , 
People will alfo refort to us, and help- to- \j 
carry them on ; for it has always- beenoW- 
fcrved^ where new Manufaftures are fct up,/ 
and take away Part from another Country,, 
the Manufafturers will- likewHe remove :: 
This was the Cafe of the Flemmings when* 
Queen Eltzalktb' gave fuch- great Eticou- 
' ragement to have the Woollen. Manufafture^ 
remdvcd hither, and oufs 'when we had that 
Riundation of Chinat and India wrought 
Silks, our Weavers went to Holland:^ Flan^ 
(iersi France^ &c. and ftverai Streets in^ 
Spittlefields^tro-almoG: defolate •, and whenr^ 
tiiofe Silks were prohibited,, the Manufac* 
turcrs^ returned again., 

■ It is fuppoled the RMffians export to* 
EngtAnd 2Lnd all other Parts, in Hemp and' . 
Flax, above the Value of a Million a Year- 
If Hemp and Flax- be fo valuable a Pro* 
duft for ^McrGbandize- with > themj *there^ 
• * F S: fcemt.' 
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-feems to be a much grater Pipfpeft of epr 
riching ourfelveis by railing them in our 
Plantations. 

1. Because (hey will not be fubje^ 
tQ any LiandrC^rri^ge, bpt (hipp*d iaune^ 
fjiately fyom ih? Plaoe of Growth* 

2. Because Land is inuch cheaper in 
pur Plantations tJ>aii in the Sou(h Par^$ of 

f^Mia,, .... 

3. The Climate being equal wUh that ii| 
j^/^^ and //^i(y, is fypppfed tp.prpducQ 
Hemp and Flax preferable to theirs. 

Sir Jofiab Child fays. That in the Flam 
tations of Sugar and Tqbacco,, ^yery whit^ 
^an there croployvS four Perfons at bop^ % 
he means, we fuppofe, in providing Cloathsi 
Part of their Food^ and all Sorts of Utea* 
fiis for carrying on thei^ Bufinefs. If Sugac 
^d 'I'obacco employ fuch a Number of 
Hands at ho^ne, certainjy every Perfon em- 
pioyed in the Plantations in raiting and 
drefling Hemp and Flax, muft, by his La- 
bour there, return more than twice the'Ad^ 
yant^ that can be produced by Sugs^ and 
Tobacco, for they ^re manufa&ured in the 
Plantations J th^ i?efini|)g the Sugar, aQ4 cue* 
ling Tftbacqo, ^ii;b ^ little Quawtitythac. i« 

rolled^ 
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toBccT, excepted;- whereas Flax andHfemp 
are Materials for employing all idle Hands ;; 
and of Confcqucnce the Poor's Rate will: 
£:)on be abated, and the Nation will find^ 
in a little Time what they fave yearly there- 
by,, will be more than fufEcient to encourage 
the People xo begin that Employment. 

I mention Part of the Pbor*i Rate^ be^ 
oaufe they mufi be maintained by our Land^#, 
ff Employment is not provided for them j, 
and Abundance are thrown upon the Pa^ 
riflies for Want of Work y others mike 
' that a Pretext for their begging from Place* 
to Place : But where Work-houfes have beeiv 
built, cho* Materials for employing the* 
Poor are fcarce, yet fome publick fpiritedi 
Men have there "maintained them for half 
the Expcnce they were at before thofe Work*^ 
koiifeswerccrefted^. This (hews^ what gootf. 
Oeconomy can. do, and^ the H^ppinefs it 19^ 
t<:> thoie Places who hav& fuch Gentlemen^ 
m diredk and afllft them.^ 

1 muft obferve,. that *'Silk,^ Hempi. an* 
Flax, may be carried on by the fame hands, 
andnot interfere one with another;, for after 



♦ / can t 'well avoid nuntlonif^ §f Silk itre, hut t ' 
hifivt' mated of the Mith^^tOtHiik it O^iika ClMptet 

the 
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the fowing of Hemp and Flax> the MuU 
berry Leaves come to be in Perfcftion for 
feeding the Silk- Worms 5 and the Silk-? 
Harveft (as it is called) is over before Hemp 
and Flax are ripe : Thus the Perfons em- 
ployed in the Silk may turn their Hands 
to that of Hemp and Flax, the breaking 
and dreffing of which may be Work for 
them all "the reft of the Year. The Stocks 
and Utenfils to be employed in them, will 
coft but a fmall Matter ; but the Care of 
the Government to fupply them with Flax 
arlt! Hemp Seed, at their firfl Beginning, as 
well as Seed for produciJig Silk- Worms, to 
be delivered to the Planters at the proper 
Seafons, will be abfolutely neceffary, to renew 
the fame if there (hould be Occafioh ; and 
when once got into proper Methods, the 
Charge would be oyer. If fuch a publick Spi- 
rit prevailed now for promoting the general- 
Inrereft of the Nation, as did in our Nobility 
and Gentry upon the firft fettling ofourPlan-^ 
fattens J we may raife fufficient Quantities of 
rough Materials for carrying on all our 
Home Manufadur'es. 

And if once we come-to be fupplied with 
Hemp and Flax by the aforefaid Methods^ 
every Place will be filled with Flax-Dref- 
fers, and the Overfeers of the Poor of every 
Parifc, where the Wogll Spinning Xmde 
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Is not carried on, may very cafily come at 
Hemp and Flax, which they will find 
as profitable to them, as the Woollen is to* 
the other ; and the more diftin<ft the Em- 
ployment is, the better, for many Inconveni- 
ences have attended one Manufadlure inter- 
fering with another ; befide, there will be 
sm Intercourfc of Trade created by one Part 
of the Kingdom fupplying the other with- 
their difttnft Manitfafburies ; this will glve^ 
fu>ll Employment to the whole Kingdom,, 
and an univerfal Chearfulnefs to every Bo« 
dy : For the Poor are never happier, nor 
their -Minds eafier^ than when they have 
full iEmpIbyment ; and when they are em- 
ployed. Riches are dif&fed over the Nation.. 

Ir is a conomon Opinion, that we have 
above a Million of People in the three Na- 
tions deftitute of Work ; but if thofe rough* 
Materials (fo often mentioned in this Dif* 
eourfe,) Ihould come to- be rarfed in our 
PUnfationsy there need not be one idle p£r'- 
foi^.. Now fuppofe that One Million, of 
Peopk were put upon manufafhiring thofe 
rough Materials, and each Perfon earn'd' 
but one Penny a Day, and allowing but 
Three hundred working Days in a Year, it 
would amount to 1,250,000/. Now as I 
have already faid, the Importation of foreisn 
Linnen, Flanders Lace, and Naval Stores, 

amount 
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ainoimc to more than all our Woollens- fx^ 
fiorced, it is aftoni(hiDg that fo wife a Na* 
tion as this doefr not take Care co regulate 
fihofe Matters, and have' the greateft Part of 
thofe.Linnens made in the three Kingdoms^ 
All other Nations oi£Mrope are fo wife a» 
to make Linnen enough for their own Uie^ 
P$rtugd^ SpaWy and what is imported into« 
J/alyy excepted; and if the Government 
4oes not take Care to put tho& poor People- 
into proper Regulations and Employments^ 
^jey muft continue in Mifery and Want,. 

Setting up the makHig of Pitch and^ 
Tar in our Plantatiomvi2L^ very advantage- 
ous V there was indeed very great Encoa*^ 
ragement given tOrbegjn that Undertakings 
which ^had its* defired End^ and vaft Quan- 
tities of Pitch and Tar were imported i**andi 
i| is hoped fome Encouragf^ment will be re« 
DC wed ag^> that th^ Swfides wd-Ru£iam^ 
&c. may not regain the Importation o£ 
t^e Commodity upon us.. 

As to Pot-a(h, that has never yet been 
iindertakenv tho*^doubtkfs our PiMtatiom^ 
if once got into' the right Way of faking it^ 
would fttfikientiy fk^ply us witball thit mt 
iraftt. 

, Oun PUmffifUi^ ia ^^fi^^\ud.)miH 
. vait 
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Yaft Quantities of Timber^ and the Navi- 
gation from- NeWrEjKjgla^fdy Iskva Scotidy 
or Newfouhdlandy is hot niore tedious, nor 
at a greater Diftancc from usjthan theBot-^ 
VDm of the Botbmck Culpby or Fetersbmtrg :- 
But tbofe PUoe$ having been kmg in Trade^ 
and a conftant Demand from us for that 
Commodity.) they * always have great Stod^ 
(>f Timber ready fquar'd, and Boards lying, 
ready to load a Ship of Five or Six bun^ 
^rcd Ton in ten or twelve Days ;. tut hi- 
therto we have never had.&ool^s lylog. 
ready ia opr Plantatimsy nor any Encour 
ragement fpr.. bviildh^g; large biilky Shipi;. 
f^<;h as ace ufed hy Xti^ Daws ztA Sweags^i^ 
VFho fail with a few Hands^ and at a fmall 
Charge. What Timber we have had hi- 
therto come dire^ly ta Epgiand^ hai 
been jranher put on bojLrd to ^11 ^y wbea 
Toba^ccp or othpr Mercbandi» ^has R09 
beep to be hiad ^ and therefore no Care has. 
hitherto beoa taken tq make it a reg^lal^ 
Trade* which may hf r^after deftfve further 
Qwttfidferanon* 
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CHAP. XXX. 

CamemingRaw Silky and Methods fow 
* beii^fuf plied therewith. 

IT 'Iwth been a Difputt among Travel^ 
Ifers, whether the Manufafture of Silti. ' 
Woolltn, 6r Linnen, £5 moft confiiderable 
in the World : Many of them fay the Silfe 
MaiiuftiSlure exceeds either of the other 
two ; arid they give this Reafbn for it,. 
That the People of China^ witd are com- 
puted to be Two hundred MHlions in Num- 
ber, are- chiefly^ cloathed- with Silk Gar- 
mentsi which indii\>utably demonftrates ir 
to abound: wkk the. greateft Quantity of 
Silk of any Gountry in the World, it be- 
inff there lb very pfentifuf'ahd' cheap, that 
fevcral of the Jefuits^ affirm, five Suits of 
Silk do noteicceed the Price of onef Suit of 
Wboliien in Europe-: However, I (hall^not 
trouble my Reader with thofe nice Cafeu-^ 
lations, only (hew the great Ufe of Silk 
in ChiMy and fome other Parts of theWorld,^ 
and that there cannot be a more profitable: 
JManufadure carried on.. 

• It is certain thsSr Ptrfia^ Truliay and €li- 
m^ had the ManufaAure of Silk, long be« 

faie- 
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fere it came into'Eurapej for the firfl: that 
was brbi^hc was in die Time of Akguftur^ 
according to Dr. PrideMx^ and other Au- 
thors; 

We manu&disre rciy great Quantities 
•of Thrown and Raw Silk in this Kingdom, 
which is thought to be fix Times as much 
as it was 40 Years ago^ for then we were 
fupplied with Frensb and iNilian Silks, all 
fully manu^i^red^ 

The Si& we have from Ttafy is gene^ 
rally Thrown, and ftrvcs for Warp for our 
Manufadures, the^reateft Part from Pied- 
mont^ the whole Principality noj: larger 
than a fmall Englijh County ; yet it is 
thought the King of iS'tfr^lri^i^ receives at 
kail Two hundred thou&nd Pounds of us 
yearly for that Commodity, and all in ready^ 
Money, for he hath loaded all our MamN 
failures with very high Duties, (which is 
in efied a Prohibition) and admits thofe of 
France at a fmall Cuftom i for which Rea* 
fon, they fuf^ly his Dombions with Wool* 
len Manufadlures. The Prices we pay hin» 
for Thrown Silk are alfo extravagant^ be- 
ing in general above Twenty Shillings fop 
every Pound s neverthelcfs, he appears to 
be very fond of keeping us dependant oa 
liim iL for an Engine or Machine beings 
. - ercftcd 
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ctedcd ki this Kingdom for chrowipg Rtir 
Silk into Or^^nzinq, .4;o ;p4?event the Ute 
thereof, we are told, he ha^h prqhibitc^' 
the Exportation of Raw Silk out pf his 
Dominions, and we have now none froirt 
thence but what is-got by Stealth j howicver^ 
the Markets are open to other Parts of i/^^ 

Thi; Province of Gil$n^ ajncj Part of the 
Province^ of Sberva^ and Qearpa^ are the 
Places that fupply us with L^gee or Shci^ 
bafFee,. or what is called Turkey Silk, the 
Price there Adoe^ ^ot eseceod nine or tea 
^hillings the' grc^ Fouqd }, |m H \fft9^t n 
l^and-<]aFritge;of mar One thou&nd Mile^ 
gnd paflEes through fev^r^ Handst who M 
get a Pfofit by it before it cooies to uft^ 
The^ Addition of Land*Carrij^9, and 6> 
IfcraJ Duties paid jtherepni. we aite informed 
makes ijt IcJll u4^^ ioM mcmA.^. tn^ntf 
ShiUfaig9* 

Tmb Silk of B^dk fiHKh inferior in: 
Quality, neither bears fb good a. Gk)&, nor 
dDe$ half the Service in fonKManufa^ftures^ 
Sfeor fit for throwing into OrgaDzine, fo that at 
^efent we are forced to take of that doae 
jbalian Silk for the Warp of all our Manm* 
fedhires. The Silk of Chma is of esficellent 
Staple, and cofts little more than one Third 
«£ the Pdoe that ^re pay for I/alm. 3(1)U 
.but 
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^hmtht Ptttir 'being but Esghmn-pence te 
Ji$lu» and tuthyK^im SUk» andtlut being, 
at Four SbiJlii^s^ prewnts. any Qoantky 
from eoxnir^ in. 

1 have before obfermd, that the whofe 

Councry jof China ia iaa Manner cloathed 

with Silk pf their own m0mifii£ittrtng» and 

.7^/tfff is .fijpplytfd from thence^ and their 

Manufa£hifie5 are feat al) Mer jfo^, P^rftA^ 

and even irftD £f/npr and die SpsmJbWefi- 

Jbtdki. T-wo PcovinGes are efbcemM beyond 

* IthelReft for the lExceikocy of their SiJ^ 

tres. iCMiam wo&NihdAq^^ wkh.whkh iti» 

faid Garments &r.:the jSojoit i^amii]r ajid 

Grandees of the Kingdom are made« 

As we have but cmt Watvr-Engifie Sat 
.ihfowing Siik in die Kiofg^om^ i£ diat 
dhould be deftray^d by ftee^ i3r aqy itther 
^Acddent^ h wpuW make tin OoatiQyande 
of duowicg; fine Silk among us very prOr^ 

. various.; and it is very much to be doubt* 
-ed^. whether all I2he Men now living in the- 
Xingdotn ,eoukl nskake fach another ;. and 
as we have oomniodfous Rivers for that 
Vwpa&^ wbofi: Streanas hoki aUthe Ycar» 
and run thorough large Towns,, whece 
-fcarGely any Manufaftnres are carrirt on,, 
i aoi luimhly of Opiniohj it would beMat^ 

. tcff of the ^reatcjl Caiiff qurace ao odr Silk 

Maau&ifture^ 
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ManufaAure, to ha^ three or Ibar mofe 

.creSed, according to the Modd of that at 

P^rbyy. AHottgh at the Publick Charge) 

which would give fome Hopes of keeping 

that Manufacture among us for ever ; and 

we ihoukl come in for a Rirt of the 'fine 

Raw Silk ot^Granada^ Faientia, Muma^ 

and , other Provinces of Spain^ as well as 

the Produds^ of feveral Parts of Italy^ in 

^Exchange for our Woollen Manufadures^ 

and not be tied down to the ftridfc Rules of 

i paying our ready Money , as we are now, to 

j^e Duke oFSnvoy\ and when once folly 

. cmploy'd, the Profk m a ihort Time ought: 

defray the whole Expcncc.- 

' If the I>uty was taken off China Silk,. 

and niade equal with that of Italy ssA Tur^ 

ikeyj and aU Duties allowed to be drawn 

back upon i%-exporttng, as it is now upoti 

fRaw» and that and other fine Silk thrown 

here, it would come la cheap-, that we 

fhould be able to underfell moft Parts of 

'Europe^ and draw a Demand frona Ger^ 

jnany^ Htdlandy Mandirs)^ Spiun^ Fnrlugid^ 

ijarid other Places, which nright fav« and 

,biingintathisNatbn>20o,ocoJl yearly* 

. Hhb Cheapnefs of Thrown Silk will in«* 

crtfatfe the Demand for Turkey Silk, wfakrh 

.SM^iherc Jpe noci^». is only fit fbn Shuts .or 

w..« , . . ' Wooiv 
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Weoli and nof fit for making Warp or 
Cane for any Si)k Manufafture, that being 
all Italian ; and therefore the greater Quan- 
tity we have of fine Silk fit to be thrown 
into Organzine, the greater Quantity of 
Turkey Silk will be ufed for Shute, and 
confequently a greater Demand for our 
Wocrflen Cloths for the ?«ril:<?jy Trade,which . 
are ^ven in Barter for the faid Silk. If 
we had not that fine Italian Silk for Warp, 
our Confumption of Turkey Silk would be 
very inconfiderable. 

A gr^t iteaj^might.be faid upon riie ad« 
vantageous Prqfpeft ef having C^m^i Silk, 
to carry on our Manufa&ures ; but as I 
faid fomething on thdsHead in the Article 
of Trade i)Q^ween England ^ndJndiay and 
there fpoke to the Nature and Excellency of 
it, Ixefer to that. [ ' 

But notwlthftanding the great Advan* 
tages I apprehend we might receive by ha- 
ving Silk fi"om Cbina^ if the Duty was lef- . 
fened,,^I^m n^t wholly for depending on. 
-that, being very well a(rured,.4f Care waJ^ 
taken to cultivate and improve the Raifing' 
of Silk in our Plantations^ Carolina^ Vir" 
ginia^ Marylanif and Penftlvaniaj would 
produce t the ^ft ol Silk, and as fit for Or-, 
j^anzine as any in the World ; for thdo 

Countriess 

Digitized by Cj(30QIC 



( I+a ) 

Cowntriey produce* vaft ifhtak»§xst nAkft^ 
and other Mulb^rry-Tfrees^ Which gft>ir 
wild^ and fpritig u{^ attUdft ev«'yv where lA 
great AbandancCy whkh looks as if Na»- 
lure had called us thither to propagate that • 
Manufadure ; and if {Kit on Foor^ would ' 
in Time be of ai grfeat Advantiige to this 
Nation, as any Emptoynftefit in the Pian^* 
taliom ; for a^ I have already obfcr^cd, the 
Manuiii(^ure of Silk i^ a moft profitable 
Undertaking, where the L^md and Air is' 
proper for raifing it* 

The vaft Siches of Chinas by diis Ma^ 
nufadtiire, is fufficienr to demonftrate the 
great Advantage thereof j and ther elttra-' 
ordinaryTreafuretheDukeof Jimjr draws - 
into his Country by Silfe, which is made in- 
that litfle Principal)^ of Pi^e/^l^) as I; 
have already obferved, is-ilfd ahotherln*- 
ftance : We may judge, if he draws above 
Two hundred thou&Sd Pounds a Year from 
England^ what his Profits ate which he* 
draws fit>m Hilknd^and other Plices where 
the Manufafture h carried oh to a^very* 
great Degree. ' • • 

We are informed the vtffy Land for^ 
planting of Mulberry-Trees in many Farts'. 
of It^ly^ is worth from Three to Five * 
Foiemds an* Acre,' an^Gcwttonen-there, at^ 

wcU 
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#&ll as hiSi^yi fill their Mulbory Lcavei 
to thfr Pbor for Half the Silk they make, 
and the Money is cqua'lfy divided between 
them Hpofi Sale of the Silk ; and that the 
Leaves of a Tree there hath yielded three 
«r four Pounds* Now if the Manufaflure 
<>f Silk, and th^ planting of Mulberry- 
Tiws has raifed the Land to be fo valuable, 
^nd fotne Gentlemen receive fuch confider- 
ibte Revenues from their Crops of Leaves, 
▼ery great Things may be expcfted by our 
Encouraging and promoting the Mami*- 
fefture of Silk in our Colonies, where as^ 
much Lanti nray be had for Six- pence, as 
in Itaiy for Five Pomids. And if greac 
Numbers of Mulberry-Trees were plantedr 
among the /iiJw» Nations, bordering on our. 
Sbttlemenii, and fomc skilful good-temper*d ^ 
FerfoftS' employed to inftruft them in the 
proper Seafops for fathering Leisives, and 
feeding the Worms, and rewarding them 
bountifully for their Pains, thofe People 
might be brought to be very profitable Sub- 
jefts to this Nation, Th^ Spaniardsj not'- 
withffandirig their Pride,^ have found Cbn^ 
defcention enough to- inftruft the Indiani 
^ «ndcr thfeir Jtn-ifdidion, to make them vci-y 
Serviceable in carrying on and improving 
the . MAnufa<5lures of Indigo, Gocbeneal, 
und Teveral others, to the great Advantage? 
of New %mr r and the Iprentby ^ in their 
^ Settlements 
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Settlements about the River Su Lawremi^ 
the great Lakes, and even to the Adiffiftfpif 
take a great deal of Pains to inftrud them 
in €very Thing they think nwy contribute 
towards enriching their Mother Country. 
They go with them on their long Travels 
in their Hunting'- Seafons •, and now they 
have got Cape Breton^ I am informed, make 
thofe Indians inhabiting that Part of the 
Continent, very ufeful to them in their 
Filheries. If the Spaniards and French can 
iJraw thofe People to be fo ferviceable to^ 
^hem, I do not fee it is impoffible, if Kind- 
ncfs, Juftice, and good Natiire was fhewed 
them, but they may be brought to be very 
ferviceable to us alfo« 

As I have already obferved, China pro* 
duces the greateft Quantity of Silk, Perfia 
a very great deal, as well as Turkey and 
Ilaly : It may be here noted, that very few 
Pjaces are agreeable to the SilkWorm, and 
no Part of the World better than in our 
Colonies ; no Silk dearer, more gloffy, of 
a better Body, nor fitter to anfwer the Ufc 
of fine Thrown Silk .we have from Ilalyt 
than the fmall Quantity of Silk that has^ 
been imported from thence. 

. It is generally obftrved^ that all thofe 
Countries that produce the beft Silk» bor- 
. ' dcr 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



( 145 ) 

der upon the Sea, and lie pretty near the 
fame Latitude; our Planlaims^ the Pro- 
vince of Gikn and Nanking^ and Chekiam in 
Cbina^ all border upon the Sea, and are 
pretty near the fame Latitude. Thofe Pla- 
ces in Turkey that produce Silk, border up- 
on the Sea, and Italy and Sicily are in a 
inanner environed by the Sea ; and the 
Provinces of Granada^ Murcia^ and Valen- 
cia in Spain^ the Places that produce the 
beft Silk, as well as Languedoc and Presence 
in France^ all lie upon the Sea ; Canton in 
China^ and Bengal in India^ lie ten Degreed* 
more to the Southward, the Air of which 
Countries being hotter, is fuppofed to be 
the Reafon why the Silk is of a bafcr 
Sort. 

As the great Advantages that arife. to 
Portugal and Spaxn^ as well as to us in our 
Sugar and Tobacco Plantations^ is by the 
cheap Labour of Negroes or Slaves, the 
fame Cheapnefs of Labour might be of 
moft prodigious Advantage to us, if em- 
ployed in our Colonies, in producing and 
making of Silk ; and when that is over, 
may turn their Hands to raifing and dref- 
fing of Hemp and Flax, the Charge being 
little more than their Cloathing from Eng-- 
Uiiad ; for the Earth there produces Provi- 
fions in Abundance. 

G We 
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We are told by Gentlemen of good In- 
telligence, the whole Charge of nryaking a 
Pound of Silk in i^hina does not (land in 
above Five Shillings, and almoft any Per- 
fon, Man, Woman, or Child, may work 
at it ; and a Man or Woman, with a Child 
to aflift in direding the Thread of the^ 
Silk, may, with a proper Machine, iwl 
from the Cocooe or Silk*bag, one Pound in 
ft Day. 

^ Where they have Land for little or 
nothing, and Labour performed as above, 
jtis not reafonable to fuppofe that Silk can 
ftand in fo much. Now a Manufadbtire •of 
this Kind might be brought, in a little 
Time, to fo ^reat a Degree of Perfedion, 
and fuch <5l?antities raifed, that I (hould 
think the Labour of Slaves employed in 
this Wofk, would produce above twice as 
much as thofe that are employed in plant- 
ing either Sugar or Tobacco s and as this 
Nation very much inclines to the Wearing 
Silk Garments in Imitation of the French^ 
to the great Difcouragem^nt of our Woollen 
Manufadure, the Manufafture of Silk from 
our flaniations would not only enable us to 
fupply ourfelves, but to be capable of ex- 
j)orting very great Quantities of Silk fuHy 
inanufadtured. 

CHAP, XXXL 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

plantations one great Caufe of en-^ 
riching this Nation. 

IT is plain, that the Maritime King^ f- 
doms and States of Europe have en- 
creafed in Riches and Power in Proportion 
to the right R^ulations of their Trade, 
the Improvement of Manufafturics, the 
Iricreafe of their Shipping, and the Extent^, 
of their Navigation, which, I think, is 
clearly demonftrated by the Pradice of fe- 
veral Princes and States treated on in this 
Difcourfe* ^ 

It was not the Fortane of England to 
be confiderablc in Trade and Navigation 
till the Reign of Queen Elizabeth^ who, 
by the vigorous Application of her Mini- 
ftry, found Methods of Amoving the 
Woollen Manufadure from Flandersy and 
ellablifhed ic here, which has made a mighty 
Progrefs, and fpread itfelf all over this 
Kingdom ; they ibund out Methods of en- - 
larging Foreign Trade, fent Ambafladours 
to India^ Ptrfia^ Turkey^ Mufcovy^ &c, 
where they found Markets for bur Woollen 
ManufadhireS) and other Ptpdui^s of this 
G 2 King- 
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Kingdom. But that which exceeded them 
all, was the finding out our PlatUations hj 
Sir fFalter Rawleigb and others, which Dif- 
coveries were improved by thofe worthy 
Patriots in her Succeffor's Time, who corn- 
pleated many Settlements both in the Sugar 
and I'ohacco PlantationSy which were indeed 
the Caufe of the Encreafe of our Shipping 
and Navigation ; and the Promoters were 
ienfible of the great Advantages fucceeding 
Ages would receive, provided the fame Ap- 
plication was ufed : But the prefent Age is 

.v^o far unacquainted with the Caufe of the 
Encreafe of our Riches, that they rather 
ir^rrupt than encourage it ; and inflead of 
enlarging, lay hold of fome fmall trifling 
Things, which they think may touch tlieir 
private Intereft, rather than promote the 
general Good v and if they think any Com- 
modity from the Plantatms interferes with 
fomethbg we have at Home, fome hafty 
Step is taken to prevent it ; fo that for 
the Sake of faving a Penny, we often debar 
ourfelves of Things of a thoufand Times 

. the Value, 

This Misft>rtonc will happen to any 
Trading Nation, if the Perfons who have 
the Regulation of the Commerce, do noc 
underftand it well enough to diftii^uiik 
oictly between thofe Channels by « which cbe 

Riches 
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Riches flow in upon them, and thofe that 
€arry them away ; and thercfoFe when 
Things are carried into a wrong Channel 
by fome of the Planters^ Merchants are 
afraid to mention thofe Diforders for fear 
the Remedy fliould prove worfe than the 
Difeafe. The Gentlemen that would judge 
of thofe Things, ought to inform theni- 
felves what this Nation was 150 Years ago ^ 
how we have increafed in Riches fince that 
Time ; what Price Corn, Cattle, and Land 
bore then, and what now y and what corv 
curring Circumftances have put us in {i\^^ 
flourifhing a Condition, who were then fp 
inqonfiderable in Tr^e, that even London^ 
the Metropolis of this Kingdom, made but 
a fmall Figuc to what Bruges^ Antwerp^ and 
other Hans Towns did, as well as the great 
Cities in the ilfi?^^/^rr^i/^^;i. 
.' . . 

If we examine into the Circumllances of 
the Inhabitants of onv Plant ationsy and oar 
own, it will appear that not one fourth t 
Part of their Prodjufl: redounds to their^pwn 
Profit 5 for out of all that comes here, theyfj 
only carry bade Cloathing^ and other Ac- 
cpmmodations for their Families, all which 
is of the Manfufafture and Merchandize of 
this Kingdom^ 

G S If 
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If any Thing to fpare, it is laid up 
here, and their Children are fent Home to 
be educated. If there is enough to fup- 
port the Family, they come here, and only 
an Overfeer is left upon the Plantation to 
direft, and the whole Produce is remitted 
Home ; and if enough to purchafe^^n E- 
itate, then it is laid out in Old England : 
All . thofe Advantages we receive by 
the Plantations, befides the Mortgages on 
the Planters Eftates, and the high Intereft 
^^they pay us, whicM is very confiderable ; 
and therefore very great Care ought to be 
taken in regulating all Affairs of the Co- 
lonies, that the Planters be not put under 
too many Difficulties, but encout&ged to 
go on chearfuJlyj they are bofn with us, 
or the Defcendants of fuch, and we know 
nothing but the Want of the Means to live 
at Home, keeps them Abroad^ There' arc 
very few Trading or Manufa£luring Towns 
in the Kingdom, but have fome Depen- 
dance oh the Plantation Trade* 

NEWENGLANjy and the Northern 
Colonies have not Comnnxlities and Pro- 
du<fl;s enough to fend us in Returns for 
purchafing their neceffary Cloathing, £f?r. 
but are under very great Difficulties, and 
therefore any ordinary Sort fells with them ; 

and 
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and when they are grown out of Fafliion 
with us, they are new fafhioned enough 
there ; and therefore thofe Places are the 
great Markets we have to difpofe of fuch 
Goods, which are generally fent at the 
Rifque of the Shop-keepers and Traders of 
Englandj who are the great Exporters, and 
not the Inhabitants of the Colonies, as 
fome have imagined. As the Colonies are a 
Market for thofe Sorts of Goods, fo they 
are a Receptacle for young Merchants wJx) 
have not Stpcks of their own ; and therefore 
all our Plantations are filled with fuch who 
receive the Confignments of their Friend?^ 
feom hence ; and when they have got a fuf- 
Ecient Stock to trade with, they generally 
return Home, and other young Men take 
their Places ; (b that the continual Motion 
and Intercourfe our People have into the 
Colonies,, may be compared to Bees of a 
Hive, which go out empty, but come 
back again loaded, by which means the 
Foundation of many Families is laid. The 
Numbers of Sailors and otherTradefmen,who 
have all their Dependance upon this Traf- 
fick, are prodigioufly great. Our Faftors^. 
who frequent the Northern Colonies, beings 
jinder DiiEcuIties to make Returns for fuch 
Goods as^ they difpofe of, what Gold, Sil^ 
ver, Ijogwood, and other Commodities they 
trade for upon the Spanijb Co^&y is fent 
G 4, ^ Homai 
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Home to England ; as alfo Oyl, Whale- 
Fins, and many other Goods. Like** 
wife another great Part of Returns is made 
by Ships built there, and difpofed of in 
the Streigbts^ and other Parts of Europe^ 
and the Money remitted to us. Now all 
thofe Ships are called New- England Shii^^ 
and our Fadors, after they undertake any 
Bufinefs, are no longer called Engltjbmen^ 
but JVi?w Englandersy and ' the Ships they 
build, we are informed, are regiftred as 
New England Ships. I fliall therefore 
humbly recommend it to fuch Gentlemen 
•as are the Guardians of the Trade of the 
Nation, that our own Intereft is not mif- 
taken for that of the .Planters ; for every 
Reftraint and Difficililty put upon our Trade 
with them, makes them have Recourfe to 
their own Produ<3s which they manu- 
fadure ; a Thing of great Confcquence to 
us, and ought to be guarded againft : For 
if they are fupplied with their own Ma* 
nufadtures, one great Part of the Advan- 
tages we fhould otherwife receive, is cut 
off; and therefore, as it is elfewhere ob- 
ferved, if Care is taken to find them Em- 
ployment, and turn their Induftty another 
Way, now in their Infancy, it may be 
done with a very litde Trouble % and it is 
to be hoped, the Regulations propofed in 
this Difcourfe would entirely d&A it. 

There 
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There is another Advantage we receive by 
our Plantations^ which is hardly ib much 
as thought on ; I mean the prodigious la- 
creale of our Shipping, by the Timber 
Trade between Portugal^ &c. and our Plan^ 
tations^ which ought to have all poflible 
Encouragemrnt s for by it we have crept 
into al) the'Corners of EuropCj and become 
the common Carriers in the Mediterranean^ 
as well' as between the Mediterranean^ 
Holland^ Hambro\ and the Baltick ; and this 
is the Caufe of fb great an Addition to our 
Shipping; and the Reafon why the Dutc^j 
&c. are fo exceedingly funk. But if ever 
a Stop (hould be put to the Building of 
Ships in New England^ &c. and carrying 
our Timber from thence, we would foon 
fink in our Navigation, and that of the 
Dtttcb flourlfh in its former Height and 
Grandeur. The Numbers of Englijb Sh^ 
we fb often read of, that are at Ijsbon or 
the Streigbts, is a fufficient Demonftratioa 
of the Truth of this* Doubtlefs a great 
many of thofe Ships are loaden upon Ac- 
count of the Dutch I for nothing is more 
common than their hiring our Ships^Cwbich 
difcharge then* Loading in the Sireigbts) 
to transport their Goods iirom Spain^ &c. to 
Amfterdam^ and other Places, 

G5 Ws 
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' We have a great many young Men who 
are bred to the Sea, and have Friends to 
fupport them 5 if they cannot get Em-» 
ployment at home, they go to New Eng^ 
landj and the Northern Colonies, with a 
Cargo of Goods, which they there fell at 
a very great Profit, and with the Produce 
build a Ship, and purchafe a Loading of 
Lumber, ^ and fail for Portugal or the 
Str eights ^^Scc. and after difpofing of their 
jCargoes there, frequently ply from Port to 
Port in the Mediterranean^ till they have 
cleared fo .much Money as will in a good 
Part pay for the firft Coft of the Cargo 
carried out by them, and then perhaps fell 
their Ships, come home, take up another 
Cargo fi-om their Employers, and fo go 
back and build another Ship *, by this Means 
Multitudes of Seamen are brought up, 
and upon a War the Nation better provi- 
ded with a greater Number of Sailors than 
hath been heretofore known. Here the 
Mafter becomes'Merchant alfo, and many 
of them gain by this Lumber Trade great 
Eftates, and a vaft Treafure is thereby 
yearly brought into the Kingdom, in a 
Way new and unknown to our Fore-Fa- 
thers ; for indeed it is gaining the Tim- 
ber-Trade, (heretofore carried on by the 
Danes and Swedes) our Plantations being 
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nearer the Markets of Portugal and Spain 
than they are, Thofe Advantages have 
made fome People think, that tho* we 
cfteem New England and the Northern Co- 
lonies of fmall Advantage to us 5 yet if 
Thing$ were truly dated, they are as pro- 
fitable as moft other of our Plantations. 
Some of our Ship-Builders think the De- 
cay of their Trade proceeds from the Num- 
ber of Ships built in the Plantations ; but I 
muft confefs I' differ widely from them; 
for we have been inforaied, that in the 
War begun in 1688-9, we loft more Shipa^ 
in one Year, than we did from the laft 
War with the DuU:b to that Time, and 
that three Fourths of the Ships belonging 
to BrifioU and fome other Ports, were either 
taken or deftroycd by the French. This 
gave Occafionfor all the Ship-Carpenters 
. in the Kingdom, that could be fpared from 
building the Royal Navy, to .be employed 
in building new Ships in the Places of 
thofe taken by the French^ and upon Con- 
clufion of the Peace with France^ there 
were fo many Ships built during the Time 
of the War, that were a full Supply for 
all the Trade that was then carried on 5 
and therefore it is fuppofed one Fourth of 
the Builders may be fufiicient to fupply all 
that ve now want. It cannot be faid 
that any of our Men of War arc built in 

the 
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the Plantathnsj or Ships for the Eaft-India^ 
Turkey^ or tbc South- Sea Trades, or very 
few Plantation-biiilc Ships turned into Col- 
liers (the nK>ll bulky Part of our Naviga* 
tionj) and I believe the greateft Part of 
our Ships for the Barhadoesy Jamaica^ and 
Virginia Trades, arc built here. 

We know^ there are fome Plantation- 
built Ships ufed in the New England^ New-^ 
fcundlandy and the Plantation Trades, and 
"between the Plantations and the Streigbts in 
the Lumber Trade, as before obfcrvcd, 
who come home in their circular Voyages, 
and are here refitted ; which is fo far from 
being a Prejudice to our Ship-Builders, that 
it is looked upon to be one of the beft 
Articles in their Trade ; for it is generally 
thought the Profits they get by mendii^ 
old Ships, is as great to them as the Build- 
ing new ones. Oak Timber being fo very 
dear, that thofe Ships which were built be- 
fore the War, at Three Pounds per Ton, 
now coft Six Pounds per Ton, or better. 
If we were to give that Price for Ships to 
carry on our prefent Navigation, ours 
would foon fink between the Plantations 
-^and the Mediterranean, Holland, &c. and 
ff we fhould fall into a new War, it would 
be difficult to find Oak to build the Royal 
Navy, and therefore, as a prudent Na- 
tion; 
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tion, great Care fhould be taken to keep 
up a fufficient Stock of our own Oak ready 
to repair our Walls of Defence. 



CHAP. XXXII. 

ACTS cf Ajfembly to be tranfmiu 
ted to the King and Council, and 
approved of before they fbail be ^ 
Force in the Tlantatkms. 

AS I have made fome general Obfer- 
vations upon our Flantatim Tride^ 
and (hewn how the fame may be enlarged, 
I would, with great Submiffion, take the 
Liberty to make a few Remarks upon the 
Methods now ufed in making of Laws in 
the Plantations^ which frequently create 
Mifunderftandings between the Governor 
and People. 

GovBRNORs commonly go over with 
the View of increafing their Fortunes ; and 
this muft arife from the People-, and as 
they provide for their Governors, the lar- 
ger the Provifion is, fo are alfo their De« 
mainds for fome Advantages for themfelves, 

and 
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and commonly require the making iohie 
Laws that are greatly to the Prejudice of 
this Kingdom, many of which b^ing tem- 
porary, and laft put for two or three 
Years, fcrve the Purpofcs they were in- 
tended for ; and when the Occafion -'is 
over, the Laws ceafe before we are ac- 
quainted with the Mifchief done by them. 

Other Laws, are made, which they 
exercife as long a3 they can ; and if re- 
maled here, the fame Inconveniences are 
foadled under another Name, and in an- 
other Drefs, yet altogether as prejudicial 
to the Welfare of this Kingdom, as thofc 
that have been repealed : But if the Go^ 
vernor has only a View to difcharge his 
Truft, a|id will not grant what they ask, 
the People are filled with Refentment ; 
and in fuch Cafes, there are never wanting 
bufy forward Men, chat ftrive to be Dic- 
tators and Leaders of the reft, who blow 
up the Coals, and make the Diftance as 
wide as they can, and who ftudy all the 
Methods they can think of, to delay and 
obftrudt as much as in them lies, all the 
Advantages he might receive by his Sta- 
tion ; and thereupon great Quarrels and 
Controverfies enfue, and Reprefentations 
both from the Governors and People fenc 

home. 
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home, which give theMiniftry here unfpeak- 
able Trouble. 

And whereas Laws which are made in 
the Colonies, tho* never fo inconvenient, 
do fubfift till they are fent home and 
difapproved of; yet this is very often 
delayed, to the great Prejudice of this King- 
dom. 

It is therefore propofcd, for remedying 
•thofe Inconveniences, that no Law (halt 
pafs in the Plantations^ until a Copy there- 
of be prepared by the Governor and Af- 
fcmbly of each Province, and fent over* 
here .to be examined and approved by the 
King and Council, as the Laws from Ire^ 
land now are ; faving only, that if the 
Laws now in Force do not enable them, 
upon any fudden Invafion. from the Indians^ 
&c. to Iraife Men and Money for their own 
Security and Defence, they fliall be em- 
power'd, upon fuch Emergencies, to raife 
what Supplies they fhall fee necef&ry. 



CHAP. XXXIIt. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. '' 

Concerning Free-Torts in general^ and 
in particidary the Advantage it 
would be to this Nation to endow 
Port- Mahon and Gibraltar with that 
Triviltge. 

' A S this is a Kingdom abounding with 
j^\j Manufaftures, and many Produ^ 
within fxirfcfves, and alfo pofieiSed of 
Tijberies and Plantations Abroad, which 
• afford Commodities extrcamijr well adapted 
for the Portugal and Mediterranean Mar- 
kets, I am humhily of Opinion, that if Gi- 
braltar and Port'MaboH were made Free 
JPorts, this Kingdom would reap very great 
Advantages from them. For then Ships 
with Fifhy or any other Merchandize that 
.will not readily fell in any Port of Portugal^ 
or Ports of Spain^ might be lodg'd at one 
of the. faid Places, inftead of being fofccd 
now to go as far as Leghorn to unload, bc- 
caufe of the high Duties in Portugal and 
Spdn ; for when Cargoes are landed at 
Leghorn^ it ofren happens that great Part 
is carried out again to other Places for a 
Market ; and making thofe Places Free 
Ports, would foon remove good Fart of 

the. 
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the Trade from Leghm^ (the only Free 
Port of Note in the MediUrranean} thi- 
ther. 

• What I mean by Free Ports, is not 
only the Liberty of importing and export* 
ing Goods free from Duty, but that the 
Civil Government Ihould be adminiftered 
by a Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgd&s, 
or Civil Magiftrates under thofe or other 
Denominations, before whom all Civil Af- 
fairs fhould be tryed, refpeding Property, 
independently lipon the Governor or other 
Officers for fupporting Military Powerj% 
who fhould no way intermeddle in Civil 
Affairs ; for it hath been an old Obfcrva- 
tion. That Trade was never known to flou- 
rilh under a Military Power ; and there- 
fore even in the Frontier great Cities and 
Towns of France^ where Military Difci- 
pline hath been pradifed with as much 
Rigour as in any Place, we have always un* 
derflood, in thofe Places where any Trade 
was carried oo, the Right of the Merchant 
was always tryed in a Civil Way ; and in 
moft fuch Places a Court of Merchants is 
eflablifhed^ which is alfo cuflomary in the 
great Cities and Towns upon the Frontiers 
of Holland^ &c. which Subje(^ is very hand- 
fomely treated on by Sir Jofiab CbUdy in 
his Trcatifc upon Trade. 

The 
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The Diflfcrcnces refpeding Trade and* 
Merchandize are fcarcely ever better ended, 
than by a Reference among Merchants, 
which have been alfo approved and re- 
commended by the Courts of PFeJlminJter' 
Hall ; and frequently of late Years, even 
feverai Cafes have been referred to the De- 
termination of the three firft Men upon 
the Jury. And if Controverfies (hould 
happen in either of the aforefaid Places, 
Ten or Twelve of the Aldermen or Bur- 
gefles fhould be appointed for that Ser* 
/Vice, and any Three of them at one Time 
tp be upon the Bench of Juftice, (hould 
have Power to determine all Matters of 
Difierence. 

If Juftice Ihould come to be fo eafil]f 
adminiftred, and Propecty fo well fecured;. 
it would undoubtedly draw great Numbers 
of People to fettle. there ; but more efpe* 
cially^ if a general Liberty of Conicienoe 
was granted, there would be Flocks of 
People foon collefted out of thofe who 
now dwell under the Terrors of the Inqui- 
fition^ztid other Perfecutions ; neither ccHild 
Places fo well fituated want Trade, or Men 
of great Fortunes to carry it on, when once 
well eftablifhed. 

And 
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And thus, if thofc Places fliould rife 
to be confiderable, as undoubtedly they 
would by the Encouragement of fuch Pri- 
vileges, they might, by laying Excifes, 
and other eafy Duties, as alfo by Anchor- 
age, and the like fmall Port Charges, be 
capable of railing a confiderable Revenue, 
which might in Time be fufficient to fup- 
port the Garrifons, and to fpare ; of which 
we fee an Inftance in the flourifliing Port 
of Leghorn. Nor can happier Situations 
be found for fuch Purpofes, Gibraltar lying 
in the very Mouth of the StrtigbtSy arid 
within Sight of all Ships that fail to, or 
return from the H^itetranean Sea.; and 
the Merchants may have quick Advice 
what Demands there are for any Commo- 
dities in the Trading Cities of Portugal 
and Spain ; and Port-Mabon lies fo conve- 
niently, and fo near the Coaft of Spain and 
Eaji France^ that even the Fifhing-Boats 
from Toulon and Mdrfeillesy down to Bar^ 
celona, Alicant^ and Curtbagenay may conie 
and trade with them. They have alfo tfie 
Convenience of a long Traft on the C^ft 
^ Borbaryy Italy y 8cc. 

As much as I am for making Gibraltar 
and Port-Mabon Free Ports, I cannot yet 
"be of their Opinion, who arc for having 

all 
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all the Ports of England made free, all 
our Cuftcm-houies demoliihed, and all the 
Produifls and Manufadures of the WoFld. 
brought in free of all Duty^ that we may 
fend them out again as free to other Coun-. 
tries, alledging that this is the Pradlice of 
Holland y the Ilans-Townsj Hamhourg^ Lig^ 
harn^ Sec. and that it is by this Means they 
have worked ihcmfelves into fo vaft and 
extenlive a Trade in furnifhing other People 
with foreign Commodities ; but thefc No- 
tions are entirely wrong r For as to the 
Dutcbj they lay Duties on their Importa- 
tions as welj as we, and have Cuftom- 
ho^fes and regular Officers for the CoUec- 
:tion :of them. . It is true however, that 
: thefe Duties are fn;iall« and the Nature of 
their Trade abfplutely requires k ; for as 
they have the Afiaeze, the Rbim^ and the A/01- 
.y^//(f, and divers other great.Riv^rs, to fen4 
up their Merchandize for a,i^ Extent a^l 
over Germany^ the Profit of their People, 
and the Support of their Trade, depends 
chiefly on the Vent of their Importation^ 
in tlK>fe inland Parjts of the Continent.; 
and they know very well, that if they 
ihould load them with Duties, other Tra* 
ding Places wQuld underfell them, and 
ruin their Traffick that Way. But as- to 
what is fpent in their own Country^ they 
are hot wanting to impofe Duties^ perhaps 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



( 155 ) 

afi high, and in fome, higher than ours ; 
Nor is our Management in this Affair dif- 
ferent from that of the DuUb^ as to the 
Matter, but only in the Manner 5 for 
where we lay high Cuftoms on Importa- 
tion, *tis only on fuch Commodities as are 
nott of Neceffity, but rather tend to Lux- 
ury, that fuch of the Subjefts as can afibrd 
to fpend them, may by this Way of Tax- 
ing contribute to the Support of the Go- 
vernment ; but for thofe which we have a 
Vent for in foreign Markets, fuch a Draw- 
back of the Duty is allowed, as will re-^ 
duce our Cuftoms on them to be no higher 
perhaps than thofe of the Dutch. As to 
Hamhourg and the Ham Towns^ they aft 
upon the very fame Principles as the Dutch : 
But the Trade of Leghorn is fomewhat 
upon a different Foot, not being carried 
on fo much by the Subjefts of the Grand 
Duke, as by the Merchants of divers Na- 
tbns who correfpond there ; fo that this 
Port is as it were a great Warehoufe, where 
Merchants may lay up their Goods at a 
fmall Charge, to be ready for Tranfporta- 
tion up and down the Mediterranean, as 
Markets may demand. And fuch as this 
is, I am humbly of the Opinion, we might 
eftahlifh at Gibraltar and Port-Mabon. 
But to think it would be an Advantage for 
ao/ TradiAg >fation to admit all Manner 

of 
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of foreign Commodldes to be imported free 
from all Duties, is an unaccountable No- 
tion ; and ftill much lefs fuitable to the Cir- 
cumftances of our Ifland, than to the Con* 
cinent : For we have no inland Countries 
beyond us, ^as they have) with whbm wc 
can carry on Trade by Land : But what 
is of the utmoft Cbnfequence to us, is, that 
, by laying high Duties, we are always able 
to check the Vanity of our People in their 
extream Fondnefe of wearing exotick Ma- 
nufaftures : For if it were not for this Re- 
ftraint, as our Neighbours give much lefi 
^ages to their Workmen than we do, and 
confequently can fell cheaper, the Italians^ 
the Frencbj and the DuUb, would have 
continued to pour upon us their Silks, Pa- 
per, Hats, Druggets, Stufis, Ratteens, 
and even Spani/h Wooll Cloaths : For they 
have the Wool! of that Country as cheap 
as we, and are become Mafters of that 
Bufinefs by the great Encouragement they 
have given to able Wotkmcn from other 
Countries to fettle with them, and there* 
by have prevented the Growth of thofe 
Manufadtures amongft us, and fo might 
have reduced us to the low Eftate we were 
in before their Eftablilhment ; and there- 
fore it will ever be a Maxim ftridUy to be 
obferved by all prudent Governments, who 
are capable of ManufaAures within them«» 

felvesy 
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fclves, to lay fuch Duties on the Foreign, 
as may favour their own, and dlfcourage 
the Importation of any of the like Sorts . 
from Abroad. By this Means the French 
have in our Time nurfed up a Woollen 
ManufaAury, and broueht it to fuch Perr 
fedUon, as to fiirnifh tnemfelves with all 
fuck Woollen Goods as they formerly bought 
of us, to a very great Value, and are even 
become G)mpetitors with us in Foreign 
Markets. 

VJuthz England i$ in Pofleflion of Gi^ ^ 
hraltar^ the Trade of the Mediterranean will ^ 
be open to all the Nations of Europe ; but 
if it ihould fall into the Hands of Spain ^ 
it is to be feared, by the fmall Regard 
they pay to Treaties of ]ate, and the Ufe 
they now fee they could make of it, the 
next Thing would be to incommode us 
in our Trade and Navigation into the 
JHediterranean ; for as it is Part of the 
Continent of ^pain^ they could at any 
Time fuccour it with Men and Provi- 
fions, 2(nd wich the Affiftance of fix or 
eight light Frigates might ftop up the 
Mouth of the StreigbtSj fo that no Ship 
could go in or out without their Permif- 
fion, unlefs convoyed by a Fleet rf Ships 
of War, the Expeace of which, no Trade 
could bear ^ for irom the Signal-houfe at 

Gibraltar 
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Gibraltar they can defcry Ships either in 
the MediUrranean or OceaUj eight or ten 
Leagues; and the fame Winds that carry 
thofe Ships into or out of th9 Mediterra^ 
neatly may alfo carry thofe Frigates out 
of the Bay of Gibraltar to intercept aJI 
Ships in their Pafl&ge ; and as Gibraltar 
was never a Place of great Trade, it can- 
not injure the Commerce of Spain 6yr not 
having it in their Hands ; for they have 
the Cities of Cadiz and Seville clqfe by it 
without the StreigbtSy and Malaga^ Carta- 
genaj Alicante and a great many other Tra- 
^ding Towns all along the Coaft within 
the Streigbts M(mtb\ there muft be fome 
other Motive that caufes the Spaniards to 
infift on thofe Places ; and if we (hould 
ever be perfuaded to part with them, I am 
afraid, when too late, we fhall fee the true 
Reafon is, that they may, with the ftronger 
Expedtacion, demand fdmething greater of 
us; but I hope we fhall never part with 
thofe Places, without ferioufly weighing the 
Confequences. 

ENGLAND, above all other Places, 
ought to be ufed well by Spain^ becaufe we 
take more of their Produds than all the 
reft of Europe does befide \ and even upon 
the Account of Trade, if a ftrift Search 
was to be made in the Balance, it would 

be 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



( 1^9 ) 

be found Spain is as much obliged to us> 
as we arc to them, for taking of thofe ex- 
traordinary Quantifies of their Oyl, Wine, 
Fruit, and other ProduQiions. 

' If Gibraltar had been deKver'd to us, 
^r by free Confent put into our Hands, 
it is no more than fome of the mightiefl: 
Princes of the World have done to other 
Trading Nations ; for the Portuguefe do 
to this Day enjoy, in the Empire of Cbina^ 
the Town and Caftle q( Mocao^ in the very 
Entrance ^f the River of Gantm^ as a Se- 
curity to the jB«r(^^^» Nations that trade 
thither ; they enjov the City of Goa, on 
the Coaft oi Malabar j and had Garrifons 
for the Security of their Trade in feveral 
Parts of India^ fome of which they were 
difpofleffedof by the Dutch and EniH/b. The 
Englijh Eajt India Company at this Day enjoy 
Port St. Georgia and Fort St. David's^ on 
the Coafl: of Cormandd •, Fort William In 
the Bay of Bengal^ in the Mouth of the 
Ganges '9 Bombay ^ not htixom Surattej the 
greateft Mart of India ; as wdl as many 
other Forts and Places, whidi are allowed 
as Pledges for the Security of their Trade. 
The Dutch have the famous Cities of Ba- ' 
tavia and Bantam^ and above thirty other 
Factories in India. Th6 Spaniards thcm- 
fclvcs allowed the Dutch Fort Lillo^ on the 
H Mouth 
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Mouth of the Scheldt for and during the 
Time they poflefled it> even to their quit- 
ting Flanders^, which entirely interrupted 
the Trade of Antwerp, and the Navigation 
of the Scbeld ; and yet that Conceflion was 
always obferved, and never made, any 
Difference in the Trade and Commerce 
between the two Nations. It muft be 
allowed that Place was of Confequence to 
Spaitiy and "the Trade of Flanders did in 
great Meafure fall into the Hands of the 
Dupb'y but,, as before obferved, Gibraltar 
was never a tlace of great Trade, nor can 
it injure the Commerce of iS^pain to make 
good their Treaty, and confirm the Ceffion 
thereof, as a Security to our Trade and Na- 
vigation. 

It isfurprizing thsit Spain fhould keep 
their Treaties with all other Nations, al- 
low the. Emperor F/^«^^rj, Milan^ Naples, 
and 'Sicily \ allow the French that Part ot 
Hifpaniola, which they took PoflefTion of 
in Time of Ppce, and yet ftiould chufe 
to quarrel with their greafefl' Benefadlors 
for a Thing that is worth nothing to 
them ♦, but as to us who are fo deeply 
concerned in Navigation, a Protedion to 
our Mediterranean Trade, which it is to be 
fuppofed the Engli/h Nation will never part 
with. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

Digitized by KjKJKJW IC 



( 171 ) 



CHAR XXXIV. 

CONSIT>ERATIONS upon 
the General Balance. 

IT is a Matter of great Difficulty to know 
the true Balance of Trade \ fome ex- 
|>e6t the Guftom-houfe Accounts will fet us 
to. Rights, but there may be a great many 
Falacies in thofe Accounts ; a great many 
Coods exported may be over-rated, and' 
a great many imported under-rated : Be- 
fidcs, it is poffible to run-in vaft Quantitiesr 
of Goods that we can have no Account 
of; and fome Merchants have entrcd double 
the Quantity of Woollens they intend to 
ihip ot, todifcourage others from fending 
CO the fame Market, 

. O N a former Computation made by 
-the InfpeSlor- General of the Cuftoms, the 
Importation of Holland* i Linnen for the 
Year 1703, viz. Hollands, Damasks, Di- 
apers, Borelaps, ^c. amounted to 21 3701 /, 
and upon perufing fome Papers, I had a 
Mind to examine the Entry of all Hol- 
lands, Cambricks, and Flanders Lace, en- * 
tered in the Year 1723 •, and I found Hol^ 
' - Hz knd'^ 
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l^«i*s Linnen valued at 14897 1/. tho* 
ac the fame Time it was fuppofed, that 
above Five hundred thoufand People, Men, 
Women, and Children, wore Hollands for 
Shifting, befide great Quantities ufed for 
Sheeting and Tabling. - Reckoning the 
Shirting but at Thirty Shillings per Head, 
that no more than Five hundred thou- 
fand People wore Holland, it would 
amount to Seven hundred and fifty thou- 
fand Pounds % and doubtleis the Sheeting 
and^Tabling would amount to One hun- 
dred thoufand Pounds more.. And the 
Cambricks entered from Holland and Flan* 
Jers that Year amounted to Twenty four 
thoufand five hundred fixty feven Pounds, 
tho* it is become the general Wear of the 
Kingdom, and almoft every Footman hath 
got a Cambrick Neckcloth or Ruffles ; 
and Women of all confiderable Families, 
whether the Ladies themfelves, or their 
Servants, all ufe it for Head-Drefles and 
Ruffles. The whole Confumption is thought 
to ftand the Notion in above Two hun- 
dred thoufand Pounds yearly. 



In the fame Account, the Article 
Flanders Lace is valued at Five thoufand 
-eight hundred and thirteen Pounds ; where 
as we know one Suit of Head-cbths fre- 
quently cofts One hundred Pounds, and 

the 
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th€ Tire of one Bride hath frequently come- 
to Three or four hundred Pounds, and 
freat Numbers of Nobility, Ladies of the 
irft Rank, even to the Merchants Wives 
aftd-Daughters, vye with one another who- 
(hall appear in the richeft Lace. There's 
no coming to a Certainty, but very good 
Judges think this Article muft coft the 
Nation above Three hundred thoufand 
Pounds yearly. 

I give only thefe Inftances, to fliew how 
uncertain it is to depend upon our Cujlom- 
houfe Accounts ; for befides the foremen- * 
P tioned Articles, we have very great Quan- 
[ ttiks of Mufllin, Coffee^ Tea,. Spiee^ and 
I almoft all other Sorts of Goods run iri: 
upon us from Holland j^ Flanders ^ France^ 
&c. So that to take the right Way of 
judging of the Increafe or Decreafe of the 
Riches of the Nation by the Trade we 
drive with Foreigners, is to examine whe- 
ther we receive Money from them, or fend 
them ours ; for if we export more Goods 
than we receive, it is moft certain we fliall 
have a Balance brought to us in Gold and 
Silver, and the Mint will be at Work to 
coih that Gold and Silver : JSut if we im- 
port more than we export^ or fpend our 
Money in Foreign Countries, then it is 
as certain the Balance muft be paid by 
H a Gold 
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Gold and Silver fent them to difcharge that 
Debt. 

I have beftowed feme Time in examin- 
ing what Silver and Gold was (hip'd out in 
the Year 1723 ; and it appears we fhipM in 
that Year to Holland^ 

In Silver — iSioy 03 Ounces. 

In Gold — ^55753 Ounces. 

To India j In Silver — — 2143086 Ounces, 

In Bullion or\ ,,^,«^ />««..>,* 
fnelied Silver ^ ^^91^0 Ounces. 

Possibly there may be fomc entred 
out for Holland^ and not (hip'd, as is fre- 
quently done in. other Goods ; and there 
may be fome lhip*d to India^ and not en- 
tred : But certain it is, both Pieces of 
Eight and Bullion are bought and fliip'd 
off, fome of which coft 5 j. 4. d. fome 
5 J. 5 d. and fome more per Ounce •, and 
I believe none fo low as Standard or 5 s. 
id. for thirty Years paft ; and I prefume 
it has not at any Time fold for more than 
Ss. 2d. in Holland : So that 1 think I may 
iately conclude, that upon an Average 

we 
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we pay or loofe 4 per Cent, upon all the 
Silver fhip'd to Holland^ and we muft 
fuppofe Gold bears fome Proportion to 
the Silven 

There is no Notice taken of Silver 
or Gold (hip'd off to Norway or Sweden^ 
or the Ballickf nor the Bullion fent from 
hence to Holland^ which we may fuppofe 
is generally of our coin'd Money melted v 
down* What is carried goes away fe- 
cretly, left, by being made publick-^ it 
ihould lead into an Enquiry whence the 
Bullion came : What the Quantity (liip'd ^ ** 
off befide may be, is impoffible to guefs ; " 
, however, what appears amounts to above 
• Two Millions Sterling in that Year, and 
it; is improbable any Sum like this can be <» 

brought into this Kingdom from all the 
Nations we trade with. *Wc have no 
Bullion coming to ys in Gold and Silver, 
unlefs it be froni Portugal and Spain ; and 
whart we have had of late by our S^utb- 
Sea Trade, and from Jamaica^ and the 
reft of our Plantations ; and therefore I am 
afraid that large Quantities of our Coin^ 
now g9es away tp pay for our Lux- . 
ury. 

I exped it will be ask*^d, what Reafon 
there is for fending fo much Money to HoU ^ 

H 4 land^ 
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landy it being gcneraDy allowed they take 
much more of our Goods and Mier^handize,. 
than we do of theirs. 

If the Infpedor-Generars Adcount be 
right, we have a greater Balance of Trade 
upon the Dutcb^ than we have upon 'Portu- 
gal and Sfain both put together ; and if we 
had no other Nation to pay Money to, 
who are indebted to. the I>utcb^ we (hould, 
notwithftandihg the Smuggling Trade, re- 
ceivS a Balance from thence ; but as we 
take furprizing Quantities of Timber, Iron, 
•Flax, Hemp, Linnen, Silk, fine Cam- 
bricks, Flanders Lace, fine high priced 
Wines, Velvets, Brocades, and a vaft Num- 
ber of other Things : This Bullion is fent 
to Holland to pay for them, and the Dutch 
manage their Trade with all thofe Coun- 
tries with fo much Prudence, that they 
are generally in their Debt. And to make 
this more clear, I (hall propofe a State of 
the Trade htt^ttn England and thofe Coun- 
tries from whence we have thofe vaft 
Quantities of Goods, for which we are 
forced to pay the Balance they have upon 
us in ready Money ; I therefore fuppofe 
the fundry Kingdoms and States under- 
mentioned, have j^lances annually paid them 
by us. 

Upon 
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Upon the War between Sweden and' 
Denmarkj a great many of their bulky 
Ships being deftroy'd, the Importation of 
their Commodities was chiefly in Briti/h 
Shipping. ; but that War being over, and 
they having again begun to build great 
Numbers of fuch Veffels, the Freight of 
their Goods is like to fall again into their 
own Hands, and then we may expeA the 
Balance coming to them will be greater «p- 
on us than now it is*. 

The feveral Sumsfuppofed to be paid, 
are only fee down to give the Reader, in 
a. (hort VieWy fome Idea of the general 
Trade we drive, and the great Sums thofe 
Nations draw from us,, but not for him 
to depend on as certain Balances ; there 
may be more due to fome Countries 5 tO; 
other Countries there may be lefs, or the 
General Balance may be more, or it may 
be lefs i nor do I think it is poflible,. by 
the. Cuftom-houfe Accounts, or any other 
Calculations, to come to a Certainty -, but 
by former Calculations the Sums fet down 
here were fuppofed to be near the Rii- 
lances thofe Countries had upon us ; and 
we have Reafon to believe they are not lefs. 
now- 
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I defire others, who have more Time 
to fpare, will examine into it ;. and if they 
have Reafon to believe thofe foreign Na- 
tions draw fuch large Sums from us, 
how ferviceable it would be to put thofe 
Obfervations into the clearcft View pof- 
fible: For my own Part, I do not pre- 
tend to have the Capacity to reprefent Mat- 
ters of this Nature fo perfeftly as fome 
Gentlemen can, which makes me defirous 
to incite them to employ their Thoughts 
^ upon fo neceflary a Work, 

We will fuppofe theBa-'^ Z. 
lance of Trade we pay Nor- / 
way for Timber, &ff. over > 130,000 
and above what they takeV 
from* us, to be ; J 

The Balance to Swedeni 
for Iron,. Timber, tfr. _ J 240,000 

The Balance to Ruffia for' 
Hemp, Flax, Linnen, Hides,/ 
Tallow, Pot-a(h, Timber, f 400,ooo 
Iron, fcf^. > n ,. 



r I The 
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The Balance to the Em-^ 
peror's H'fereditary Cbuntrie^ 
of Silejia, &c. for Broad and 
Narrow Garlix, Lawns, 
Dowlai, as well as all other ^ 
Sorts of Linnen, whether 
from .Pruffia^ or Switzerland^ 
an.d all other Commodities 
fromHambro*, Bremen^ &cj 



The Balance xo Flanders -y 
for their Lace and Linncn, C 
Threads, tf^, ■ i 

The Balance for Cam-"] 
bricks and Cambrick Lawns - 
from St. ^inlinj Cambray^ 
Valenciennes ^ and to Bour- 
deaux for Claret i, to Cham-, , 
paign2Lnd Burgundy foryVine ; r 
to Paris for Silk and Silver 
Brocades, Velvets, fc?f , and 
great (^antities of other 
Goods run in upon us. — j 

The Balance for Thrown "> 
Silk from Piedmont^ &c. — j 



500,000 



250,000 ^ 



500,000 



200,000 



To 
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To thefe I will add the't 
Money fpent by young No- 1 
blemcn and Gentlemen, up- 1 
on their Travels into France .^ v, rr\r^r^ 
Italy, Germany, &c. and the j ^oo,OQO 
Remittances that are made! 
to the Difaflfeded who are! 
gone Abroad. — — j 

The Intereft paid Fo-') 
reigners for Money ia our> 200,000 
X Funds. I J. 

The Money fpent upon") 
Foreign Embaffies^ 6f^. — J 

As it is fuppofed we have the above 
Balances to pay> it may be queried what 
Places we tFade with, frona whence we are 
fupplied with EfFeds to anfwer thofe De- 
mands ; it is apprehended much the great- 
cft Part is raifed out of our own Plantar- 
tionsj and from Ireland, there being valt 
Sums due from the latter to the Noble- 
men and Gentlemen of this Kingdom, who 
have Eftates there, which is remitted to 
us for the Provifions they fend to Spaihy 
Portugal, France, Flanders, Holland, &c. 
We may add the Profits of the Eaft- 
India Trade upon the vaft Quantities of 
Goods that are fold for Re-exportation 5 
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the Profits of the African Trade^ by the 
large Sums of Money we receive for Ne- 
groes fold to the Spanijh WeSf'Indies^^ &c. 
bcfides what they fell to our Pkntations^ 
and Gold Duft brought Home, the Ba- 
lance we receive from Portugal \ and we 
may mention the Balance from Spain^ tho' 
I am afraid that is not fo confiderable as 
fome imagine. Now if the Treafure drawn 
from our Plantations^ and from Ireland 'y 
and the Profits of the aforefaid Trades do 
not difcharge the above Balances, the 
Reft muft be paid in Gold and Silver froni^ 
hence. 

N. B. Jf^e have not taken any Notice in^ 
the above Catalogue of tbofe Nations^ 
which we think take as many of our 
. Manufactures as we do of theirs j nei- 
ther do we think it neceffary to give our 
Thoughts what we think tbofe Balances 
may bcy which we have upon our Plan- 
tations, Ireland, (^c. 

We will fuppofe that Thomas London is 
the general Trader for the whole Nation 
of England to all thofe Countries that have 
thofq great Balances upon us : He orders 
his Correfpondents in Norway^ Sweden^ 
Rujfta^ Silefia^ Hambno\ Bremen^ Bruges, 
St. ^intin^ Cambrayy VaUncienneSy Bour- 

deauXy 
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deauxi parht and Piedmont^ to draw their 
fevcral Balances upon his Correfpondent 
Andrew HoldfaSi in Amjlerdam^ to whom 
he writes, that he has given Orders to 
draw upon him for the. forementioneij Ba- 
lances refpeftively due to thofe feveral 
Covmtrics.^ Thomas London goes upon the 
Exchange, employs his Broker to take up 
Bills, in order t^ pay the faid Balances : 
He agrees with Ifrael Mendez, and others, 
for the whole Sum-, and, as Occafion of- 
fers, delivers his Money to^ th^tn^ and 
takes theitgBills, which he fends to Am- 
Jierdam to difcharge the Bills drawn as 
aforefaid. Ifrael Mendez, and others, make 
it their Bufinefs to buy up Pieces of Eight, 
Moidores, and other Gold and Bullion, and 
export to Holland to anfwer their Draughts : 
This is a fufEcient Reafon why we export 
fo much Bullion to Holland. 

I fliall now propofe fome Articles of 
Trade and Improvements of Manufaftures 
at Home, which, I am firmly perfuaded, 
if well regulated and carried on with Spi- 
rft and Refolution, might be made many 
Hundred thoufand Pounds yearly more 
profitable to the Nation than now they 
^re. I fh^ll begin the Catalogue of thofe 
Regulations, bypropofing, 
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The encouraging and\ 
making fine Lace, Velvets, 
Silver and Gold Scufis, and 
valuing ourfelves as much 
upon appearing in Manufac- 
tures of our own, as the late ^ 
French King and his Cour- 
tiers did upoa wearing their 
Woollens, and other Manu- 
faftures of France. ■'■ 

The wearing fine Muflins- 
and other fine ManufaAures i 
of India^ inftead of wearingJ 
French Cambricks, and Cam- 
brick Lawns* ■■ ^ — 

Prohifiting the wear-'i 
ing of printed Hollands, and 
printed .G^rm^^i Linnen, and , 
confining that Trade to the r 
wearing of Englijh^ Scotch^ I 
and Irijh Linnen. — — j 



Encouraging the fow-*^ 
ing of Hemp and Flax in 
our Plantaimsy and fupply- 
ing ourfelves with Part of^ 
what we ufe from thence, I 
inftead of having all from I 
Rufta.^ ^ -, ^ ^j 



L. 



3co>ooo 



200,000 



100,000 



300,000 
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Importing. Raw Silk:^ 
from Cbina^ and throwing it 
with Water- Engines here, in- 
ftead of Piedmont Silk, the \. 
Cheapnefs of which would j 
enable us to fupply Foreign^ 
Markets as cheap as any] 
other Country of Europe. — J 

F A R T H E R Improvements 
upon fine Raw Silk to bey 
s.made in Carolina^ Penfihar^ 
Hta^ &c. to anfwer the Ufc^ 
of Piedmont Silk^ -— - 

ENcouRAGi»a the ma^T 
king of Pig-Irpn in the 
Plantations^ and making it I 
intO' Bar-Iron, by additional ^ 
Forges to be erefted here, 
inftead of having the Whole 
from Sweden^ Sec — • •— 

Disposing of Bar-Iron,^ 
which may be made in the 
Colonies, to Portugal^ Italy ^ c 
Coaft oi Africa J and all other j 
Parts of the Mediterranean^ \ 
as well as Turk(y and In^. ^ 
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Making of Ppt-alh iny 
the Plantations inftcad of C 
having it from Ruffia.^^ 3 

Encouraging our own' 
Navigation, by building 
large bulky Ships, fuch as 
are ufed by the Danes and f 
Swedes J and importing Part ^ 
of our Timber from iVifw- 
Englandj Nova Scotia, and 
ffewfoundland. — — 

Regulating ourTradc^ 
from the Plantations^ by 
ftregthenin^ the Aft of Na- 
vigation, m obliging all 
Ships that come to Portugal^ 
the StreightSj &c. to come 
to England, and lay outr 
their Money here, and by' 
that fhort Navigation to 
the Streights, carry our Plan- 
tation Commodities as cheap 
as the French do theirs by 
their new Regulations. — - 
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The making of Cochin-T 
cal, raifing of Indigo, en- . 
couraging the PJancing of • 
Cocoa Trees, and many ^ 
other Improvements in Ca- 
rolinaj as well as tht Sugar 
JJlands. ^ -r- J 

Supplying the North of*! 
EnglandyScotland ^nd Ireland^ 
withPlenty of Hemp andFlax 
from our Plantations^ would 
give Employment to a Mil- 
^lion of People fuppofed to 
be now out of Work, allow- 
ing each earned one Penny 
a Day, and accounting 300 
Working-Day^ in the Year. 



It is worth whiVtQ.read ovcr^ the Hi*-, 
ftory of thofe Times wherein our Plants 
tions were fettled, to fee the Spirit, Refo-. 
lution, and indefatigable Endeavours of 
our Anceftors. And we are highly obliged 
to a noble Duke,, who has lately revived 
their Example ; to whQm (tho* he had not 
the defired Succels in his generqu^. IJncje?:* 
taking of fettling St. Lucia) this Nation 
will remain Debtors for his publick fpirited 
Defign. 



Upoi^ 8 
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Upon the firft Settlement of our Colo- 
nies, great Sums of Money were iffued 
out of this Kingdom for clearing the Land,^ 
cfeding Sugar- Works, and purchafing Ne- 
groes to fupply them, as well as the To- 
bacco Plantations ; and therefore when our 
firft Planters fettled there, they in general 
mortgaged their Plantations to borrow 
Money, for which they paid a large In- 
tereft. v 

If we were then capable of raifing Mo- 
ney for carrying on thofc Defigns, could > 
we now be roufed up into a State of In- 
duftry, how much more eafily might it be 
done by the Money that is daily paid out 
of the Funds ; and how much better would 
it be for the Kingdom to improve the Mo- 
ney to fuch ufcful Advantages, than to 
have it remain a Charge upon our Eftatesu 

Some of the induftrious Planters then 
cleared off their Mortgages in a little Time, 
fiot but that fom6 of theni lived fo high, 
that they have fuffer'd Part of the Mort- 
gage to remain upon their Eftates to this 
Day : But this happens only to ill Oeco- 
nomifts ; for I was credibly informed by a 
Gentleman from Jamaica^ with whom I 
had fome Difcourfe upon the Subjeft, that 
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a young Man of his Acquaintance bought 
a Piece of Ground; cleared it of the 
Wood, and borrowed Ten thoufand Pounds 
to pay for the Land, purchafe Negroes^ 
and ered the Works ; and yet by his In- 
duftry, in ten Years Tinie, he paid of the 
faid Ten thoufand Pounds, and had the 
Plantation clear to himfelf. This (hews the 
Improvements that might be made where 
Induftry is ufed. 

Some, will have the Number of Ne- 
groes employed in our Plantations ta be 
^ne hundred and ninety, or Two hundred 
thoufand ; but becaufe I defire all my Cal- 
culations may rather be within, thaa ex- 
ceed the common Computation, I will £up« 
pofe them to be about One hundred and 
fifty thoufand, and the Produce fent Home 
from thence of all Sorts for our owa Con- 
fumption, as well as what was re exported > 
together with the Profit of our Shipping 
employed therein, to be about 1,500,000/^ 
a Year ; and that Part that was re-export- 
ed Cor carried to foreign Markets^ might, 
before the Increafe of the Home-Oonfump- 
tion of our Sugar, and the Decay of the 
'Re-exportation, amount to near Half that 
Suffi. Now all this great Increafe of our 
Treafiirc proceeds chiefly from the La^ 
bour of Negrocs^in the Plantations y ancj 

there 
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there is no Manner of Doubt to be made, 
if the fame Spirit was raifed in our Inha- 
bicants to add to our Riches, as was in 
thofe Perfons who fttft fettled them, they 
would find, that by the Labour of the like 
Number of Negroes employed upon raifing 
Silk, Iron, Hemp, Flax, Pot^alh, and other 
Improvements here mentioned, turn to 
greater Account than ever the Sugar and 
Tobacco Plantations have yet afforded. 

And the Confideration of having fuch 
a Number of People dependant upon us 
for all their Cloathing, ought to be efteem- - 
ed as an additional Treafure, provided we 
put them upon Employments which will 
raife Money to pay for what they want j 
for we are not to confider them as Va- 
grants and neceilitous Perfons, but as Per- 
fons, who, if properly encouraged, cannot 
avoid getting Eflates ; and therefore fup- 
plying them with Cloathing fuitable to 
their Inclinations, (for it is obfervable that 
ithcy muft be all fine Abroad) will be forty 
Times the Profit of Cloathing them at 
Home with Leather Doublets, Breeches or 
Rags: And as great Numbers of People 
fubfifl upon the Interefl of their Money 
in the Funds, as it comes to be paid off, 
there will be an Opportunity of employing 
it to an unfpeakable Advantage, and th^ 

Lenders 
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n 



• Lenders of fuch Money may be as well 
fecured, and have as large Intereft for their 
Money as the former Planters paid. 

The Reafon why the Dutch have fo 
vaft a Trade to Norway^ Sweden^ RuJJia^ 
the Baliickj &c. is bccaufe the Trade of 
thofe Countries is not confiderable enough 
to load a Ship with any one Commodity 
from the Place of Growth ; but they are 
forced to , make up their Cargoes in /&/- 
landy as our Country Shop-keepers do at 
London, of a great many Particulars, by 
*^ which Means the Dutch have a moft pro- 
digious Trade for Grocery, Wine, Brandy, 
Frait, Oy], and Eajl-India Goods, as well 
,ds EngUJh Manufactures, all over the-5^/- 
'ticky Poland^ Germany^ &c. We may guefs 
at the Lafgenefs'of their Trade by, the 
furprizing Quantities of EaJl*India Goods 
they difpoft of ; for tho'Uheir Importation 
from India is faid to exceed ours, yet all 
they bring Home is not fufficient to an- 
fwer their Sales, but frequently they buy 
near Half the Goods that are fold at our 
Eaft-India Sales ; and if it- will be allowed 
they ' fupply thofe Countries where they 
trade, with what they want, in Proportion 
to the Eaji- India Goods they import of their 
own, and buy of us, their Trade muft be 
imtocnfely great* 
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As Holland is a Magazine or Colleftion 
of all the Produfts and Manufafturcs of 
the World, which they difperfe over all 
Europe^ the Merchants and Shop-keepers 
are eVery M^here thfiir Debtors, and Money 
is brought them from almoft all Coun- 

• tries. This Over-balance of 'Trade makes 
them the Centre of Exthunge to all £«• 
rope y and we need not admire at it, if we 

'confider that this ife' the Path beat out by 
their Forefathers, that one Generation fuc-. 

• ceeds another % ah*cl donftan? Additions are 
made in enlarging therr* Acquaintance," 
opening new Chantiefs of Trade, and in 
bartering Gomrtiodity againft Commodity ; 
in which, it is faid, the Dutch exceed all 

• other Nations' : And it is reafonable It 
fhould be fo, cbnfidering the Length of 
Time they have been in the Pra<flice, their 

. Eftates being almoft all engaged in Trade : 
For they 'have not Lands and Rents fuf- 
ficieAt to live upon, as we have in England ; 
- and what they have is not very defirable, 
'iince the Icedping up their Dykes ahd Sea- 
Walls, and 'bthet Tax;es,'^run away with 
the -greateft Part of their income. When 
our Mercliaftts and Tradefmen have got 
plentiful Eftates, they turn Country Gen- 
tlemen s but m Holland they arc obliged 

'..V ."•'■* to 
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to go, on in Trade, or fpcnd oat of the 
Capital. 

;^ 
It is wonderful how a Country fo fitu- 
ated as Holland h^ fo fmall a Compafs of 
Land, no Produfts of their own to ex- 
port, environed as it were with great Ci- 
ties, which are their Competitors in Trade, 
fhould fteer fo exaftly in all their Cora- 
ftierce, and prefervc fuch an Intereft with 
all the World, that they receive the Com- 
modities of other Countries, and pafs them 
thro* their own, and- do it with fo much 
Judgment and. Application, that they keep 
the Difpofal of the greateft Part of the 
Produfts of Portugal J Spain^ and the 
Streigbts^ which are carried to the Baltick^ 
to themfelves, and fupply Bremen^ Hambro^y 
Lubecky Dantzicki and other Places there- 
with. 

Their Study being to bring every 
Thing the cheapeft Way to Market, they 
hire fuch Ships of ours as carry Lumber,, 
and other Goods from, our Plantations to 
the aforefaid Places ; which being bound 
Home, take Half the Freight they can 
fend their own Ships biit for, which makes 
ours the common Carriers; for if they did 
not hire them, the Hamburghers^ &c. would, 
and run away with their Trade, 

' The . 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



(193) 

The like is done by great Part of our 
Woollen Manufaftures, and many other 
Englijh Commodities, which are bought 
up for Holland J and difpofed of all over 
Europe by them, among their G)rrelpon- 
dents. 

Notwithstanding the Hollanders 
have all thofe Difficulties to ftruggle with; 
they can keep fuch a Correfpondency in 
Trade, that they have a Balance due to 
them almoft every where.. Is it not then 
furprizing, that we who have a Country 
>nd Plantations abounding with Provi(ions 
of all Sorts, Tin, Lead, Copper, Coals, 
WqoUen Manufaftures, Sug^r, Tobacco, 
.6?r. enough for our own Confumption, and 
large Quantities for Re-exportation, Ihould 
not be able with them to pay for what we 
want from Abroad; inftead of which, we 
fend our Money . to Foreign Nations, and 
by employing their Poor inftead of our 
own, enable them to tbruft us out of our 
Foreign Trade, and by their impofihg high 
Duties upon our Manqfadlures, fo qog the 
.Exportation of them, that it amounts to a 
Prohibition. 



CON. 
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CONCLUSION 

SOON .>W;the 'Declaration of TCing 
tJ^tUihm'* syVir with i^^^ paying 

our Arn^y in iJ^Jiffi occafioned 
mittanc^es; arid to anfwer thofe 'Demandst 
Bullion w^s fent from hence, which in a 
gr^at Mcafure put a Stop to .our Coin- 
age 5 ahd in as much a^ Foreign C6nirno- 
dities dreW away ' a -great *Trtafiire yearly^ 
the Goveriitiieht tdok dike Affair 'into 
Confidetation, in order, to jput a Stop j 
thereto, and more particularly to thofe of , 
Frafici. But that we hiight hot irant a 
Supply bf what V^s fiedeffary. Care "Was 
taken ro';ha?^e diVers/ManufacJtares^ eftab- 
liihed at Home, foih ks'thofe bf ^AHmo'des j 
and Luftrings,- Hats, Glafs, Pi^er^ asalfb I 
of Copper and Brafs, with other the like 
Irnprovements. But upon the Death of • 
King G&^r/^i the Second of Sjpain^ and the 

Frencb 
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French King having placed his Grandfon 
upon that Throne, he foon introduced 
the Wearing of French Manufaftures into 
chat Kingdom, which before ufed to be 
fupply'd from England^ and turnM the 
Trade fo much againft us» that whereas 
before the War we ufed to receive a con* 
fidcrable Balance from Spain m Specie, the 
Merchandize and Produds we then took 
from them, according to the Opinion of the 
mod judicious Spanijh Merchants, amount- 
ed to more than all our Woollens exported 
thither. 

SeveraI Gentlemen confulted how 
thofe Inconveniences might be remedied ; 
many Calculations were made, and alfo' 
the Cuftom-houfe Accounts infpe<5ted, di- 
vers of thofe Papers were in my Hands, 
which, upon the Treaty of Commerce 
with France^ gave fome Inlight into the 
Trade between us and them, and the Da- 
mage we fhould fuftain if that Commerce 
ihould be laid open as formerly ; and 
after fettling the Tre*y of Utrecht^ and 
the Acceffion of King George to thefe 
•Realms, our Trade and Navigation met^ 
with further Embarraflhients from the Czar 
oi Mufcovy ?ivA the King of Sweden^ vfKich 
engaged thofe Gentlemen in further Con- 
fulutions how .to furmount thofe DifHcul- 
I 2 tics. 
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tics. They had formed a Defign to pre- 
vent our being fupplicd with Naval Stores 
from their Dominions othcrwife than at 
their own Prices, and hi their own Ship- 
ping, This put the Lords of Trade and 
Plantations upon Enquiry, whether it was 
poffible to have thpfe Naval Stores from 
our Colonies •, and accordingly in the Year 
1716^ they fent for fundry Perfons to 
confult what Methods might be taken to 
raife and produce them there. Among 
the Reft, I was alfo required to give my 
Thoughts thereupon ; and after I had given 
them the beft Information I was then ca- 
pable of, they ordered me to commit what 
I had faid to Writing, and to lay it be-, 
fore them. I had feveral Copies written 
out ; fome I gave to Virginia and New- 
England Merchant!, #nd defired they 
would carefully infpedk every Particular. 
They were fo kind as to affift me ; and 
I did by their Approbation lay it before 
their Lordlhips. The Subje^ of that 
Memorial was to fet forth, how Pitch 
and Tar might be regulated^ and further 
improved 5 that wc might be fupplied with 
Iron from thence 5 the great Advantage it 
would be to have Tim&r provided ready ' 
for a Loading, and large Ships built, 
fuch as are ufed by the Danes and Swedes 
for importing it hither 5 that Voyages 

from 
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from our Plantations with fuch Timber 
might be performed in as (hort a Timt 
as' from Petersbourg or the Botbnick Gulph, 
to Englandy. and confequently a very large 
Sum of Money faved to the Nation^ 
which we now pay to jthe Baltick for thofe 
Commodities. After delfvering the faid 
Memorial, I was frequently required ta 
give my Thoughts concerning Navat 
Stores^ and fundry other Things v theAn*- 
fwers to which are contained in the fore- 
going Chapters : Wherein is fet forth. 
That the Hemp and Flax we have from 
Ruffia comes five or fix hundred Miles by 
Land, and fome of it a thoufand Miles 
by Water Carriage, before it is (hipped 
for England ; whereas our Amenican Colo- 
nies,, for a vaft Extent, communicate with. 
the Sfea by a great Number of navigable 
Rivers, from whence we may be fupplied 
with Hemp and FJax, and other Naval 
Stores to anfwer all our Occafions, pro- 
vided a fuiHcient Bounty was given to en- 
courage the producing and importing fucb 
Commodities from thence. An extraor- 
dinary Board met, where the Secretary of 
State, and other great Men, were prefent ;. 
the Confideration of raifing Naval Stores 
in the Plantations was laid before them, 
and the Propofal was approved of, and a 
Bill carried into the Houfe, wherein it 
1 3 was 
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was hoped a Bounty would be given upon 
Hemp, Flax, and Pig-iron* the laft being 
an Undertaking of great Expence ; but 
tho' it fo nearly afFeftcd the Welfare and 
Profperity of the Nation, very few Gen- 
tlemen feem'd to have any Notion of the 
Difficulty we were under for Naval Stores, 
nor of the ^reat Advantage of being, in- 
dependent of all Foreign Powers for thofe 
Commodities, nor apprehenfive of the 
Difference of purchafing every Thing 
we wanted with our ready Money from 
Foreigners, and raifing them in our own 
PlantationSi^ nor of the Advantages of rai- 
fing Materials for employing and fetting 
to Work more thali a Million of vagrant 
indolent Wretches, whofe Time is fpent 
in corrupting the induftrious, or roving 
about the Kingdom, or begging from 
Door to Door ; therefore thofe Perfons 
who folicited the the promoting fo pub- 
lick a Benefit were dilcouraged. But the 
great Application of the French in con- 
triving every Thing for the Benefit of 
that Kingdom, and particularly the Re- 

fulations fet forth in the Edidl of the 27th 
anuary 1726, gave feveral Gentlemen 
Hopes that the Circumftances of our Trade 
would alfo been examined into. I am 
perfuaded, if Gentlemen would enter into 
the Confideration of the many Advantages 

that 
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that would accrue to this 'Kingdom by 
fupplying ourfelves with Naval Stores ia 
our Plantations^ and providing other M^a- 
terials for employing our Poor, they would 
not flip fo fair an Opportunity as they now 
have, to engage the People in it^ 

Some Iron Works have been erefted at 
a vaft Expeiice,. the Undertakers depend- 
mg upon fome Encouragement from the 
Government ; but nothing being done^ 
there feems at prefent to be a Stop put to 
any farther Proceedings. There is very 
little Progrefs made in ^ny of the othep 
Commodities ; but fundry Pcrfons have 
been writ ' to in feveral Colonies, to en- 
quire into the Probability of producing 
thofe of Silk, Hemp, and Flax. In- 
^uftions have alfo been fent for making 
of Raw Silk to divers of the Colonies^ 
and Anfwers have been returned ; which. 
fet forth the vaft Quantity there is of white. 
Mulberry Trees for feeding SUk- Worms in 
Carolina^ Virginia^ Maryland^ and VenfiU 
va^fia ; and Samples of Silk, much of the 
fame Nature with that wq have from Pifid- 
mont. If we could fucgecd in the raifing 
of this valuable Commodity, there would 
be this extraordinary Convenience in it, 
that the fame 'Hands which manage this, 
niay alfo be employed in thp Cultivation; 
I 4 of 
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~ of Hemp and Flax, the Silk-Scafon being 
only at that Time of the Tear when the 
others are growing ; fo that the one would 
not interfere with the other. Nothing is' 
more evident, than that Improvements of 
this Kind will be a great Means of turn- 
ing the Balance of Trade in our Favour, ; 
and indeed it feems to be a Work that 
ought to be undertaken before any other, 
and very worthy the Confideration of the 
Parliament, which would fave our foreign 
Expence, and greatly contribute to the' 
Encreafe o'f the Wealth of the Nation : 
^ But nothing of this kind can be expedted 
from the Merchant, who only purfues his 
own Bufinefs, and railes an Eftate by thofe 
.Things which the Government permits the 
V Subjeft to trade in; he may get a great 
deal of Riches by importing Foreign Com- 
modities for Luxdry and Excefs, when at 
the fame Time the Nation is confuming 
its Subftance, and running into Poverty. 
. Almoft all the Princes of Europe . hzv^ 
made this fo much their Care, for many 
Years paft, that I muft confefs I have ad- ' 
mired it has not awakened u^. The Em- 
peror, and fundry Princes of Germany^ 
Rtiffia^ Sweden J Denmark^ Savoy ^ and above 
all Franc Cy have fet forth fo many Edifts 
or Decrees for regulating their Commerce, 
that if they wete colledtcd, and fome able 

Perfon 
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Perfon was employed to abftraft thofe 
Things that afFeA our Manufaftures and 
Commerce, it would be of excellent Ufe 
tp iuch as are appointed to negociate oup 
Afeirs Abroad* 

The Care and Thought the Fr^«<:/& Ml- 
nifters have employed for promoting their 
own Manufafturies, and turning every Ar- 
ticle of their Commerce to the National 
Advantage, is fo very remarkable, that I 
do not fee how they could have taken 
more juft Methods, if they had been bred ^ 
Merchants, and their Hearts wholly fet 
upon regulating their Commerce ; whereas 
with us it hath beea rare to find any 
who would allow themfelves the Time to- 
think properly on thofe Subjefts, infomuch.^ 
• that when many Things have been pro- 
pofed, which would tend to the Advan- 
tage of our Commerce, they have been 
laid afide as Things not worthy of No- 
tice. We might indeed take Example-" 
from the French in: many of their Regula- 
tions : r have feea an Arret of the French 
King's Council of State,, for permitting 
f under certain Reftridtions). the .Exporta- 
tion of the Produdl of the French Iflands 
direftly to the Ports of Spain. I thought 
neceflary to tranfcribe it, and the rather, 
1 5- fince 
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fince the fame Propofal has been neglefted 
here. 

** THE King being willing to encourage 
** more and more the Commerce of the French 
** IJlands in America, bos caufed to be laid 
** before him in Council^ the Arret of the 
*' 20tb of June 1698, and the Letters Pa^ 
** tent of the Month of April 1717, made 
•* for regulating the Commerce of the French 
*' Colonies ; and his Majefty having judg'd 
*' that it would tend to the Advantage of 

• ** the faid Colonies to permit the carrying 
*' of Sugars^ and all other Goods of the 
^^~Produ£i of the French IJlands ^ direSly to 
*' the Ports of S^z^m ; the Report of M. Do- 
** dun, Counfellor in Ordinary of the Royal 
*' Council^ Comptroller 'General of thi Fv- 
*' nances^ being beard ^ his Majefty in Coun^ 
" cil has^ permit ted J and permits the French 
*' Merchants to fend dire^lyfrom the French 
*' IJlands in America, to the Ports of Spain, 
** Sugars of all Sorts j except however rawy 
** or Mufcovado Sugars i as aljo all other 

- ** Goods ,of the ProduSl of the faid French 
*' Tflands in America ; . derogating for ibis 
** Purpofe from the Second ana Twenty^ 
*' fixth Articles of the Letters Patent of the 
^* Month of April 17 17, in Favour of the 
«« Merchants of this Kingdom only ; this pre-- 
^^'fent Permijion being not $$ be extended 
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^* to^ or enjoyed hy the InbaUtants of the 
V French IJlands and Colonies. His Ma^^ 
^' jejifs mil is^ that the French Ships^ 
* ' which Jhdll carry Goods direSly from the 
*' IJlands to Spain, Jhall be obliged to come 
^* back into the Ports of France, from 
•' whence they fet outy on the Penalties fpe^ 
*' cifed in the fecond Article of the Letters- 
" Patent <?/ 1717.. // is likewife his Ma^ 
** j^ftf^ ^^h ^^^^ ^^^ French Merchants^ 
** who Jhall be concerned in this Commerce^* 
*' Jhall be obliged' to produce ^ at the Re- 
** turn of the Ships to France, an Account of 
" the Goods they took in at the IJlands^ cer- 
.«* tified by the principal Officers of the 
^* Farms ; and alfo an Account of the Goods* 
*' landed in Spain, certified by the French^ 
*' Conful ; on the Verification of which Ac^ 
** counts fo certified^ the Duties of the Do- 
** main of the tVefi Jhall be acquitied.. Done 
'* in the King*s Council $f State^ his Majejly 
*' prefenty at Marly, the 2*jth of January.? 
" 1726. 

The Miniftiers of that Nation havis 
had thelmprovemi^rit of jthcir Cdaimerce 
io much at Heart, that 'they have evea 
, fent skilful and able Men into the princi- 
pal Trading Countries, to infpedt their 
Management, and pry inco the Secrets of 
their Tracje, pne of which (Monf. Huett) 
'' " ^ . ' has^ 

Digitized by CjOOQIL '^ 



( 204 ) 

has writ a Treatife, entituled, ji Ptem of 
the Dutch ^rade ; wherein he makes chi» 
remarkable Obifervation, ^* That he wrote 
** more willingly upon that SubpSf of Com" 
** mercey becaufe (faid he) there^ is nothings 
** in my Judgment y feemi to be fi little un- 
'* derjlood in France, efpecklly by Perfons 
^^ of publick Employments and high Pofts^ 
*' either in the Courts of Judicature^ Co- 
" binety or Treafury. However^ it is cer- 
•' tain Cfeid he) Commerce is of fo great 
' *' Importance^ that I make no Difficulty to 
:*« aver^ that according to the ConduSf of the 
'^ feveral States of Europe, there are very 
<« few Things in Government that deferve 
" more Attention than this Article of Com- 
** merce t And to be convinced of the Truth 
'* of this y we have nothing elfe to doy but 
•' to conftder the Difference there is between 
*' thofe Countnes where trade flour iJheSy ^nd 
*' thofe Countries which have none : If we 
** will remember that England and Holland,. 
** which by reafon oj their Situation make f^ 
" great a Figure in the Affairs of Europe,. 
** regulate' their principal Interefi always 
<* with an. Eye to their Commerce*^ But 
if that Gentleman had lived to our Time, 
he would have feen much more' Reafon to 
have applauded the Skill and Conduft of 
their own Council of State and Chamber 
of Commerce, than to have equalled iis 
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with the Dutch in the Regulation of our 
Trade. 

BjsFORB the Beginning of King /3PI/. 
liamrs War, our great Gonfuinption of 
Wines were thofc of France 5 and the 
higheft that, we annually imported from 
thence, did not ejtceed Eighteen or Twenty 
Pounds pr Ton ; but Florence Wine being 
the deareft and fcarceft, was generally ac- 
counted the higheft Entertainment ; but 
the Prohibition oi French^ vcs!t% foon made 
them fcarce, and confequently they became c 
the moft fafliionable, and he the fineft Gen- 
tleman that gave the higheft Price foif 
his Claret. The Gentlemen about Bour^ 
deaux that could keep their Wine, foon 
found out "our Foible ; and iiiftead of felt- 
ing their beft Wines at the Prices they did 
before the War, got them up to 80 /. per 
Ton, or more j and fome particular Im^ 
porters chofe rather to keep up thofb 
high Prices, than to have them cheaper. 
i mentidned to one of thofe Importers the 
great Folly I thought it was to raife the 
Price upon ourfelves. He reply'd. The 
greater Prices they gave Abroad, the 
greater Profit they could get by it. Gen- 
tlemen would not think it good, unlefs it 
coft them Five or Six Shillings a Flask. 
However, I believe this £vil might be 

remedied 
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remedied, and thpfc vay Wine* bought 
abundantly cheaper ; for no other Nation 
pretends to give the one Half of what we 
nowgtve. 

Such Extravagancies have often ap*- 
peared in this Kingdom, and the Govern- 
ment have taken Care to rcftrain them ;. 
I do not here only point ^t t^e dear- 
bought Wines, but alfo the Wearing of 
gaudy Silks, fuperiine Gapibricks, high- 
priced Laces, Velvet Cloathing, ancj other 
, Foreign Manufadures, which is now be- 
cohie a Faihion not only among the Ladies, 
but even among our Gentlemen* 

In Edward the Third*s Time, L^ws 
were made againft wearing Foreign Mano- 
nufatflures, and Queen Elizabeth was io 
apprehcnfive of the ill Cgnfequences of 
wearing out-kndifli Silks, ^c. and the 
^Danger there was of the Nobility and 
Gentry ftjuandring away their Eftates, 
shat (he began the Reform herfelf, .and 
ordered all her Court to follow Ijcr Ex- 
ample. 

The Care that Lems the Fourteenth 
took to engage all his 3ubje(fls to wear the 
Manufadures of their own Country, is alfo 
worthy of Itnitation % and when the Court 
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appeared in the utmoft Splendor,, every 
Thing muft be of the Manufafture pf 
France^ or fall under his Difpleafure \ 
upon which I have made fome Obferva- 
tions. 

In the Reign of his late Majefty, fome 
Steps were taken towards the better re- 
gulating our Trade ; the Time for draw- 
ing back the Duty on fundry Goods was 
lengthened, the Want of which before, 
oceafioned the fending over feveral of 
the Produtfts of our Plantations to Hdlandy* 
to lie-by for a Market ; and inftead of 
their fending for our Goods, they had 
the Advantage of long Ware-houfe Rent, 
and Commiifions paid them for what lay 
there. 

The Duty on Timber from our P/^»- 
tations was taken off, which has been a 
^ery great Advantage to our Navigation 5 
for when our Ships go to Virgimay or the 
other Colonies, if they cannot mfet with a 
full Loading, they now fill up their Ships 
with Pipe-Staves, Boards, and Timber of 
feveral Kinds ; by -which Means they often 
make quicker Voyages ; whereas before they 
fortietimes lay in the Country fix, eight, or 
ten Months, whilft the Worms were eating 
out their Bottoms*' 

Rlgu* 
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Regulations were made in the Book 
of Rates, and all Commodities were rated, 
which was no fmaH Encouragement to the 
fair Trader. But there remains much more 
to be done to bring the Balance of Trade 
more in oxir Favour, fuch as the giving 
Encouragement for building large bulky- 
Ships, in Imitation of the Danes and 
Swedes ; as alfo for providing and laying, 
Loads of Timber ready in proper Places, 
that Ships may be loaded in a few Days ; 
and this will promote the bringing of 
Timber from New England^ Nova Scotia^, 
and Newfoundland ; encouraging the ma- 
king of of Pig Iron, the raifing of Hemp, 
and Flax, making of Pot-afh in the Co- 
lonies, the raifing of Silk in Carolina^ Fit^ 
giniaj Maryland, and Penftlvania, fupport- 
ing and enlarging our Sugar Plantations ;. 
and, as much as poflible, to encreafe our 
Exportations, not only to Holland, Ham- 
hourg, and the Baltick, but to open new 
Channels of Trade for all our Plantation 
Cammodicies into Portugal^ Spain^^nd. the 
Mediterranean^ by the fame Methods ^Cr 
French are going upon. 

We ihould likewife encourage the Plant- 
ing of Tea, Coffee, Cocoa Nuts, Indigo, 
Cochineal, and many other Things in. fuch 

of 
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of our Ptantations as may be capable of 
producing them. And I doubc not if 
thofe were once begun, other Perfons would 
make large Improvements in carrying 
them on. So that if the Government 
would purfue thofe Methods with Refo- 
lution, and the Excefs and Luxury we are 
running into, were in fome Meafure re- 
ftrained, I am of the Opinion, that what 
we might fpare out of the exceflive Quan- 
tities of Goods we have from Abroad, 
and fave by raifing Naval Stores in the 
Colonies, (for which we now pay our 
ready Money to the Baltickj &c* provi- 
ding Materials for carrying on the Silk and 
Linneii Manufefturles for employing our 
Poor at home) would exceed two Millions 
a Year. 



-^ 



As private Perfons are always cautious </— 
of adventuring their Fortunes in new At- 
tempts, without fome Affurance of the 
Countenance and Afliftance of the Publick^ 
we are not to expe6k that fuch Under- 
takings will be carried on to Effeft, till 
we take the fame Methods which we fee 
pradifed by the French^ who give all Man* 
ner of Encouragement and diftinguilhing 
Favours to all fuch as attempt new Im- 
provements in their Plantations^ affigning 
them Land, furnifhipg them with Seeds,. 

Plants, 
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Plants^ and other Requifices, at the Charge 

of the Government;.. . ^ . 

It is faid, that thirty or fortjr Year^ 
paft, our Plantations yielded u$ yearly 
about Forty thoufand Hogflieads of Sugar^ 
and that two Thirds of it was then re- 
exported ; but now the Cafe, is fo mucb 
altered, that it is doubted Whether we ex- 
port one fixth Part of what we imports 
The Frentb^ by peopling their Colonies 
from France with poor induftrious Perfons,. 
and* having. Land granted them at St. Do^ 
mngo for little or nothings and fupply*d» 
as *tis faid, by the Government wich Nc* 
groes, to pay for them when they are 
able^ have beat us already out^ of great 
Part of the Sugar Trade ; and it is to be-, 
feared, if fome Care is not taken to replenifh 
our Sugar Plantations^ by encouraging fdme 
induftrious Perfons to enlarge them, we fhall 
have no other Advantage of ourSugarTrade 
left us, but fupplying ourfclves with what 
we want. 

There is alfo fome Reafon to fup«^ 
pofe they will bring their tobacco SettU*- 
ments on the Mijftftfpi to Perfcftibn, which? 
may alfo diminifti our Exportation of that 
Commodity. However, I hope Englifb- 
Induftry and Frugality will be rouzed up^ 

and 
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and the feme Spirit appear to increafe our 
• Plantations^ Navigation and Trade, as in 
the Days of Queen Elizabeth ; towards 
which, the granting out the fpare Lands be- 
longing to the Crown in the Colonics, to 
fuch as Ihall undertake to fettle upon them 
at eafy Quit-Rents, payable in fome compe- 
tent Time after fettled, would be a great 
Encouragement : Nor can I apprehend that 
^ thofe Lands can be made fo profitable to 
the Crown in any other Way ;• and it 
would be many Ways more advantageous 
to the Nation that the Property Ihould 
be kept in the Crown ; for we fee that' 
noble Colony of Carolina^ the moft im- 
proveable, . in my Apprehenfion, of any 
of our Colonies \ yet becaufe it is the Pro- 
perty of particular Perfons, fupplys us with 
little more than one Commodity of Rice» 
Ctho* it is capable of many other valuable 
ones) and is liable to be over- run by the 
French^ Spaniards^ and Indians^ for want of 
a fufEcient Protection. . 

The Bufmcfs is to regulate all thofe 
Undertakings, and to fend proper Perfons 
to direft them, and Money to fupport 
them, which I think needs not be a great 
deal : However, what is expended upon 
this Occafion, would be only a little raifed 
by the Nation, which would, I believe, 

in 
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in a fhort time be abundantly repaid, and 
be the beft Harvcft that ever the Nation' 
reaped 5 and I doubt not but fome Fund 
might be found out for that Purpofe^ 
which would be to the Satisfaftion of al- 
moft every body ; iand I hope all thofe 
good Things will be efiefted by our prefent 
mofl gracious King and his Parliament, and 
that fucceeding Ages will have Occafion ta 
blefs the Memory of a Prince, fo benificent 
and zealoufly inclined to promote the Wel- 
fare of all his People. 

^ After all, it will hardly be poffibFc 
to bring any of thofe Improvements to the 
defired Perfeftion, without a fteady Refo- 
luiion in the Government to fuftain and 
ftipport them, and as it were to carry 
them in their Arms ; for new Enterprizes, 
will aJway be fubje<5fc to Accidents and Difr 
couragements too difficult for private PeR* 
fons to fupmount, without the Affiftance of 
the Publick, as Occafion may require ; of 
which we have a plain Inftance in * our At- 
tempt upon Pitch and Tar •, for the En- 
couragement whereof,, a large Bounty was 
given for feveral Years, till it came to be 
imported in fuch vaft Quantities, that we 
had not only enough for our pwn Con- 
fumption, but even to export to our 
Neighbours j from which great Plenty, we 

were 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



{ in ) 

were ready to perfuade ourfelves, that this 
Bufmefs was fufficiently eftablidied, and 
t-herefore neglefted the Continuance of the 
Bounty. Since which, the Importation of • 
thofe Commodities from Ruffia^ Sweden^ 
and Norway^ is re«affumed ; for as they are 
furniflicd with large bulky Ships on Pur- 
pofe for carrying Lumber Goods, they fail 
their Ships fo much cheaper than we can 
ours, that they can afford the Freight three 
or four Shillings per Barrel cheaper than 
we;; h that we are likely to be foon beaten 
out of that Trade again, ijnlefs we fhalL 
better fecure it to ourfelves, either by re- 
newing the Bounty, or advancing the Duty 
upon Fari^gn Pitch and Tar. This Bounty 
was given to Pitch and Tar a great many 
Years before any Thing was done in it ; 
but at lafl: the Difappointment and,Ne- 
ceffity the Government found themfelves 
under, ftirr'd them up to perfuade fome 
publick-fpirited Mca in the Plantations to 
begin upon it ; and fome Perfons were 
fent over, who underftood the making of 
it, to inftruft them y and when they once 
found out the Art, the Want of Employ- 
ment in the Plantations made great Numbers 
of People put themfelves upon that Manu- - 
fafturc. 
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An Ad of Parliament was granted in 
3 and 4 of Queen Anne^ for nine Years, 
giving a Bounty on Hemp, and was re* 
new*d in the 12 th of her Reign for eleven 
Years longer, and to the End of next Sef- 
fion of Paflianient ; but for want of fome 
great Men to countenance the raifing it, 
nothing has been done 5 and as that Aft 
is near expiring, if any Progrefs is raade 
in raifing Hemp and Flax, the Bounty muft 
be renewed upon Hemp, and alfo the fame 
* upon Flax ; and fome Men in Power muft 
ilretch forth their Hands to help it forward, 
as was done in the Cafe of Pitch and Tar. 

As this is a Matter which deeply concerns 
the Welfare . of the Nation, and as their 
whq]e .Dependance is upon the King and 
Parliament, the Necefllcy of providing Na- 
val Scores and other Materials for employ- 
ing our Poor at Home, is humbly offer'd 
to their Confideration. . And as Bounties 
^and other Encouragements have been a 
mighty H^ppt^efs to this Nation, unfore- 
seen Advanteges would foon accrue to us, 
if fttfHcient • Encouragement for providing 
4ind i^i^g Naval Stores was given. 

It is worth Obfervation to refledt upon 
tift Riches that have been brought in to us 

upon 
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lapon tKcBouitties glten tipon Gofn. For- 
medy Wh^n C^rnha^nM to be very low, 
' the Farmers forbore fawing, latrd that N^- 
hA frequently chSfcd in a Scarcity olice m 
thr^ or four Y6ars, which put us offtti 
tinder the Neceffity Of fetiding Abroad fdr 
•Corn ; but thi^ Botinty has ehcouraged the 
"Farfiifcrs to ' kefep oh their Tillage; by 
'•which," When dny oP'<^ur neighbouring Na- 
tions want, we have been dapabJe of fup- 
plying them ; and we Teldom want a De- 
mand once in three or four Years, 'vhich 
indeed proceeds from the ill Oeconomy of 
thofe Nations we^ fupply ; for they will not 
let their Corn go out of one Parifli or Dir 
ftrift into another •, and therefore their Far- 
mers do not fow more than they exped a 
Market for-, and if their Crops fail, they 
^re under a Neceffity of being fupplied from 
Abroad. I mention this to (hew the Bene- 
fits that have accrued to this Nation by the 
afbrefoid-Bounties. 

The Trade of a Nation is a mighty 
Confequenccj and a Thing that ought to 
be ferioufly weighed, becaufe the Happi- 
ncfs or Misfortunes of fo many Millions 
depend upon it. A litrie Miftafee in the 
Beginning of an Undertaking may Twell 
to a very great one. A Nation .may gain 
^iJaflJMches by Trade and Commerce, or 

for 
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Ssyr want of due Regard and Attention, 

may be drained of them. I am the more 

willing to mention this^ becaufe I am afraid 

the prefent Circun^ftance of ours carries 

out more Riches than it brings Home. .As 

there is Caufe to apprehend this, furely it 

ought to be lookM into; and the more, 

fincf ifthere.be a Wound, there are.Re- 

. medics propofed, which, if rightly applied, 

..will make our Commerce flourilh, and the 

. Nation happy. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 

THE fcregmng Trciitife having met 
with fo favourable a Reception,, as 
^hat 2L Fourth ^ Edition is defired; it hath 
teen thciught fit to add, by way of Sup- 
plement fome further Arguments and Ob- 
ferva:tions made by the late Mr^ Gecy upon 
a^Subjeft which he had fo much ^t Heart, 
as that when any Thing came? into his 
Mind, which he judgM might in any 
Meafure conduce to the further illuftrating 
the Advantages of Trade, and to fhew of 
how great Importance it is -to this Nation 
^o promote and encourage it by all the- 
Methods we are capable of, he committed ' 
the fame to Wricing; aftd thcfe Memoirs 
coming to hand fince his Deceafe, are here 
comnounicated, that his Labour and good 
Intentions therein might not be loft to the 
Publicfc, . 

Sever At ingenious Trcatlfes have been 
written upqn Trade by Mt^ Smithy Sir 
^rtlliam Tempk^ Sir Jo/t^f^ Childj that which 
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is entitled, BriLannia Ldnguens^ fc?f. all 
which are well worth the Perufal of all 
Gwttenen, wJio defire to inform them- 
lelves groundedly in that Subjeft ; in the 
laft mentioned of which, there are feveral 
Obfervations which deferv€ to be remarked. 
He tells us. That in Edward the Third's 
Time, fuch Care was taken for the Im- 
provcmient of our Trade, as that in his 
28 th Year, the Value of our Exports 
amounted to ^91,484 /. and our Imports to 
no niore than 38,970 /. fo that the Balance 
was then 254,214 /. in our Favour ; a vaft 
Sum, if we confider the Difference of the 
Value of Money in thofe Days, to what 
it is now. But the moft effeAual Mea* 
fures for the general Promotion of our 
T^adc were never entered into^cill Queen 
El^^tV% Time. She made Laws for em- 
ploying the Poor, and gave all poffiblc 
Encouragement for foreign Manufa&urers 
to come arid fettle among us. She fent 
Ambaffadours to ^urkey^ Perfta^ India^ 
Mufcikuy^ a!nd other Nations, to find out 
Markets for our Manufafturcs, and to ^fet- 
tle Treaties of Commerce ; and ihc fent 
Abroad her Ships to make Difcoveries in 
America^ and began the Eftablifhment of 
Our Colonies there ; and we fooh found the 
good Effect of this prudent XEcononiy ; 
our Coin ino-e^ed 4 our Merchants built 
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Ships of Force ; our Seamen multiplied,. 
and the Royal Navy grew up to a formi- 
dable Strength •, fa that we were enabled 
not only to defend ourfelves againft the 
ambitious Enterprizes of the King of Spain^ 
the mod powerfiil Prince of that Time, 
bat even to defeat his (as they boafted) in- 
vincible Armado. And this Scheme, fo well 
form*d by that glorious Queen, gave fuch 
a Spring to the Genius of the Nation, that 
the Merchants vaftly enlarged their Expor- 
tations, and carried on their Bufinefs by 
the meer Dint of thcjf own Induftry, with- 
out almoft any Care taken by the Govern- 
ment to promote our Commerce in the two 
fucceeding Reigns : And heqce came in 
fuch a Flow of Wealth! upon us, ,that the 
National Stock of Silver and Gold con- 
tinued to increafe .prodigK)uf}y for' n^ny 
Years: To prove, which, and to rtiew alfo 
Vi(hen it began to dpcreufe, be gives us the 
fbllp^ying j^ccouutiof this Coinage at the 
lliinp,'f9t,ajTradt,b{.76. Tears, which was 
printed and laid before the P^irlianient in 
the If ear 1675, beginning the 4^^ of Eli- 
zahetb^ which vi2^Anno 1599, and divided 
into four Periods, ending -at 1675. 

-'...■ . ' ')i . . ^ 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



5rom02?. i599> ^^7 
A&rf^ 1 619, being >- 4,779,313 A 

20 Years Coinage - J 

FromMar. 1 61 9,to "JP 

iWlw^ ^-638, being >6,900,042/.-cncrcafcd2,i20,729i 

39 Years, coiri'd - 3 



FromAfor. 1 63 S.toH 

JVf^ 1657, bcingJ^7,333,52i/.-cncFeafedo,433,479i 

19 Years, coihM- 



ng>7>3 

7.>tt>7 
emgVa 



FromMfly 1 65-7, tol 

J\V7A 1675, bemg^z,238j976/.-decrwfed5,x>94,545/. 

J 8 i Year, coiii\' 



. Which fuddcn and large Decreafe (hews 
evidently, that after the' Reftoration, our, 
former frugal Way of /livings w^s foon 
changed into Extravagance and Excefs ; 
andv that inftead of bringing back Gold 
and Silver from, the Markets where we fold 
our Merchandize, we made our Returns in' 
fuch Commodities as ' ferved to feed our 
Luxury -, for as 'ive encreafe . the Expicnce 
of foreign Mai^ufatftiires, Wines, and other 
needlefs Commodities,^ the Balance of our 
Trade muft needs decreafe accordingly^ 
The fame Author mentions a Treatifc writ- 
ten by a Gentleman bred under Monf. Col^ 
herty which he gaire to the King in Manu- 
fcript; which comii^ afterwards to be 
printed about the Year 1664, the Gentle- 
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man fell into* Dtfgrace, and was fent to the 
Eaftile^ and ^afterwards bani(h*d ; out of 
which he quotes feveral Paffagesi Part of 
which will be worth tranfcribing, to (hew> 
the Projefts entertain'd by the French in. 
04'der to eftabllfh Manufadturics, and raifc: 
a Naval Pbwer, and plain the Way to an. 
Univerfal Monarchy ; fuch as : *« The. 
*« State is no further powerful than in Pro- 
«"* portion to its publick Treafure.— The 
** JFbundatbn of the Wealth of a Srate 
" confiffis in the Multitude of its Subjects ;, 
^^ for *^tis Men that till the Ground ; that 
" produce Manufadiires ; that manage 
*^ Trade ; that go to War ; that people 
*^ Colonies •, and, in a. Word,., that bring, 
*^ in Money. There cannot be too great 
^ a Number of Husbandmen in France^, 
" by Reafon of the Fertility of the Coun- 
*^' try to produce Corn, which mayf be 
** tranfported, and therefore VC^ ought to 
** make great "Stores of ic, and have it as 
•* much as may be in Readinefs. — Handi- 
•^ crafts Men arid Artificers are no Icfs ufe* 
" ful ; for, befides that Manufactures da. 
■■• keep Men at Work,, they are the Caufe 
^ that the Silk, WooU Skins, Flax, Tim- 
** ber, ancf other Commodities that grow-. 
" in France^ are made Ufe of 5 which be-. 
** ing wrought up into Wares not made in, 
?* foreign Parts, the Coun,ty People find a, 
K 3; . Vfent. 
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" Vent for them. And we may grow fur- 
" ther into the making of more valuable 
** Manufadures, as we now do ot Hats 
" for Spain^ and Scuffs for /all Europe ; a 
" Matter of great Confequence : For this 
** quickens Trade, and makes Money pais 
*' to and fro, which promotes the Pub- 
^* lick, and therefore every, one's private 
'* Advantage, There muft be Merchants 
*• alfo, for without their Induftry our Com- 
** modicies might be lock'd up in Ware- 
*' houfes. All Things confpire to give 
France Hopes of Succefs ; the Work 
however is fuch as muft be leifurely car- 
** ried on, and pcrfcded by little and lit- 
** tie i fo great a Defign continually alarm- 
^ ** ing Europe^ ^fta^ Africa^ and America^ 
•* Friends and Foes, the Precipitation of ic 
** \^ould be its Ruin: Six or ten Years 
** Time ought to be allowed for it.— The 
** King may keep joo Gallies and 1.00 
** Ships in the Mediterranean^ and 200 Sail 
•* upon the Ocean : The more Veflels he 
*' fhall have, thetnore able he muft be to 
^* recover the Expences made about them ; 
** The Sea will yield Maintenance for the Sea 
*• by Commerce or War : There is Timber 
** in France^ \ there is Cordage \ there arc 
'• Sails 5 there is Iron and Brafs, t^c. 
*** When Thin^ have uken their Courfe^ 
*• Seamen will be had in Time, and the 

^* Proftc 
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*'' Profit that will increafe will aflxirdStore^ 
** and bring them in from a\\ the Parts 
•' of the World. The Fkets which the 
** King needs keep upon the Ocean will 
** make him Matter of aH the Powers and 
** Trade of the North j yea, iho" Holland 
•^ and England fhould uhtce againft France^ 
'* they could not avoid their Ruin in the 
*^ End •, for how could the one or the 
^ other make good their Commerce, 
*^ (which is all they have to truft to) if 
^^ they were forced to keep great ^r/w^i^'j 
*•' to continue it. The Pobt of Bretain 
^ is the Gate to enter into'and go out of^ 
** the Channel, fifty Ships of War 2ii Breji 
*^ would keep thbfc Gates faft Ihur, and 
*^ they would not open them but by the 
^'^ King's Command. Thus there wpi^ld 
*' need no War to be made almoft-for all 
** thefe Things, nor his Majefty's Forces 
** hazarded : Ic will be fufficient to give 
** his Orders to Foreigners -, nor will it be 
«* difficult to cut them out Work in their 
« own Countries,, and by that Means ftay 
•« their Arms at Home, and make them' 
*« fpend their Strength there. His Ma- 
" jefty's Power being thus ftrongly fettled 
** in each Sea, it will be eafy to fecure the 
" Commerce of Franccy and even draw' 
," Merchants thither from all Parts ; I fay 
**- fccure,, for till this be done, it will al- 
KL 4 *^ ways 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



( 224 ) 

•• ways be uncertain and dangerous..— I* 
** muft ftudioufly be prevented, that Com- 
•* mercc introduce not into the State Su^ 
*• perfluity, Excefs and Luxury,, which are 
*' often followed with Ambition,. Avarice, 
** and a dangerous Corruption of Manners* 
** — It were to be wifli'd the King did 
*' add to his Kingdom all the Low 
«* Countries to. the Rhine^ which would 
«' make him Matter of the North Seas. Ic 
•' would be convenient that hq had &traff^ 
*' iurg to keep all Germany quiet. He 
•* had need to haveiT^»^i&^ ComU to lay a. 
^•* Reftraint upon the Switzers. Milan is. 
'' neceflary in refped: of Italy. Genoa. 
«« would make the King Mafter of the Af/-. 
•' diterranean Sen. 5rd/y might, eafily make 
•« an Infurredion. Portugal is a perpetual. 
«< Ififtrument for weakening Spaifj. The 
^' Vtoetians and People of Italy, are wife,. 
** to reduce them, to .our Intention, we 
♦^ niuft work by down-right Force. The- 
«^ Pope will ever r^fped France ^ becaufe^ 
'* of the County oi Avignon. Holland will, 
** keep themfclves to. our Alliance as much, 
*< as poffibly they may :: They are rich, it. 
«' is expedient the King did interpofe in, 
*' their Affairs, and that fome Divifions. 
" were fown among them. The Switzers 
»« are mercenary, who will always ferve 
•* the King for his MPiiey,^ The King o£ 
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** Denmark is a Prince whofe State is but 
** fmall.. The Swedes-W\\\ never break off 
*^ from the Ihtereft of France. We oughc 
•* to confider all the Ihftruments which- 
**' for our Money we may make Ufe of to 
^* divert the Forces of England and Hoi- 
•* landy when his Majefty makes^any En» 
'* terprize which pleafes tbem not. The 
*^ Friendfliip of Turkey is very good for 
^* France. Lajlly^ He fppaks of the Engliflj 
** as eafy to be conquered, having no. 
** Friends, and is poficivc that a War with. 
** France would ruin them in three or four ^ 
*• Years, and' that no Peace (hould be 
**' made with them,, but upon Conditions- 
** of the greateft Advantage to France y un- 
** lefs the King thinks fie to defer the Ex-. 
** ecution of his Projefts for another Tkur, 
" But that the League with Holland fiytilA 
** be renewed, and they put into a B-lief,^ 
*• that Finance fhould give thenl all the. 
** Trade ftill, becaufe they.have the K'now- 
•* ledge of it, and' are proper for it ; but 
«* that the Fremh flis it is to be fixggeitedjf^ 
*' has no Inclination that Way, and Na^* 
** ture cannot be forced : They muft be 
«* told they are come to the happy Time 
«* for advancing their Affairs, and ruining 
*' their Competitors in the Sovereignty of 
«* the. Northern Seas,. ' 
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Now if we confidcr how much of this 
polite Scheme has been put in Pradice fince 
the Year 1664, and that the prodigious 
Improvement of Trade in that Kingdom 
was the principal Means which raifcd 
Lewis XIV. to that exorbitant Power, by 
which the Liberties of Europe were brought 
into extreme Dangef, we may. be convinced 
of how great Importance it is to us to put 
inUrc all the Means that Nature has given 
us for the advancing our Commerce ; un- 
^ lefs we will fubmit to fee ourfclves worked 
out of what we now have by our wifcr 
Neighbours, to their Enriching and our Im- 
poverilhmcnt. . 

A^N^ if we ihould make a Comparifon 
bet^^en the natural Advantages of both 
Countries, th^ Balance feems to lie on our 
Side : For Inftance, Frame yields great 
Quantities of Corn, but the Harvefts in 
England are generally more certain, and do 
not fo often fail as theirs. They raifc great 
Quantities of Hemp and Flax Tor their 
Manufaftures : We raife fome in Britain 
and Ireland 'p but we might raife as much as 
wc plcafe in our Jmerican Colonics, where 
we have Land as good as any, and for a 
twentieth* Part of what it is worth in 
Frame ^ fo that if our People were aflifted 

at 
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at die publick Expencc ki the Begmning, 
they would foon be able to furnilh us with 
thofe Materials much cheaper than they 
can raife them in France. The French have 
Piantatbns of Mulberry Trees, and pra» 
duce great Quantities of Silk ; our Colo- 
nies abound with thofe Trees; and we wane 
nothing but Induftry to fupply ourfelves 
with Silk cheaper than they have it in 
France. They have Iron and Copper Oar v 
we have it in much greater Quantity both 
at Home and in our Colonies, and can raife 
it to greater Profit. They have Wines # 
and Brandy, which yield them vaft Sums 
yearly ; and as the Woods in our Colonies 
abound with wild Vines, there is no Doubt 
but that with due Cultivation, fome ot 
thofe Climates (efpecially Carolina^ \^MCh 
lies the moft Southerly) would prodq^ as 
good Wines as any in Europe i nor are they 
lefs proper for the Produftion of Oyl, 
Raifins, Figs, Gurrans, ^c. The French 
have Salt, and we have Salt Springs fufE- 
cient to ferve not only ourfelves, but even ' 
to export, if the Publick woul'd be at the 
Expence of improving the Water Carriage 
as far as it is capable. France has indeed 
Wooll of its own, but of fuch a Quality, 
that it will not ferve to make their Manu- 
faftures without a Mixture of ours, wJiich 
it is in our Power to hinder them of/ and 
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fccure the Manufafturing to ourftlVcs* Be-^ 
fides, England abounds /in Tin, Lead,, 
Coals, and Leather for Exportation, which., 
France has not, but buys from us : We 
have alfo great Quantities of excellent Oak. 
for Ship-building, wherein they are deficient ;, 
nor have they a fufficient Score of Flefli for 
vidlualling their Ships, in which., we and, 
Ireland abound, fo as to fejl to. theai and , 
other Countries. We had formeriy a pro- 
fitable Trade by re-exporting our Sugars k, 
but the French^ by enlarging their Sugar 
Plantations, and their better. Management,., 
Iiave fo much underfold us of late,, that, 
they have, in a Manner, beaten us out of, 
that Trade \ which yet we might recover,^ 
if proper Meafures were taken,. Thus it. 
IS 6^|)arent, that we may at leaft equal our- 
felvd^with the French in all the naiuraL 
Privileges that contribute to a flourifhing.^ 
Trade, and the acquiring of National:; 
Wealth ; and that 'tis only owing to the 
great (^are and Application of their Mini- 
Iters to aflift and encourage their Subjcfts. 
in every Brancjj of Trade, that has enabled, 
them to but ftfip us fo much of late Years, 
in the Improvement of it \ and if they, 
fhould continue to exert tbisir Policy in. 
that Way, whilft we remain carelffs and 
negligent, the Confequence muft needs be,. 
that they will cncreafe in Riches and Powcr,^ 

and 
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and wc fliall decreafe in both : For, if our 
Trade falls off, and our Artificers fhould! 
he forced to. feek. Employment Abroad,, 
the Price of. Provifions, and- confequfntly^ 
the Value of our Lands muft fall, and our 
Houfes, in Cities and Towns, ftand empty,, 
as they do io Antwerpy Pifa^ and many 
other PlacesL where Trade has. forfaken 
them : And as 'tis evident that the Nation, 
grew rich in the laft Century, fo 'tis as, 
vifible that ^ we have fpent more than oul*. 
Income, and that the Balance of Trade has^ 
been againft us for feveral Years paft ; fo . 
that if due Care be not- taken to give our. 
Ipoor a fuU Employment, and to ftop the. 
Inundation of Manufactures and unneceffary. 
Commodities from being poDred In upon 
us from fo many Parts of Europe, {^fUT 
which daily, encreafe). we may well e^fcft 
to be much poorer, at the End of this'ten* 
tiiry than we were at; the Beginning. . The. 
proper Means to difcourage the Importa- 
tion of Foreign Manufactures, and. to pror 
mote the Encreafe* of our own, is to lay. 
fuch Duties on the Foreign, as may en- 
courage our People to vie with them ; and 
this we have formepjy praflifed in fomc 
Inftances to our Advantage j^ but we (hould 
go on farther, and advance the Duties on 
all fuch Foreign Manufactures, which .we 
might well fupgly ourfelyes with^^ in fiich. 
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a Proportion, as that our Manufafturers 
might be enabled to afford what they make- 
cheaper than they could be imported : 
And if the Impoft upon Timber from 
Norway and the Ballick were doubled, that 
would probably give Encouragement for 
the Building of bulky cheap- failing Ships, 
whereby we might be able to ferve our- 
felves with great Part of the Timber Trade 
from our own Colonies, which might Jn 
Time become a very profitable Article to. 
us. It may here alfo be proper to note an 
sill Cuflom pradifed by the People in our 
Colonies, which is their fetting on Fire, in 
the Spring, the Leaves that fall in the 
Woods, whereby the young Sapplings that 
vre fpringing up are deflroyed, infomuch 
tKS^^he Oaks they cut are fuppofed to be 
of fotaie hundred Years (landing -, fo tliat 
the Timber we have from thence has not 
the Spirit and Strength which is found in 
young Timber of a competent Growth i 
and I think that it might become the CarQ 
of the Government to put a Stop to this 
Enormity, for 'tis a Pity that we fhould 
be deprived of having fo ufeful a Commo- 
dity in its igreateft Perfedion. It is faid that 
Logwood has been raifed from Seed in the 
moift Lands of the Bahama Iflands, and 
that it might eafily be propagated there, 
(and probably in fomc other of our Cok)- 
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nicsj fo as to raife fufficient Quantities to 
ferve ourfelves, and to export as we now 
do ; and certainly fuch an Attempt were well 
worth Encouragement, whereby the Lives 
and Liberties of many of our Pieople might 
be faved from the Danger to which they 
are now expofed to get it in the Bays of 
Campeacby and Honduras : And as fuch 
bulky Commodities conduce much to the 
Encreafe of our Navigation, we ought ta 
quicken the Genius of our People by giv- 
ing them all proper Encouragement and . • m 
Afliftance for the attempting all fuch Ex*' 
periments w4>ich feem rational and prafti- 
cable, and do manifeftly tend to the Im- ^v 
provement of our Commerce ; and though^ 
the Government fhould put themfelves t(r 
a confiderablc Expence in this Wa^Ot 
wbuld be but like the Husbandman*snbw- 
ing his Seed plentifully upon Land, from . 
whence he might rcafonably expeft to reap 
a more plentiful Crop ; and *tis very pro- 
bable that for every looo/. difpenfed by 
Monf Colbert for the improving the Trade, 
Manufadures, and Plantations of France^ 
he lived to feeioo>ooo/. returned for it. 
But fbme perhaps may objeft, that whilft 
the Nations Debts li? fo heavy upon us, 
we have no Fund out of which Money can 
be fpared for fuch Purpofes i but then 
they fliould cohfider, that the readieft Way 

to * 

Digitized by VjOOQIL 



to enable us to pay our Debts, would be- 
to purfue fuch prudent Meafures, as would, 
apparently encreaft the Riches of the Nar--- 
tion,, and that whatfoever Sums were ne- 
ceflkry'for that End, ought to.be looked' 
upon to be as well beftowed, as upon any, 
other Services ;, nor fhould we bethink the 
fparing it. even out of the Land Tax •, foe 
as the Poot**s Rates are raifed- in the fame. 
Manner, the Succefs which might reafon- 
ably be expeftcd from fo many Improve- , 
ments which we are capable of, would foon 
enable us to leffen the P6or*s Rates abun- * 
dantly more than fo moderate a Sum as ivould ' 
be rcquifite for this Pcirpofe •, for left thair 
One Penny in the Pound upon Land; annu- . 
^lly appropriated to it, might be fufBcient to 
foSi^ the Wheels in Motion ; befides, as> 
ibonvs any of thcfe Undertakings were tol- 
lerably fettled, the Charge would ccafe.. 

' Iron is a Commodity of which we ufH 
great Quantities, and wherewith we for- 
merly fupplicd ourfclves in good Part, whea- 
the Swedes were forced to carry theirs ta^ 
Dantztck and other Pieces to be made fit 
for Ufe, from whence it was again rc- 
fliipped= for £«f/^«i and" other Countries ;- 
but when they got Workmen from Ger-i 
manyj and found the Way to perfe6k it 
within- then>felves, they imported ii diredljr 
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hithep, and imderfold ours fo. much, that 
many of our Forges in feveral Parts of the * 
Kingdom were laid down, infomuch that 
when I was lately at Hajlemere in Surrey^ 
they told me, that within thefe fixty Years 
there had , been nine or ten Forges within 
a few Miles of that Place, whereof there 
were only two now remaining •,. the Reafoa 
for which is evident, for with us Wood will 
yield ten Shillings fer Cord, (and in Ibme 
Places much more) where there arq Forges 5 
at which Price, what will make a Ton from 
the Oar into Bar Iron, will coft eight or • 
nine Pounds, whereas in Sweden they hkve ^ 
It for cutting,, which is fo, large an, Adyaa?* 
tage in that one Article^, that we muft not. 
pretend to hold thp making of Bar Iron, 
from the Oar in England,: But as our Peo- 
ple in America have alfo their Woody 
tke Cutting, a reafonable Encourage/ 
being given to them to fend us Pig Iron, 
from thence^ we might convert it into Bar 
Iron, and afford, it cheaper than what canu 
be broi^ght in from any Part of Europe^ '•■ 
which would fa ve u^ a. large Article in the . 
Biiilaiice pf pur. Trad^ :. Put we ought not ; 
to e^ped that private PeFjfpns will adven- • 
tufe thpir Eftates in fvjph, Undertakings, j 
unlefs. our Government will imipaje the*^' 
Pr^ftice of France.y, to nurfe up and en- 
courage an infant Trade, of this Nature by, 
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pablrck Largeffes ; and a fufficicnt Provi- 
fion might eafily be made for this, by a 
^fmall Advance of the Duty on aM Bar fron 
imported ; out of which, a competent 
Bounty might be allowed on Pig Iron im- 
ported from the Colonies, till our People 
were well eftabliftied in that Bufinefs : (The 
fame Method might alfo be taken for en- 
couraging them in the Produdion of 
Hemp.j And 'tis d^monftrable, that if the 
Pig Iron were brought us from America^ it 
would turn to as much Advantage as if 
•^N^the Oar were raifed in England \, nor have 
Gentlemen any Caufe to fear the Lowering, 
the Price of their Wood Lands ; for, onr 
the contrary, this would rather be a Means 
^to raife them, becaufe of the great Quan- 
: of Wood that would be ufcd to con- 
veil^the Pig into Bar Iron. And thus we 
might fave the large Sums we pay for what 
is now brought from Sweden^ and other 
foreign Countries, which is greater than I 
could have imagined, till I had lately feen 
an Account of the whole Qu^^^'^y ^^ ^^^^ 
exported from Stockholm and Gottenhurg to 
the feveral Parts of Europe^ in the Year 
1729 ; whereby it appears, that there was 
fhip'd for GreaP Britain and Ireland^ from 
thofe two Ports only, (befides what we had 
from Spain^ Norwayy and Ruffta) above 
19,000 Tonsj and but Ikrle above 12,000 
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Tons to all the other Ports of Europe^ and 
to France particularly not 200 Tons; fo 
careful is that Government not to buy from 
other Countries what they can poffibly fup.- 
ply themfelves with at Home ; a Policy 
which naturally tends to make them grow 
rich, whilft we are consuming our Wealth^ 
thro' our Negligence and Luxury, 

GREAt^BRITAIN, with its De* / 
pendencies, is doubdefs as well able to fub- 
fift within itfelf, as any Nation in Europe : 
We have an induftrious enterprizing Peo-y^ - 
pie, fit for all the Arts of War or Peace : 
We have Provifions in Abundance, and 
thofe of the beft Sort, and are able to raife 
fufficient for double ^he Number of Inha- 
bitants : We have the very beft Mat^r 
for Cloathing, and want nothing eithij/for 
Ufe, or even for Luxury, but what we 
have at Home, or might have from our 
Colonies ; fo that we might create fuch 
an Intercourfe of Trade among ourfelves, 
and between us and them, as would main- 
tain a vaft Navigation, even tho* we traded 
to no other Parts : And as Linnen is the 
Manufadury wherein we have been the 
nooft deficient, Ireland has of late Years 
made a very great Improvement therein ; 
For a while indeed they were not able to 
giyc theijT Cloth the Perfedipn of Colour ; 
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but when fuch a Bufmefs is once fet one 
iFoor, and Men are heartily engaged in it» 
Time and Induftry will overcome pifRcuI* 
ties^ which feemed at fifft to be unfurmounc- 
able ; and they have now found out the" 
Art of managing their Flax fo well, a? 
that I have lately feen of their Cloth as 
white as any Gulick Holland ; and for its 
Service in the wearing, it is faid to exceed 
it much. At Glafgow and St. John/town in 
S'cotlandy they fpin the fined Thread in Bri- 
taiiiy and flurh as. might weH ferve to make 
Cambricks ; and' if the Publick would be 
\at the Expcnce of fetting up and' main- 
taining Schools in proper Places in Inland^. 
Scotland^ and the Nbrth of Engtand^ where 
Provifions are cheap, to inftrudtthe Chili- 
n of the Poor in the Spinning of Lin- 
to the higheft Perfefti^in, *tis very 
proBkble, that as^ our People did improve 
in their. Experience and Knowledge, we 
might be able, in a few Years,, to furni/h 
ourfelves and our Colonies- entirely with 
that Commodity, from the coarfcft to the 
fineft Sorts, and thereby fave thoft vaflf 
Sums we now pay for it to Holland'^ Ftari'^ 
ders^ Germany^ Ruffia^ &c. The fame Care 
might alfo be taken to improve the Wool- 
fcn and Silk Manufaiftvires in the South and 
Weft Parts of England;: And thus the 
?eople pf all our Dominions, might be moft 
' ' profitably 
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profitably employed, and feftled in a ma- 
tual Dependance upon . each other ; tliofe 
in America to raife Iron, Hemp, Flax, 
Silk, feff. and ours to manufafture them 
at Home : But we ought always to keep 
a watchful Eye over our Colonies, to re- 
ftrain them froni fetting up any of tlie (TS 
Manufafturcs which are carried on in Bri- 
iain^ whereby they would do us much 
Hurt, and themfelves no Good, becaufc 
their Labour 'might be more profitably em- 
ployed in raifing the Produd of tlieCoun- 
try ; and any fuch| Attempts fliouTd be ^ ~ 
crufhed in tlie Beginning ; for if they are 
fufFered to grow up to any Maturity, it 
will become difficult to fupprefs them, and 
'ieem a greater Hardthip to the People, 




* To conclude, if what has been Ta 
fhe foregoing Papers fhall convince Gentle- 
men, that the Trade, and corifequently tlic 
Wealth and Power of the. Nation hath 
been for ferferal Tears paft, ahd yet is in a 
declining State ; but that if we will exertj' 
ourfelves, we have ftlll. Refources in our 
Power to retrieve it ; 'tis to be hoped that 
all fuch who are in ScatiotiS which render 
them capably of performing fo beneficial a 
:SeTYXce to their Coiintrjr, will af^ply their 
T%6ughts, their Care, and their. In tereft,^ 
tb"^6carethc fpeedy Exfccucion of fome at' 
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leaft of thofe valuable Improvements which 
have been humbly offered to their Confi- 
deration ; always remembring, that the 
Lofing of Time often proves to be the Lofi 
of Opportunities that can never be re- 
trieved. And as I have, obferved, that at 
the Opening of every Parliament, four 
, Grand Committees are always appointed, 
viz. for Religion, for Courts of Judica- 
ture, for Grievances, and for Trade, of 
which 1 have never known eijher to fit i 
if that Honourable Houfe would be pleafed 
s^to take thefe Matters into their Confidera- 
tion, 'nothing feems to me to be a more 
efEcacious "Way to induce them to take 
£ the moft proper M^afures to repair our 
V^former Neglcdks, than the ordering the 
^Sfe^mittee for Trade to £t conftantly to 
rec^e.and examine fuch Prppofals and In- 
formations as mi^ht be offered to them, 
and to hear and judge of fuch Matters as 
might come to be debated before them ; by 
•which Means, Gentlemen .might cotne gra- 
^dually to be fo'^fell inftru^^ed In Commercial 
Affairs, that they would nQt.be'fo fubjedl 
to be miflead by the plaufible Arguments 
! of partial Men 5 and might grow up. to bie 
f as it were a genuine Repreftntative of Ti:ade 
~ in theHoufo pf Coiiiraorts. ^T^ true in- 
deed, that a goijfideralbleNumber of Mer* 
<3iants ^rc.al^^y& cjiofeh into .thai Hqule ; 
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tut then it has been obferved, that by the 
mutual Oppofition of thofe who are engaged 
in different Interefts, they rather puzzle 
than give Light to the Argument in De- 
bate ; and I mufl confefs, that I have ufu- 
aUy found Gentlemen more ready to enter- 
tain right Notions of Commerce, as it re- 
fpefts the Advantage or Difadvantage of 
the Publick, than moft Men in Trade ; 
few of whom, though other wife knowing 
and well skilled in their own Way, give 
themfelves the Trouble to look further than 
what concerns their own particular In- 
tereft. 
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